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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention idates to a communication system 
for transmission and reception of a digital signal through 
modulation of its carrier wave and demodulation of the >5 
modulated signal. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Digital signal communication systems have been used in 
various fidds. Particularly, digital video signal transmission ^ 
techniques have been improved remarkably. 

Among them is a digital TV signal transmission method. 
So far, such digital TV signal transmission systems are in 
particular use for transmission between TV stations. TTiey 
win soon be utilized for tenestiial and/or satellite broadcast 25 
service in every country of the worid. 

The TV broadcast systems including HDTV, PCM music, 
FAX, and other information services are now demanded to 
increase desired data in quantity and quality for satisfying 
millions of sophisticated viewers. In particular, the data has 30 
to be increased in a given bandwidth of frequency allocated 
for TV broadcast service. The data to be transmitted is 
always abundant and provided as much as handled with 
up-to-date techniques of the time. It is ideal to modify or 
change the existing signal transmission system conespond- 35 
ing to an increase in the data amount with time. 

However, the TV broadcast service is a public business 
and cannot go further without considering the interests and 
benefits of viewers. It is essential to have any new service 
compatible with existing TV receivers and displays. More ^ 
particulariy, the compatibility of a system is much desired 
for providing both old and new services simultaneously or 
one new service which can be intercepted by both the 
existing and advanced receivers. 

It is understood that any new digital TV broadcast system 
to be introduced has to be arranged for data extension in 
order to respond to future demands and technological advan- 
tages and also, for con^lnlity to allow the existing 
receivers to receive transmissions. 

The expansion capability and compatible perfonnanoe of 
prior art digital TV system will be explained. 

A digital satellite TV system is known in which NTSC TV 
signals compressed to an about 6 Mbps are muitiplexed by 
time division modulation of 4 PSK and transmitted on 4 to 
20 channels while HDTV signals are carried on a signal 
channel Another digital HDTV system is fHovided in which 
HDTV video data compressed to as small as 15 Mbps are 
transmitted on a 16 or 32 QAM signal through ground 
stations. 

Such a known satellite system permits HDTV signals to 
be carried on the channel by a conventional manner, thus 
occupying a band of frequencies equivalent to the same 
channels of NTSC signals. This causes the corresponding 
NTSC channels to be unavailable during the transmission of 65 
the HDTV signal. Also, the compatibility between NTSC 
and HDTV receivers or displays is hardly concerned and 
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data expansion capability needed for matching a future 
advancol mode is utteriy disregarded. 

Such a common terrestrial HDTV system offers an HDTV 
service on conventional 16 or 32 QAM signals without any 
modificatioa In any analogue TV broadcast service, there 
are developed a lot of signal attenuating or shadow regions 
withm its service area due to structural obstacles, geographi- 
cal inconveniences, or signal interference from a neighbor 
station. When the TV signal is an analogue from, it can be 
intercepted more or less at such signal attenuating regions 
sdthough its rqxroduoed picture is low in quality. If TV signal 
is a digital form, it can rardy be reproduced at an acceptable 
level within the regions. This disadvantage is critically 
hostile to the development of any digital TV system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention, for solving the 
foregoing disadvantages, to provide a communication sys- 
tem arranged for compatible use for both the existing NTSC 
and newly introduced HDHTV broadcast services, particu- 
larly via satellite and also, for minimizing signal attenuating 
oc shadow region of its service area on the grounds. 

A commuiucation system accordmg to the present inven- 
tion intentionally varies signal points, which used to be 
disposed at unifonn intervals, to perfonn the signal trans- 
mission and receptioa For exaoople, if £q[)plied to a QAM 
signal, the communication system comprises two majcxr 
sections: a transmitter having a signal input circuit, a modu- 
lator circuit for producing m numbers of signal points, in a 
signal vector field thcougfi modulation of a plurality of 
out-of-phase carrier waves using an input signal supplied 
from the input circuit, and a transmitter circuit for transmit- 
ting a resultant modulated signal; and a receiver having an 
input circuit for receiving the modulated signal, a demodu- 
lator circuit for demodulating one-bit signal points of a 
QAM carrier wave, and an output drcuiL 

In operation, the input signal containing a first data stream 
of n values and a second data stream is fed to the modulator 
circuit of the transmitter where a modified m-bit QAM 
carrier wave is produced rq)resenting m signal points m a 
vector field. The m signal points are divided into n signal 
point groups to whidi die n values of the first data stream are 
assigned respectively. Also, data of the second data stream 
are assigned to mM signal pohoAs or siib groups of each 
signal point groiqi. Then, a resultant transmission signal is 
transmitted from the transntitt^ drcdt Similaiiy, a third 
data stream can be propagated. 

At the p-bit demodulator circuit, p>m, of the receiver, the 
first data stream of the transmission signal if first demodu- 
lated through dividing p signal points in a signal space 
diagram into n signal point groups. Then, the second data 
stream is demodulated through assigning p/n values to p/n 
signal points of each corresponding signal point group for 
reconstruction of botii the first and second data streams. If 
the recdver is at P=n, the n signal point groups are reclaimed 
and assigned the n values for demodulation and reconstruc- 
tion of the first data stream. 

Upon receiving the same transnussion signal firom the 
transmitter, a receiver equipped with a large sized antenna 
and c^ble of large-data modulation can reproduce both the 
first and second data streams. A lecdver equipped with a 
small sized antenna and capable of small-data modulation 
can reproduce the first data stream only. Accordingly, the 
compatibility of the signal transmission system will be 
ensmed. When the first data stream is an NTSC TV signal 
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or low frequency band component of an HDTV signal and 
the second data stream is a high frequency band component 
of the HDTV signal, the small-data modulation receiver can 
reconstruct the NTSC TV signal and the large-data modu- 
lation receiver can reconstruct the HDTV signal As under- 
stood, a digital NTSG/HDTV simultaneous broadcast ser- 
vice will be feasible using the compatibility of the signal 
transmission system of the present inventioa 

More specifically, the communication system of the 
present invention comprises: a transmitter having a signal 
input circuit, a modulator circuit for producing m signal 
point, in a signal vector field through modulation of a 
plurality of out-of-phase carrier waves using an input signal 
supplied from the input, and a transmitter circuit for trans- 
mitting a resultant modulated signal, in which the main 
procedure includes receiving an input signal containing a 
first data stream of n values and a second data stream, 
dividing the m signal points of the signal into n signal point 
groups, assigning the n values of the first data stream to the 
n signal point groups respectively, assigning data of the 
second data stream to signal points of each signal point 
group respectively, and transmitting the resultant modulated 
signal; and a receiver having an input circuit for receiving 
the modulated signal, a demodulator circuit for demodulat- 
ing p signal points of a QAM carrier wave, and an output 25 
circuit, in which the main procedure includes dividing the p 
signal points into n signal point groups, demodulating the 
first data stream of which n values are assigned to the n 
signal point groups respectively, and demodulating the sec- 
ond data stream of which p/n values are assigned to p/n 
signal points of each signal point group respectively. For 
example, a transmitter produces a modified m-bit QAM 
signal of which first, second, and third data streams, each 
carrying n values, are assigned to relevant signal point 
groups with a modulator. The signal can be intercepted and 35 
the first data stream only reproduced by a first receiver, both 
the first and second data streams can be reproduced by a 
second receiver, and all the first, second, and third streams 
can be reproduced by a third receiver. 

More particulariy, a receiver capable of demodulation of ^ 
n-bit data can reproduce n bits from a multiple-bit modu- 
lated carrier wave carrying m-bit data whexe m>n, dms 
allowing the communication system to have compatibility 
and capability of future extensioiL Also, a multi-level signal 
transmission will be possible by shifting the signal points of 
QAM so that a nearest signal point to the origin point of 
I-axis and Q-axis coordinates is spaced nf from the origin 
where f is the distance of the nearest point from each axis 
and n is more than 1. 

Accordingly, a compatible digital satellite broadcast ser- 
vice for both the NTSC and HDTV systems will be feasible 
when the first data stream carries an NTSC signal and the 
second data stream carries a difference signal between 
NTSC and HDTV. Hence, the capability of corresponding to 
an increase in the data amount to be transmitted vnll be 
ensured. Also, on the groimd, the service area will be 
increased while signal attomatiqg areas are decreased. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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HG. 1 is a schematic view of the entire arrangement of a 
signal transmission system showing a first embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a transmitter of the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a vector diagram showing a transmission signal 
of the first embodiment; 
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FIG. 4 is a vector diagram showing a transmission signal 
of the first ernbodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a view showing an assignment of binary codes 
to signal points according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a view showing an assigimient of binary codes 
to signal point groups according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 7 is a view shovidng an assigmnent of binary codes 
to signal points in each signal point group according to the 
first embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a view showing another assignment of binary 
codes to signal point groups and their sigtud points accord- 
ing to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 9 is a view showing threshold values of the signal 
point groups according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 10 is a vector diagram of a modified 16 QAM signal 
of the first embodiment; 

FIG. 11 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between antenna radius T2 and transmission energy rado n 
according to the first embodiment; 

HG. 12 is view showing the signal points of a modified 
64 QAM signal of the first embodiment; 

HG. 13 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between anterma radius and transmission energy ratio n 
according to the first embodiment; 

HG. 14 is a vector diagram showing signal point groups 
and their signal points of the modified 64 QAM signal of the 
first embodiment; 

HG. 15 is an explanatory view showing the relationship 
between A, and A2 of the modified 64 QAM signal of the 
first embodiment; 

HG. 16 is a graph diagram showing the relationship 
between anterma radius T2 and r, and transmission energy 
ratio n^Q and 1^ respectively aocordii^ to the first embodi- 
ment; 

HG. 17 is a block diagram of a digital transmitter of the 
first embodiment; 

HG. 18 is a signal space diagram of a 4 PSK modulated 
signal of the first embodiment; 

HG. 19 is a block diagram of a first receive of the first 
embodiment; 

HG. 20 is a signal space diagram of a 4 PSK modulated 
signal of the first embodiment; 

HG. 21 is ablock diagram of a second receiver of the first 
embodiment; 

HG. 22 is a vector diagram of amodified 16 QAM signal 
of the first embodiment; 

HG. 23 is a vector diagram of a modified 64 QAM signal 
of the first embodiment; 

HG. 24 is a flowchart showing the operation of the first 
embodiment; 

HG. 25(a) and 2S(b) are vector diagrams respectively 
showing an 8 and a 16 QAM signal of the first embodiment; 

HG. 26 is a block diagram of a third receiver of the first 
embodimeni; 

HG. 27 is a view showing signal points of the modified 
64 QAM signal of the first embodinient; 

HG. 28 is a flowchart showing another the operatioii of 
the first embodiment; 

HG. 29 is a schematic view of the entire arrangement of 
a signal transmission system showing a third embodiment of 
the present invention; 

HG. 30 is a blodc diagram of a first video encoder of the 
third embodiment; 
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FIG. 31 is a block diagram of a Gist video decoder of the 
third embodiment; 

FIG. 32 is a block diagram of a second video decoder of 
the third embodiment; 

FIG. 33 is a block diagram of athiid video decoder of the 
third embodiment; 

FIG. 34 is an explanatory view showing a time multi- 
plexing of D|, D2, and D3 signals according to die third 
embodiment; 

RG. 35 is an explanatory view showing another dme 
multiplexing of D^, Dj, and signals according to the third 
embodiment; 

FIG. 36 is an explanatory view showing a further time 
multiplexing of D^, D2, and D3 signals according to the third 
embodiment; 

FIG. 37 is a schematic view of the entire arrangement of 
a signal transmission system showing a fourth embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 38 is a vector diagram of a modified 16 QAM signal 
of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 39 is a vector diagram of die modified 16 QAM 
signal of die tldrd embodiment; 

HG. 40 is a vector diagram of a modified 64 QAM signal 
of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 41 is a diagram of assignment of data components on 
a time base according to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 42 is a diagram of assigzmient of data components on 
a time base in TDMA acti(»i according to the third embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 43 is a block diagram of a carrier reproducing dicuit 
of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 44 is a diagram showing die principle of carrier wave 
reproduction according to die third embodiment; 

FIG.45isablockdiagramofacanierrBprDdiidngcircuit 35 
for reverse modulation of the third embocfiment; 

FIG. 46 is a diagram showing an assigrmnerU of signal 
points of the 16 QAM signal of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 47 is a diagram showing an assignment of signal 
points of the 64 QAM signal of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 48 is a block diagram of a carrier reproducing circuit 
for 16x multiplication of the third embodhnent; 
FIG. 49 is an explanatory view showing a time multi 
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according to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 50 is an explanatory view showing a TDMA time 
nraltiplexing of Dvy. D^^* Dv2. I>jh» ^v3* and signals 
according to the third emlxxfiment; 

FIG. 51 is an explanatory view showing another TDMA 
time multiplexing of the D^i, Dm* I^vzt ^ui^ ^V3* ^ 
signals according to the dnrd embodknent; 

FIG. 52 is a diagram showing a signal interference region 
in a known transmission method according to the fourth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 53 is a diagram showing signal interference regions 
in a multi-level signal transmission method according to the 
fourth embodiment; 

FIG. 54 is a diagram showing signal attenuating regions 
in the known transmission method according tt> the fourth 
embodiment 

FIG. 55 is a diagram showing signal attenuating regions 
in the mnlti-level signal transmission method aconding to 
the fourth embodiment; 

FIG. 56 is a diagram showing a signal interference region 
between two digital TV stations according to the fourth 
embodiment; 
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FIG. 57 is a diagram showing an assignment of signal 
points of modified 4 ASK signal of the fiith embodiment; 

FIG. 58 is a diagram showing another assigrmiem of 
signal points of the modified 4 ASK signal of die fifth 
embodiment; 

FIGS. 59(a) and 59{b) are diagrams showing assignment 
of signal points of the modified 4 ASK signal of the fifth 
embodiment and FIGS. 59(c) and 59(d) are diagrams respec< 
tively showing the slice levels of the modidated 4 ASK 
signal in subchannels 1 and 2; 

HG. 60 is a diagram showing another assignment of 
signal points of the modified 4 ASK signal of die fifth 
embodhnent when the C/N rate is low; 

FIG. 61 shows a 4- and 8-level VSB transmitter according 
to the fifth embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 62(a) is a wave spectrum diagram of the ASK signal, 
i.e., a multi-value VSB signal before filtering, in the fifth 
embodiment of the invention and HG. 62(b) is a wave 
spectrum diagram showing the charact^stics of the filtered 
VSB signal; 

FIG. 63 is a blodc diagram of a 4-, 8-, and 16-level VSB 
receiver in the fifth enibodiment of the invention; 

HG. 64 is a blodc diagram of a video signal transmitter 
of die fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 65 is a block diagram of a TV receiver of die fifth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 66 is a block diagram of anottier TV receiver of the 
fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 67 is a block diagram of a satellite-to-ground TV 
receiver of die fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 68(a) is an 8-level VSB constellation map in the fifth 
and sixth embodiments of the invention; 

HG. 6S(b) is an 8-leve] VSB constellation map in the fifth 
and sixth embodiments of the invention; 

HG. 68(c) is an 8-level VSB signal-time wavdbtm 
diagram in the fifth and sixth embodiments of the invention; 

HG. 69 is a block diagram of a video encoder of the fifth 
embodiment; 

HG. 70 is a block diagram of a video encoder of die fifth 
embodiment containing one divider circuit; 

HG. 71 is a block diagram of a video decoder of the fifth 
embodimait; 

HG. 72 is ablock diagram of a video decoder of the fifth 
embodiment containing me mixer circuit; 

HG. 73 is a diagram showing a time assignment of data 
components of a transmission signal according to die fifth 
embodiment; 

HG. 74(a) is a block <fiagram of a video decoder of the 
fifdi embodiment; 

HG. 74(^) is a diagram showing another time assignment 
of data components of the transmission signal according to 
the fifth embodiment; 

HG. 75 is a diagram showing a time assignment of data 
components of a transmission signal accofding to the fifth 
embodiment; 

HG. 76 is a diagram showing a time assignment of data 
components of a transmission signal according to the fiifth 
embodimrat; 

HG. 77 is a diagram showing a time assigtmient of data 
conqjonents of a transmission signal according to the fifdi 
embodiment; 

HG. 78 is a block diagram of a video decoder of the fifth 
embodiment; 
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FIG. 79 is a diagram showing a time assigmnent of data 
components of a thiee-level transmission signal accxmting to 
the fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 80 is a block diagram of another video decoder of the 
fifth embodiment; 5 

FIG. 81 is a diagram showing a time assignment of data 
components of a transmission signal according to the fifth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 82 is a block diagram of a video decoder for D| 
signal of the fiith embodiment; to 

HG. 83 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between frequency and time of a fi:)equerx:y modulated 
signal according to the iiflh embodiment; 

FIG. 84 is a block diagram of a magnetic record/playback 
i^aratus of the fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 85 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between OS and level according to the second embodiment; 

HG. 86 is a gr^hic diagram showing the relationship 
between C/N and transmission distance according to the 
second embodiment; 

FIG. 87 is a block diagram of a transmission of the second 
embodiment; 

FIG. 88 is a block diagram of a receiver of the second 
embodiment; 

FIG. 89 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between C/N and error rate according to the second embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 90 is a diagram showing signal attenuating regions 
in the three-level transmission of the fifth embodiment; 30 

FIG. 91 is a diagram showing signal attenuating regions 
in the four-level transmission of a sixth embodiment; 

FIG. 92 is a diagram showing the four-level transmission 
of the sixth embodimem; 

FIG. 93 is a block diagram of a divider of the sixth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 94 is block diagram of a mixer of the sixth embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 95 is a diagram showing another four-level trans- 40 
mission of the sixth embodiment; 

FIG. 96 is a view of signal propagation of a known digital 
TV broadcast system; 

FIG. 97 is a view of signal propagation of a digital TV 
broadcast system according to the sixth embodiment; 

FIG. 98 is a diagram showing a four-level transmission of 
the sixth embodiment; 

FIG. 99 is a vector diagram of a 16 SRQAM signal of the 
third embodiment; 50 

FIG. 100 is a vector diagram of a 32 SRQAM signal of the 
third embodiment; 

FIG. 101 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between CVN and error rake according to the third embodi- 
ment; 55 

FIG. 102 is a gr^hic diagram showing the relalionship 
between C/N and error rate according to the third embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 103 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship ^ 
between shift distance n and C/N needed for transmission 
according to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 104 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship! 
between shift distance n and C/N needed for transmission 
according to the third embodiment; 55 

FIG. 105 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between signal level and distance firom a transmitter antenna 
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in tenestrial broadcast service according to the third 
embodiment; 

FIG. 106 is a diagram showing a service area of the 32 
SRQAM signal of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 107 is a diagram showing a service area of the 32 
SRQAM signal of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 108(a) is a diagram showing a frequency distribution 
profile of a conventional TV signal; 

FIG. 108(^) is a diagram showing a frequency distribution 
profile of a conventional two-layer TV signal; 

HG. 108(c) is a diagram showing threshold values of the 
third embodiment; 

FIG. 108(^4 is a diagram showing a frequency distribution 
profile of two-layer OFDM carriers of the ninth embodi- 
ment, and FIG. 108(e) is a diagram showing threshold 
values for three-layer OFDM of the ninth embodiment; 

FIG. 109 is a diagram showing a time assignment of the 
TV signal of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 110 is a diagram showing a principle of C-CDM of 
the third embodiment; 

FIG. HI is a view showing an assignment of codes 
according to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 112 is a view showing an assignment of an extended 
36 QAM according to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 113 is a view showing a frequency assigmnent of a 
modulation signal according to the fifth embodimrat; 

FIG. 114 is a block diagram showing a magnetic record- 
ing/playback apparatus according to the fifth embodimrait; 

HG. 115 is a block diagram showing a transmitter/ 
receive: of a portable telephone according to the eighth 
embodiment; 

HG. 116 is a block diagram showing base stations accord- 
ing to the eighth embodiment; 

HG. 117 is a view illustrating communication C2q)acides 
and trafSc distribution of a conventional system; 

HG. 118 is a view illustrating communication capacities 
and traffic distribution according to the eighth embodiment; 

HG. 119(a) is a diagram showing a time slot assignment 
of a conventional system; 

HG. 119(6) is a diagram showing a time slot assigrmaent 
according to the eighth embodiment; 

HG. 120(a) is a diagram showing a time slot asagnment 
of a conventional TDMA system; 

HG. 120(6) is a diagram showing a time slot assigmnent 
according to a TDMA system of the eighth embodiment; 

HG. 121 is a block diagram showing a one-level trans- 
mitter/receiver according to the eighth embodiment; 

HG. 122 is a block diagram showing a two-level trans- 
mittei/receiver according to the eighth embodiment; 

HG. 123 is a block diagram showing an OFDM type 
transmitter/receiver according to the ninth embodiment; 

HG. 124 is a view illustrating a principle of the OFDM 
system according to the ninth embodiment; 

HG. 125(a) is a view showing a frequency assignmem of 
a modulation signal of a conventional system; 
. HG. 125(6) is a view showing a frequency assignment of 
a modulation signal according to the ninth embodiment; 

HG. 126(a) is a view showing a frequency assignment of 
an OFDM signal of the ninth embodiment, wherein no 
weighting is apphed; 

HG. 126(6) is a view showing a frequency assigrmtient of 
an OFDM signal of the ninth embodiment, wherein two 
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channels of two-layer OFDM are weighted by transmission 
electric power, 

HG. 126(c) is a view showing a frequency assignment of 
an OFDM signal of the ninth embodiment, wherein carrier 
intervals are doubled by weighting; ^ 

FIG. 126(^0 is a view showing a frequency assignment of 
an OFDM signal of the ninth embodiment, whcicin carrier 
intervals aie not weighted; 

HG. 127 is a block diagram showing a transmitter/ 
receiver according to the ninth embodiment; 

FIG. 128(a) is a block diagram of a trellis encoder (ratio 
Vt) in embodiments 2, 4, and 5, 

FIG. 128(^) is a block diagram of a trellis encoder (ratio 
%) in embodiments 2, 4, and 5, is 

FIG. 128(c) is a block diagram of a trellis encoder (ratio 
%) in embodiments 2, 4, and 5, 

FIG. 128( J) is a block diagram of a trellis decoder (ratio 

in embodiments 2, 4, and 5, ^ 

FIG. 128(«) is ablock diagram of a trellis decoder (ratio 
%) in embodiments 2, 4, and 5, 

FIG. 128(0 is A hlock diagram of a trellis decoder (ratio 
%) in embodiments 2, 4, and 5; 

HG. 129 is a view showii^ a time assignment of effective 2S 
symbol periods and guard intervals according to the ninth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 130 is a graphic diagram showing a relationship 
between CVN rate and eixor rate according to the ninth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 131 is a block diagram showing a magnetic record- 
ing^playback apparatus according to the fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 132 is a view showing a recordii^ fonnat of track on 
the magnetic Xsipc and a travelling of a head; 

FIG. 133 is a block diagram showing a transmitter/ 
receiver according to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 134 is a diagram showing a frequency assignment of 
a conventional broadcasting; 

FIG. 135 is a diagram showing a rdationship between ^ 
service area and picture quality in a three-level signal 
transmission system accordhig to the third embodiment; 

FIG. 136 is a diagram showing a frequency assignment in 
case the multi-level signal transmission system according to 
the third embodiment is combined with FDM; 

FIG. 137 is a block diagram showing a transmitter/ 
receiver according to the thiid embodiment, in which Trellis 
encoding is adopted; 

FIG. 138 is a block diagram showing a transmitter/ 50 
receiver according to the ninth embo^ment, in which a part 
of low frequency band signal is transmitted by OFDM; 

FIG. 139 is a diagram showing an assigmnent of signal 
points of the 8-PS-APSK signal of the first embodiment; 

FIG. 140 is a diagram showing an assigrmient of signal ^ 
points of the 16-PS-APSK signal of the first embodiment; 

FIG. 141 is a diagram showing an assignment of signal 
points of the 8-PS-PSK signal of the first embodiment; 

FIG. 142 is a diagram showing an assignment of signal ^ 
points of the 16-PS-PSK (PS type) signal of the first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 143 is a graphic diagram showing the relationship 
between antenna radius of satellite and transmission capac- 
ity according to the first embodiment; ^ 

FIG. 144 is a block diagram showing a weighted OFDM 
transminetfeecdver accordii^ to the ninth embodiment; 
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FIG. 145(a) is a diagram showing the waveform of the 
guard time and the symbol time in the multi-level OFDM 
according to the ninth embodiment, wherein multipath is 
short; 

FIG. l4S(b) is a diagram showing the waveform of the 
guard time and the syidbol time in the multi-levd OFDM 
according to the ninth embodiment, wherem multipath is 
long; 

FIG. 146 is a diagram showing a principle of the multi- 
level OFDM according to the ninth embodiment; 

FIG. 147 is a diagram showing subchannel assigimsent of 
a two-layer signal transmission system, weightni electric 
power according to the ninth embodiment; 

FIG. 148 is a diagram showing relationship among the 
D/V ratio, the multipath delay time, and the guard time 
according to the ninth embodiment; 

HG. 149(a) is a diagram showing time slots of respective 
layers according to the ninth embodiment; 

HG. 149(b) is a diagram showing time distribution of 
guard times of respective layers aoccmling to the ninth 
embodiment; 

HG. 149(c) is a diagram showing time distribution of 
guard times of respective layers according to the ninth 
embodiment; 

HG. 150 is a diagram showing the relationship between 
multipath delay time and transfer rate according to the ninth 
embodiment, wherein a three-layer signal transmission 
effective to multipath is realized; and 

HG. 151 is a diagram showing the relationship between 
multipath delay time and C/N ratio according to the ninth 
embodiment, wherein two-dimensioiuil, matrix type, multi- 
layer broadcast service can be realized by combining the 
GTW-OFDM and the OCDM (or tht CSW-OFDM). 

HG. 152 is a timing chart of a 3-level hierarchical 
television signal at each time slot when GTW-OFDM of the 
nintii embodimem is combined with C-CDM (or CSW- 
OFDM); 

HG. 153 shows the relationship between the multipath 
signa l dehty time, C/N ratio, and transmission rate when 
(jTW-OFDM of the ninth embodiment is combined witii 
C-CDM (or CSW-OFDM), and is used to describe the 
hierarchic^ broadcasting method using three-dimensional 
matrix structure; 

HGS. 154A-C together form a firequency distribution 
graph of power weight OFDM in the ninth embodiment; 

HG. 155 shows the position on the time axis of a 3-level 
hierarchical television signal at each time sioi when guard 
time-OFDM of the ninth embodiment is combined with 
C-CDM; 

HG. 156 is a block diagram of the transmitter and the 
receiver in the fourth and fifth embodiments of the inven- 
ticm; 

HG. 157 is a block diagram of the transmitter and the 
receiver in the fourth and fifth embodiments of the inven- 
tion; 

HG. 158 is a block diagram of the transmitter and the 
receiver in the fourth and fifth embodiments of the inven- 
tion; 

HG. 159(a) is a signal point positioning diagram in 
16-level VSB in the fifth embodiirumt of the invention; 

HG. 159(6) is a signal point positioning (8-level VSB) 
diagram in 16-level VSB in the fifth embodiment of the 
invention; 

HG. 159(c) is a signal point positicmmg (4-level VSB) 
diagram in 16-level VSB in the fifth embodiment of the 
invention; 
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FIG. 159(4 ^ a signal point positioning (16-leve] VSB) 
diagram in 16-leveI VSB in the fifth embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. 160(a) is a block diagram of an ECC encoder in the 
fifth and sixth embodiments of the invention; s 

FIG. l6fHb) is a block diagram of an ECC decoder in the 
fifth and sixth embodiments of the invention; 

FIG. 161 is an overall block diagram of a VSB receiver in 
the fifth embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 162 is a block diagram of a the receiver in the fifth 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 163 is a graph of the error rate and CAN ratio curve 
in 4-levd VSB and TC-8-level VSB in the fourth embodi- 
ment of the invention; 

RG. 164 is an enor rate curve of subchannel 1 and 
subdiannel 2 in 4-level VSB and TC-8-level VSB ia the 
fourth embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 165(a) is a block diagram of the Reed-^Iomon 
encoder in the second, fourth, and fifth embodiments of die ^ 
mvention; 

FIG. 165(6) is a block diagram of the Reed-Solomon 
decoder in the second, fourth, wd fifth embodiments of the 
invention; 

HG, 166 is a flowchart of Reed-Solomon error correction 25 
and operation in the second, fourth and fifth embodiments of 
the invention; 

FIG. 167 is a block diagram of the deinterleaver in the 
second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth embodiments of the 
invention; 20 

FIG. 168(a) is an interieave/ddnterieave table for the 
second, third, fourth, and fifth embodiments of the inven- 
tion; 

HG. 1€SQ>) shows the interleave distance in the second, 
third, fourth, and fifth embodiments of the invention; 35 

FIG. 169 is a comparison of redundancy in 4-level VSB, 
8-level VSB, and 16-level VSB in the fifth embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 170 is a block diagram of a television receiver for 
receiving the high priority signal of the second, third, fourth, ^ 
and fifth embodiments of the invention; 

FIG. 171 is a blodc diagram of the receiver and transmit- 
ter in the second, third, fourth, and fifth embodiments of die 
invention; 

FIG. 172 is a block diagram of the receiver and transmit- 
ter in the second, third, fourth, and fifth embodiments of the 
invention; and 

FIG. 173 is a block diagram of an ASK magn^c record- 
ing and reproducing apparatus according to the sixth 50 
embodiment of the inventioi^ 

FIG. 174 is a block diagram showing a drcuitiy arrange- 
ment of QAM/VSB compadble modulator for inulti-level 
transmission according to Embodiment 5. 

FIG. 175 is a block diagram showing another circuitry 
arrangement of the QAM/VSB modulator for multi-level 
transmission according to Embodiment 5. 

FIG. 176 illustrates a third modification of the QAMATSB 
modulator of Embodiment 5. ^ 

FIG. 177 is ablockdiagiam showing a "ndlis decoder in 
the demodulator of Embodiment 5. 

FIG. 178 is a block diagram of a receiver of Embodiment 
5 for interception of VSB multi-level transmitted signals 
emitted in the air. ^ 

FIG. 179 is illustrates another arrangement of the QAM/ 
VSB compatible receiver of Embodiment 5. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

EMBODIMENT I 

One embodiment of the present invention wiU be 
described referring to the relevant drawings. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention both the 
transmission apparatus, which comprises a transmitter for 
transmitting a digital HDTV signal or other digital signal 
and a receiver for receiving the transmitted signal, and the 
recording and reproducing apparatus, which records the 
digital HDTV signal or other digital signal on a magnetic 
tape or other recording medium and reproduces the recorded 
signal from said medium, are described. 

It should be noted, however, that the configuration, opera- 
tion, and principle of the digital modulator and demodulator, 
error correction encoder and decoder, and the encoder and 
decoder for image coding the HDTV signal are coimnon to 
the transmission apparatus and the recording and reproduc- 
ing apparatus, and apply esscntiaUy the same technologies. 
Therefore, to more concisely describe each embodiment, the 
block diagrams for either the transmission apparatus or the 
recording and reproducing apparatos arc referenced in the 
description of each embodiment In addition, the configu- 
ration of each embodiment of the invention can be achieved 
by means of any multi-value digital modulation method, 
e.g., QAM, ASK and PSK, positioning signal points in a 
constellation, aixl for brevity the embodiments of the present 
invention are described using only one modulation method. 
FIG. 1 shows the entire arrangement of a signal transmission 
system according to the first embodiment of the present 
invention. A transmitter 1 comprises an input unit 2, divider 
circuit 3, a modulator 4, and a transmitter unit 5. In opera- 
tion, each input multiplex signal is divided by the divider 
circuit 3 into three groups, a first data stream Dl, a second 
data stream and, a third data stream D3, which are then 
modulated by the modulator 4 before being transmitted from 
the transmitter unit 5. The modulated signal is sent up from 
an antenna 6 through an uplink 7 to a satellite 10 where it is 
intercepted by an uplink antenna U and amplified by a 
transponder 12 before bdng transmitted firom a downlink 
anterma 13 towards the ground. 

The transmission signal is then sent down through three 
downlinks 21, 32, and 41 to a first 23, a second 33, and a 
third receiver 43 respectively. In the first receiver 23, the 
signal intercepted by an antenna 22 is fed through an input 
unit 24 to a demodulator 25 where its first data stream only 
is demodulated, while the second and third data streams are 
not recovered, before being transmitted further from an 
output unit 26. 

Similariy, the second receivo* 33 allows the first and 
second data streams of the signal intercq)ted by an anterma 
32 and fed from an input unit 34 to be demodulated by a 
demodulator 35 and then, combined by a mixer 37 into a 
single data stream whidi is then transmitted further fiom an 
ovJtpat unit 36. 

The third receiver 43 allows all of the first, second, and 
third data streams of the signal intercepted by an anterma 42 
and fed from an input unit 44 to be demodulated by a 
demodulator 45 and then, combined by a mixer 47 into a 
single data stream which is then transmitted further from an 
output unit 46. 

As uiKlerstood, the three discrete receivers 23, 33, and 43 
have then: respective demodulators of different characteris- 
tics such that their outputs demodulated from the same 
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frequency band signal of the transmitter 1 contain data of 
different sizes. More particularly, three different but con^ 
patibic data can simultaneously be carried on a given 
frequency band signal to their respective leceiveis. For 
example, each of three, existing N!R5C HDTV, and super 5 
HDTV, digital signals is divided into low, high, and super 
high frequency band components which represent the first, 
the second, and the third data stream respectively. Accord- 
ingly, the three different TV signals can be transmitted on a 
one-channel frequency band carrier for simultaneous repro- iq 
duction of medium, Mgh, and super high resolution TV 
images respectively. 

The NTSC TV signal is intercepted by a receiver accom- 
panied by a small antenna for demodulation of small-sized 
data; the HDTV signal is intercq>ted by a xecdver accom- is 
panied by a medium antenna for demodulation of medium- 
sized data, and the super HDTV signal is intercepted by a 
receiver accompanied by a large antenna for demodulation 
of laige-sized data. Also, as illustrated in FIG. 1, a digital 
NTSC TV signal containing only the first data stream for 20 
digital NTSC TV broadcasting service is fed to a digital 
transmitter 51 where it is received by an input unit 52 and 
modulated by a demodulator 54 before being transmitted 
Airther from a transmitter unit 55. The demodulated signal is 
then sent up from an antenna 56 through an uplink 57 to the 25 
satellite 10 which in tum transmits the same through a 
downlink 58 to the first receiver 23 on the ground. 

The first receiver 23 demodulates with its demodulator 25 
the modulated digital signal supplied from the digital trans- 
mitter 51 into the original first data stream signaL Similarly, ^ 
the same modulated digital signal can be intercq>ted and 
demodulated by the seomd receiver 33 or third receiver 43 
into the first data stream or NTSC TV signaL In sunmiaiy, 
the three discrete receivers 23, 33, and 43 all can intercept 
and process a digital signal of the existing TV system for 
reproduction. 

The arrangement of the signal transmission system will be 
described in more detail. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the transmitter 1, in which an ^ 
input signal is fed across the input unit 2 and divided by the 
divider circuit 3 into three digital signals containing a first, 
a second, and a third data stream respectively. 

Assuming that the input signal is a video signal, its low 
frequency band component is assigned to the first data 45 
stream, its high finequency band component to the second 
data stream, its super-high finequency band componem to the 
third data stream. The three differem frequency band signals 
are fed to a modulator inpat 61 of the modulator 4. Here, a 
signal point shifting circuit 67 shifts the positions of the 5Q 
signal points according to an externally given signal. Hie 
modulator 4 is arranged for amplitude modulation on two 
90'*-out-of phase carriers respectively which are then com- 
bined into a multiple QAM signal. More specifically, the 
signal from the modulator input 61 is fed to both a first AM 55 
modulator 64 and a second AM modulator 63. Also, a canier 
wave of cos(27cfct) produced by a carrier genCTatcK* 64 is 
direcdy fed to the first AM modulator 64 and also, to a ii/2 
phase shifter 66 where it is 90^ shifted in phase to a 
sin(27cfct) form prior to being transmitted to the secfmd AM go 
modulator 63. The two amplimde modulated signals from 
the first and second AM modulators 64, 63 are combined by 
a summer 65 into a transmission agnal wfaidi is then 
transferred to the transmitter unit 5 for output. The prooe^ 
dure is well known and will not be further explained. 55 

The QAM signal will now be described in a common 4x4 
or 16 state constellation referring to the fiist quadrant of a 
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space diagram in FIG. 3. The output signal of the modulator 
4 is expressed by a sum vector of two, Acos2icfa and Boos 
2nfct, vectors 81 and 82 which respectively represent the 
two 90°-out-of-pbase caniers. When the distal point of a 
sum vector from the zero point represents a signal point, the 
16 QAM signal has 16 signal points d^ermined a 
combination of four horizontal amplitude values a^, aa, a3, 
and a4 and four vertical amplimde values b^, bz, bj, and b4. 
The first quadrant in FIG. 3 contains signal points 83 at Ci„ 
84 at c,2, 85 at C22, and 86 at C21. 

C] J is a sum vector of a vector O-aj and a vector O-b^ and 
thus, expressed as Cij=aiCOs2jrfct-biSin2refctF=Acos (2jrfct+ 
dJi/2). 

It is now assumed that the distance between 0 and ai in the 
orthogonal coordinates of FIG. 3 is A^, between a^ and is 
A2. between 0 and b| is B|, and between b^ and b^ is B,. 

As shown in FIG. 4, the 16 signal points are allocated in 
a vector coordinate, m which each pdnt represents a four-bit 
pattern thus to allow the transmission of four bit data per 
period or time slot 

FIG. 5 illustrates a common assignment of two-bit pat- 
terns to the 16 signal points. 

When the distance between two adjacent signal points is 
great, it will be identified by the receiver with much ease. 
Hence, it is desirable to space the signal points at greater 
intervals. If two particular signal points are allocated near to 
each other, they are rarely distmguished the error rate will be 
increased. Tboefiire, it is most preferable to have the signal 
points spaced at equal intervals as shown in FIG. 5, in which 
the 16 QAM signal is defined by Ki=KJL 

The transmitter 1 of the embodiment is arranged to divide 
an input digital signal into a first, a seccMid, and a diird data 
orbit stream. The 16 signal points or groups of signal points 
are divided into four groups. Then, 4 iwo-Wt patterns of the 
first data stream are assigned to the four signal poim groups 
respectively, as shown in FIG. 6. More particularly, when the 
two-bit pattm of the first data stream is U, one of four 
signal points of the first signal point group 91 in the first 
quadram is selected depending on the content of the second 
data stream for transmission. Similariy, when 01, one signal 
poim of the second signal point group 92 in the second 
quadrant is selected and transmitted. When 00, one signal 
point of the third signal point group 93 in the third quadrant 
is transmitted and when 10, one signal pcnnt of the fourth 
signal point group 94 in the fourth quadrant is transmitted. 
Also, 4 two-bit patterns in the second data stream of the 16 
QAM signal, or e.g. 16 four-bit patterns in the second data 
stream of a 64-state QAM signal, are assigned to four signal 
points or »]b signal point groups of each of die four signal 
point groiqjs 91, 92, 93, and 94 respectively, as shown in 
FIG. 7. It shoiild be understood that the assignment is 
symmetrical between any two quadrants. The assignment of 
the signal points to the fr>ur groups 91, 92, 93, and 94 is 
detOTnined by priority to the two-bit data of the first data 
stream. As the result, two-bit data of the first data stream and 
two-bit data of the second data stream can be transmitted 
independently. Also, the first data stream will be demodu- 
lated using a common 4 PSK receiver having a given 
antenna sensitivity. If the antenna sensitivity is higher, a 
modified type of the 16 QAM receiver of the present 
invention will intercept and demodulate l>oth the fiist and 
second data stream with equal success. 

FIG. 8 shows an example of fhe assignment of the first and 
second dam stteams in two-bit patterns. 

When the low frequency band component of an HDTV 
video signal is assigned to the first data stream and the high 
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frequency component to the second data stieam, the 4 PSK 
receiver can produce an NTSC-level picture fipom the first 
data stream and the 16- or 64-state QAM receiver can 
produce an PIDTV picture from a composite reproduction 
signal of the first and second data streams. 

Since the signal points are allocated at equal intervals, 
there is developed in the 4 PSK receiver a threshold distance 
between the coordinate axes and the shaded area of the first 
quadrant, as shown in FIG. 9. If the threshold distance is 
A,^ a PSK signal having an amplitude of A^^ will suc- 
cessfully be intercepted. However, the amplitude has to be 
increased to a three times greater value or BA^^ for trans- 
mission of a 16 QAM signal while the threshold distance 
Ajt? is maintained. More particulariy, the eneigy needed for 
transmitting the 16 QAM signal is nine times greater than 
that for sending the 4 PSK signal. Also, when the 4 PSK 
signal is transmitted in a 16 QAM mode, eneigy waste will 
be high and reproduction of a carrier signal will be trouble- 
some. Above all, the eneigy available for satellite transmit- 
ting is not abundant but strictly limited to mirMimim use. 
Hence, no laige-enecgy-consuming signal transmitting sys- 
tem will be put into practice until more eneigy for satellite 
transmission is available. It is expected that a great number 
of the 4 PSK receivers will be introduced into the market as 
digital TV broadcasting is placed in service. After introduc- 
tion to the market, the 4 PSK receivers will hardly be shifted 
to higher sensitivity models because a signal mtercepting 
characteristic gap between the two, old and new, models is 
high. Therefore, the transmission of the 4 PSK signals must 
not be abandoned In this respect, a new system is desper- 
ately needed for transmitting the signal point data of a quasi 
4 FSK signal in the 16 QAM mode using less eneigy. 
Otherwise, the limited energy at a satellite station will 
degrade the entire transmission system. 

The present invention resides in a multiple signal level 
atrangement in which the four signal point groups 91, 92, 
93, and 94 are allocated at a greater distance from each other, 
as shown in FIG. 10, for minimizing the eneigy consumption 
required for 16 QAM modulation of quasi 4 PSK signals. 

For clearing the relationship between the signal receiving 
sensitivity and the transmitting energy, the airangement of 
the digital transmitter 51 and the first receiver 23 will be 
described in more detail referring to FIG. 1. 

Both the digital transmitter 51 and the first receiver 2 3 are 
formed of known types for data transmission or video signal 
transmission e.g. in TV broadcasting service. As shown in 
FIG. 17, the digital transmitter 51 is a 4 PSK transmitter 
equivalent to the multiple-bit- QAM transmitter 1, shown in 
FIG. 2, without AM modulation capability. In operation, an 
input signal is fed through an input unit 52 to a modulator 
54 where it is divided by a modulator ii^mt 121 into two 
components. The two components are then transferred to a 
first two-phase modulator circuit 122 for phase modulation 
of a base carrier and a second two-phase modulator circuit 
123 for phase modulation of a carrier which is 90° out of 
phase with the base carrier respectively. The two outputs of 
the first and second two-phase modulator circuits 122 and 
123 are then combined by a stmmier 65 into a conqiosite 
modulated signal which is further transmitted from a trans- 
mitter unit 55. 

The resultant modulated signal is shown in the space 
diagram of FIG. 18. 

It is known that the four signal points are allcated at equal 
distances for achieving optimum energy utilization. FIG. 18 
illustrates an example where the four signal points 125, 126, 
127, and 128 rqnesem 4 two-bit patterns, 11, 01,00, and 10 
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respectively. It is also desirable for successful data transfer 
from the digital transmitter 51 to the first receiver 23 that the 
4 PSK signal from the digital transmitter 51 has an an^li- 
tude of not less than a given level. More specifically, when 
the minimum an^litude of the 4 PSK signal needed for 
transmission firom the digital transmitter 51 to the first 
receiver 23 of 4 PSK mode, or the distance between 0 and 
El in FIG. 18 is Afo, the first receiver 23 must successfully 
intercept any 4 PSK signal having an amplitude of more than 

The first receiver 23 is arranged to receive at its small- 
diameter antenna 22 a desired or 4 PSK signal which is 
transmitted from the transmitter 1 or digital transmitter 51 
respectively through the transponder 12 of the satellite 10 
and demodulate it with the demodulator 24. In more detail, 
the first reed ver 23 is substantially designed for interception 
of a digital TV or data communications signal of 4 PSK or 
2 PSK mode. 

HG. 19 is a block diagram of the first receiver 23 in which 
an input signal received by the antenna 22 firom the satellite 
12 is fed through the input unit 24 to a carrier reproducing 
circuit 131 where a carrier wave is demodulated and to a ii/2 
phase shifter 132 where a 90** phase carrier wave is demodu- 
lated. Also, two 90**-out-of-phase components of the input 
signal are respectively detected by a first phase detector 
circuit 133 and a second phase detector circuit 134 and are 
respectively transferred to first 136 and second discrimina- 
tion/demodulation drcuits 136 and 137. Two demodulated 
components fiiom their respective disarimination/denoodula- 
tion circuits 136 and 1^7, which have separately been 
discriminated at units of time slot by means of timing signals 
from a timing wave esctracting circuit 135, are fed to a first 
data stream reproducing unit 232 where they are combined 
into a first data stream signal which is then delivered as an 
output from the output unit 26. 

The input signal to the first receiver 23 will now be 
explained in more detail referring to the vector diagram of 
FIG. 20. The 4 PSK signal received by tiie first receiver 23 
firom the digital transmitter 51 is expressed in an ideal fomi 
without transmission distortion and noise, using four signal 
points 151, 152, 153, and 154. as shown in FIG. 20. 

In practice, the real four signal points appear in particular 
extended areas about the ideal signal positions 151, 152, 
153, and 154 respectively due to noise, amplitude distortion, 
and phase error devdoped duriiig transmissioa If one signal 
point is unfavorably displaced from its original position, it 
wiD hardly be di^guished firom its neighboring signal 
point and the enur rate will thus be increased. As the error 
rate increases to a critical level, the reproduction of data 
becomes less accurate. For enabling the data iquoduction at 
a maximum accqitable level of the error rate, the distance 
between any two signal points should be far enough.to be 
distinguished firom each other. If the distance is lAj^ the 
signal point 151 of a 4 PSK signal close to a critical eiror 
level has to stay in a first discrimination area 155 denoted by 
tiie hatching of HG. 20 and determined by iO-aA,l>A/;o and 
I0-b/2i{>A|io. This allows the signal transmission system to 
reproduce carrier waves and thus, demodulate a wanted 
signal. When the minimum radius of the antenna 22 is set to 
r^, the transmission signal of more than a given level can be 
intercepted by any receiver of the system. The ampUtude of 
a 4 PSK signal of the digital transmitter 51 shown in FIG. 
18 is minimum at A70 and thus, the minimum amplitude A^ 
of a 4 PSK signal to be received by the first receiver 23 is 
detennined to be equal to A^^ As a result, the first receiver 
23 can intercept and demodulate the 4 PSK signal fiom the 
digital transmitter 51 at the maximum acceptable level of the 
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emn* rate when the radius of the anteim 22 is more than Tq. 
If the transmission signal is of a modified 16- or 64-state 
QAM mode, the fiist receiver 23 may find it difficult to 
reproduce its earner wave. For compensation, the signal 
points are increased to dght which are allocated at angl^ of 5 
(7cAM-mc/2) as shown in FIG. 25(a) and its carrier wave will 
be reproduced by a 1 6x multiplication technique. Also, if the 
signal points are assigned to 16 locations at angles of mc/8 
as shown in FIG. 25(6), the carrier of a quasi 4 PSK mode 
16 QAM modulated si^ial can be reproduced with the 
carrier reproducing circuit 131 which is modified for per- 
forming 16x frequency multiplication. At the time, the 
signal points in the transmitter 1 should be arranged to 
satisly A,/(A|+A2)=tan(7i/8). 

Here, a case of receiving a QPSK signal will be consid- 
ered. Similarly to the manner performed by the signal point 
setting circuit 67 in the transmitter shown in FIG. 2, it is also 
possible to modulate the positions of the signal points of the 
QPSK signal shown in FIG. 18 (amplimde-modulation, 
pulse>modulation, or the like). In this case, the signal point ^ 
demodulating unit 138 in the first receiver 23 demodulates 
the position modulated or position changed signal. Hie 
demodulated signal is outputted together with the first data 
stream. 

Hie 16 PSK signal of the transndtter 1 will now be 25 
explained referring to the vector diagram of FIG. 9. When 
the horizontal vector distance Aj of the signal point 83 is 
greater than Aj^ of the minimum amplitude of the 4 PSK 
signal of the digital transmitter 51, the four signal points 83, 
84, 85, and 86 in the first quadrant of FIG. 9 stay in the 30 
shaded or first 4 PSK signal receivable area 87. When 
received by the first receiver 23, the four points of the signal 
appear in the first discriminating area of the vector field 
shown in FIG. 20. Hence, any of the signal points 83, 84, 85, 
and 86 of FIG. 9 can be translated into the signal level 151 35 
of FIG. 20 by the first receiver 23 so that the two-bit pattern 
of 11 is assigned to a corresponding time slot The two-bit 
pattern of 11 is identical to 11 of the first signal point group 
91 or first data stream of a signal from the transmitter 1. 
Equally, the first data stream wiU be reproduced at the 40 
second, third, or fourth quadrant As the result, the first 
receiver 23 reproduces two-bit data of the first data stream 
out of the plurality of data streams in a 16-, 32-, or 64-state 
QAM signial transmitted finom the transmitter 1. The second 
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signal poim group 91 and thus, wfll not affect the demodu- 
lation of the first data stream. They may however affect the 
reproduc^on of a carrier wave and an adjustment, described 
later, will be needed. 

If the transponder of a satellite supplies an abundance of 50 
energy, the forgoing technique of 16 to 64-state QAM mode 
transmission will be feasible. However, the transponder of 
the satellite in any existing satellite transmission system is 
strictly limited in the power supply due to its compact size 
and the czqiability of solar batteries. If the transponder or 55 
satellite is increased in size and thus weight, its launching 
cost will soar. This disadvantage will rarely be eliminated by 
traditional techniques unless the cost of lannrhing a satellite 
rocket is reduced by a considerable level. In the existing 
system, a common communications satellite provides as low 60 
as 20 W of power and a conomon broadcast satellite ofiiBrs 
100 W to 200 W at best For transmission of such a 4 PSK 
signal in the symmetrical 16-state QAM mode as shown in 
PIG. 9, the minimum »gnal point distance is needed 3A70 as 
the 16 QAM amplimde is expressed by 2A|=A2. Thus, the 6S 
energy needed for the purpose is nine times greater than that 
for transmission of a common 4 PSK signal, in order to 
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maintain compatibility. Also, any conventional satellite tran- 
sponder can hardly provide a power for enablii^ such a 
small amenna of the 4 PSK first recdver to intercept a 
transmitted signal thercficom. For example, in the existing 40 
W system, 360 W is needed for qipropriate signal transmis- 
sion and will be unrealistic with respect to cost 

It would be understood that the symmetrical signal state 
QAM technique is most effective when the receivers 
equipped with the same sized antennas are employed cor- 
responding to a given transmitting power. Another novel 
technique will however be preferred for use with receivers 
equipped with different sized antennas. 

In more detail, while the 4 PSK signal can be intercepted 
by a common low cost receiver system having a small 
antenna, the 16 QAM signal is intended to be received by a 
high cost, high quality, multiple-bit modulating receiver 
system with a medium or large sized antenna which is 
designed for providing highly valuable services, e.g. HDTV 
entertainment, to a particular person who invests more 
money. This aUows both 4 PSK and 16 QAM signals, if 
desired, with a 64 DMA, to be transmitted simultaneously 
with the help of a small increase in the transmitting power. 

For example, the transmitting power can be maintained 
low when the signal points are allocated at A^-Ax as shown 
in FIG. 10. The amplitude A(4) for transmission of 4 PSK 
data is expressed by a vector 96 equivalent to square root of 
(Ai+A2)^+(Bi+B2)^, Then, 

IA(4)I, = A,' + V = + ilfo = 2i4?p 
M(1QVIA(4)I = 2 

Accordingly, the 16 QAM signal can be transmitted at a 
two times greater amplitude and a four times greater trans- 
mitting energy than those needed for the 4 PSK signal. A 
modified 16 QAM signal according to the present invention 
will not be demodulated by a common receiver designed for 
symmetrical, equally distanced signal point QAM. How- 
ever, it can be demodulated with the second receiver 33 
when two threshold values A^ and Aj are preset to appro- 
priate values. In FIG. 10, the nrimnnifn distance between 
two signal points in the first segment of the signal point 
group 91 is Ai and AJIA^ is established as compared with 
the distance ZA^ of 4 PSK. Tlien, as Ai=A2, the distance 
becomes 14. Uris explains that the signal receiving sensitiv- 
ity has to be two times greater for lisc same enor rate and 
four times greater for the same signal level. For haviiig a 
four times greater value of sensitivity, the radius r^, of the 
antenna 32 of the second receiver 33 has to be two times 
greater dian the radius r| of the antenna 22 of the first 
receiver 23 thus satisfying r^2ri. For example, the ant^ina 
32 of the second receiver 33 is 60 cm diameter when the 
antenna 22 if the first receive' 23 is 30 cm. In this maimer, 
the second data stream representing the high frequency 
component of an HDTV will be carried on a signal channel 
and demodulated successfully. As the second receiver 33 
intercepts the second data stream or a higher data signal, its 
owner can enjoy a of high investmoit return. Hence, the 
second receivo: 33 of a high price may be accqned. As the 
minimum energy for transmission of 4 PSK data is prede- 
termined, the ratio n,0 of modified 16 APSK transmitting 
energy to 4 PSK transmitting energy will be calculated 
accordmg to the antenna radius rj of the second receiver 33 
using a ratio b^ween A| and A2 shown in FIG. 10. 

In particular, is expressed by ((Ai+A^VAi)^ which is 
the minimum eneigy for transmission of 4 PSK data. As the 
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signal point distance suited for modified 16 QAM intercep- 
tion is Aj, The signal point distance for 4 PSK interception 
is 2Ai, and the signal point distance ratio is A2/2A,, the 
antenna radius is determined as shown in FIG. 11, in 
which the curve 101 represents the relationship between the 
transmitting energy ratio n and the radius of the antenna 
22 of the second receiver 25. 

Also, the point 102 indicates transmission of common 16 
QAM at the equal distance signal state mode where the 
transmitting energy is nine times greater and thus will no 
more be practical. As apparent from the graph of FIG. U, the 
anterma radius of the second receiver 23 carmot be 
reduced further even if n,^ is increased more than 5 times. 

The transmitting energy at the satellite is limited to a 
small value and thus, n,g preferably stays not more than 5 
times the value, as denoted by the hatching of FIG. 11. The 
point 104 within the hatching area 103 indicates, for 
example, that the antenna radius t^, of a two times greater 
value is matched with a 4x value of the transmitting energy. 
Also, the point 106 represents that the transmission energy 
should be doubled when t^, is about Sx greater. Those values 
are all within a feasible range. 

The value of Uj^ not greater than Sx value is expressed 
using Ai and A2 as: 



«i6=((At+AJ/Ai>*<5 

Hence, A2<1.23Ai. 

If the distance between any two signal point group 
segments shown in FIG. 10 is 2A(4) and the maximum 
amplitude is 2A(16), A(4) and A(16)--A(4) are proportional 
to Al and A2 respectively. Hence, (A(16)f <5(A(14))^ is 
established 

The action of a modified 64 ASPK transmission will be 
described as the tiiird receiver 43 can perform 64-state QAM 

demodulation. 

FIG. 12 is a vector diagram in which each signal point 
group segment contains 16 signal points as compared with 
4 signal points of FIG. 10. The first signal point group 
segment 91 in FIG. 12 has a 4x4 matrix of 16 signal points 
allocated at equal intervals including the point 170. For 
providing compatibility with 4 PSK , Ai>Aj^ has to be 
satisfied. If the radius of the anterma 42 of the third receiver 
43 is r3 and the transmitting energy is 1104, the equation is 
expressed as: 
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The signal point allocation of the third data stream will 
now be explained referring to the vector diagram of FIG. 15 
which shows the first quadrant As shown, the four signal 
points 201, 205, 209, and 213 represent the two-bit patton 
of 11, the signal points 202, 206, 210, and 214 represent 01, 
the signal points 203, 207, 211, and 215 represent 00, and 
signal points 204, 208, 212, and 216 represent 10. Accord' 
ingly, the two-bit patterns of the third data stream can be 
transmitted separately of the first and second data streams. 
In other words, two-bit data of the three different signal 
levels can be transmitted respectively. 

As understood, the present invention permits not only 
transmission of six-bit data but also interception of three, 
two-bit, four-bit, and six-bit, different bit length data witii 
their respective receivers while the signal compatibility 
remains between these levels. 

The signal point allocation for providing compatibility 
between the three levels will be described 

As shown in FIG. 15, Ai>A7x, is essential for allowing the 
first receiver 23 to receive the first data stream. 

It is necessary to space any two signal points from each 
other by such a distance that the sub segment signal points, 
e.g. 182, 183, 184, of the second data stream shown in FIG. 
15 can be distinguished finom the signal point 91 shown in 
HG. 10. 

FIG. 15 shows that they are spaced by %A2. In this case, 
the distance between the two signal points 201 and 202 in 
the first sub segment 181 is Aj/6, The transmitting energy 
needed for signal interception with the tiiird receiver 43 is 
now calculated. If the radius of the antenna 32 is and the 
needed transmitting energy is n^^ times the 4 PSK transmit- 
ting energy, the equation is expressed as: 



This relationship is also denoted by the curve 211 in FIG. 
16. For example, if the transmitting energy is 6 or 9 times 
greater than that for 4 PSK transmission at the point 223 or 
222, the antenna 32 having a raHius of 8x or 6x value 
respectively can intercept the first, second, and third data 
streams for demodulatiorL As die signal point distance of the 
second data stream is close to ^^A^, the relationship between 
r| and T2 is expressed by: 
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This relationship between and n of a 64 QAM signal is 
also shown in the graphic representation of FIG. 13. 

It is imderstood that the signal point assigmnent shown in 
FIG. 12 allows the second receiver 33 to demodulate only 
two-bit patterns of 4 PSK data. Hence, it is desirable for 
compatibility between the first, second, and third receivers 
that the second receiver 33 is capable of demodulating a 
modified 16 QAM form from the 64 QAM modulated signal. 

The conqiatibility between the three discrete receivers can 
be implemented by three-level grouping of signal points, as 
illustrated in FIG. 14. A description follows referring to the 
first quadrant in which the first signal point group segment 
91 represents the two-bit pattern 11 of the fint d^ strearrL 

In particular, a first sub segment 181 in the first signal 
point group segment 91 is assigned the two-bit pattern 11 of 
the second data stream. Equally, a second 182, a tiiird 183, 
and a fourth sub segment 184 are assigned 01, 00, and 10 of 65 
the same respectively. This assigrunent is identical to that 
shown in FIG. 7. 



50 



55 



60 



Therefore, the anterma 32 of the second receiver 33 has to 
be slightiy increased in radius as denoted by the curve 223. 

As imderstood, while the first and second data streams are 
transmitted through a traditional satellite which provides a 
small signal transmitting energy, the third data stream can 
also be transmitted through a future satellite which provides 
a greater signal transmitting energy without interrupting the 
action of the first and second receivers 23 or 33 or with no 
need of modification of the same and thus, both the com- 
patibility and the advancement is ensured. 

Hie signal receiving action of the second receiver 33 will 
first be described. As compared with the first receiver 23 
arranged for interception with a small radius r^ anterma and 
demodulaticm of tiie 4 PSK modulated signal of the digital 
transmitter 51 or the first data stream of the signal of the 
u^mitter 1, the second receiver 33 is adopted for perfectiy 
demodulatmg the 16 signal state two-bit data, shown in FIG. 
10, or second data stream of the 16 QAM signal from the 
transnutler 1. In total, four-bit data including also the first 
data stream can be demodulated. The ratio between Aj and 
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is however diffeicnt in the two tiaosimtters. The two 
different data are loaded to a demodulation controller 231 of 
the second receiver 33, shown in FIG. 21, which in turn 
supplies their respective threshold values to the demodulat- 
ing dicuit for AM d^odulation. 5 

Hie block diagram of the second recdver 33 in FIG. 21 
is similar in basic construction to that of the first receiver 23 
shown in FIG. 19. The difference is that the radius r^ of the 
antenna 32 is greater than r| of the antenna 22. This allows 
the second receiver 33 to identify a signal component 
involving a smaller signal point distance. The demodulator 
35 of the second receiver 33 also contains first and second 
data stream reproducing units 232 and 233 in addition to the 
demodulation controller 231. There is provided a first dis- 
crimination/demodulation circuit 136 for AM demodulation 
of modified 16 QAM signals. As understood, each carrier is 
a four-bit signal having two, positive and negative, threshold 
values about the zero level. AS apparent from the vector 
diagram, of FIG. 22, the threshold values are varied depend- 
ing on the transmitting eneigy of a transmitto- since the 
transmitting signal of the embodiment is a modified 16 ^ 
QAM signal. When the reference threshold is TH^^, it is 
detennined by, as shown in FIG. 22: 



THi6=(A,+A2/2y(A|+A2) 25 

The various data for demodulation including A^ and A2 or 
TH15, and the value m for multiple-bit modulation arc also 
transmitted from the transmitter 1 as carried in the first data 
stream. The demodulation ccmtroUer 231 may be arranged 30 
for recovering such demodulation data through statistical 
process of the received signal. 

A way of determining the shift factor A1/A2 will be 
described with refoence to FIG. 26. A change of the shift 
factor A]/A2 causes a change of the threshold value. Increase 35 
of a difference of a value of A,/A2 set at the receiver side 
from a value of A1/A2 set at the transmitter side will increase 
the enor rate. Refening to FIG. 26, the demodolated signal 
from the second data stream n^xroducing unit 233 may be 
fed back to the demodulation controller 231 to change the 40 
shift factor A1/A2 in a direction to increase die error rate. By 
this arrangement, die thhrd recdver 43 may not demodulate 
the shift factor A|/A2» so that the dicuit coostnicdon can be 
simplified. Further, ibc transmitter may not transmit the shift 
factor Aj/As, so thai the transmission capadty can be 45 
increased. This technique can be applied also to the second 
recdver 33. 

FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b) are views showmg signal point 
allocations for the C-CDM signal points, wherem signal 
points are added by shifting in the polar coordinate direction SO 
(r, 6). The previously described C-CDM is characterized in 
that the signal points are shifted in the rectangular coordi- 
nate direction, i.e. XY direction; therefore it is referred to as 
rectangular coordinate system C-CDM. Meanwhile, this 
C-CDM characterized by the shifting of signal points in the S5 
polar coordinate direction, Le. r, 0 direcdon, is referred to as 
polar coordinate system C-CDM. 

FIG. 25(a) shows the signal allocation of 8PS-APSK 
signals, wherein four signal pdnts are added by shifting 
each of 4 QPSK signals in the radius r direcdon of the polar 60 
coordinate system. In diis manner, the APSK of polar 
coordinate system C-CDM having 8 signal pdnts is 
obtained from the QPSK as shown in FIG. 25(ii). As the pole 
is shifted in the polar coordinate system to add signal points 
in diis APSK, it is referred to as shifted pole-APSK, Le. 65 
SP-APSK in the abbreviated form. In this case, coordinate 
values of the newly added four QPSK signals 85 are 
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spedfied by using a shift factor S] as shown in FIG. 139. 
Namely, 8PS-APSK signal points includes ordinary QPSK 
signal points 83 (r^, 9o) and a signal point ((Si+l)(ro, Gq) 
obtained by shifting the signal point 83 in the radius r 
direction by an amotmt of S^rg. Tlius, a 1-bit subchannel 2 
is obtained in addition to a 2-bit subchannel 1 identical with 
the QPSK. 

Furthermore, as shown in the constellation diagram of 
FIG. 140, new dght signal points, represented by coordi- 
nates (rQ-fS2ro, 80) and (ro+Siro+S^Q, Bg), can be added by 
shifting the dght signal points (Iq, 6q) and (rQ+S^rQ, Oq) in 
the radius r direction. As this allows two kinds of allocations, 
a 1-bit subchannd is obtained and is referred to as 16PS- 
APSK which provides the 2-bit subchannel 1, 1-bit sub- 
channd 2, and 1-bit subchannd 3. As the 16-PS-APSK 
disposes the dgnal points on the lines of 6=^(2iH'I)ic, it 
allows the ordinary QPSK recdver expldned with reference 
to FIG. 19 to reproduce the carrier wave to demodulate the 
first 2-bit subchaimd although the second subchannel cannot 
be demodulated. As described above, the C-CDM method of 
shifting the signal points in the polar coordinate direction is 
useful in expanding the cqiadty of information data trans- 
mission while assuring compatibility to the PSK, espedally 
to the QPSK recdver, a main receiver for the present 
satellite broadcast service. Therefore, without losing the first 
generation viewers of the sateUite txroadcast service based 
on the PSK, the broadcast service will advance to a second 
generation stage wherdn the APSK will be used to increase 
transmittable informaticm amount by use of the multi-Ievd 
modulation while maintaining con^)atibility. 

In FIG. 25(^), the signal points aie allocated on the lines 
of B=n/8. >^th this arrangemmt, the 16 PSK signal points 
are reduced or limited to 12 signal points, i.e. 3 signal points 
in each quadrant With this limitation, these three signal 
points in each quadrant are roughly regarded as one signal 
pcnnt for 4 QPSK signals. Therefore, this enables die QPSK 
receiver to reproduce the first subchannd in the same 
manner as in the previous embodixnent 

More qiedfically, the signal points are disposed on the 
lines of B=n/4, e=n/4fn/8, and &=n/4-^. In other words, 
the added signals are oSiset by an amount ±6 in the angular 
dticction of die polar coonfinate system from the QPSK 
signals disposed on the lines of 0=n/4. Since all the signals 
are in the range of &:=n/4±7i^, they can be regarded as one 
of the QPSK signal points on the line of 8=7c/4. Although the 
error rate is lowered a littie bit in this case, the QPSK 
recdver 23 shown in FIG. 19 can discriminate these points 
as four signal points angulariy allocated. Thus, 2-bit data can 
be reproduced 

In case of the angular shift C-CDM, if signal points are 
disposed on the lines of tc/r, the carrier wave rqiroduction 
circuit can rqiroduce the carrier wave by the use of an 
r^multiplier circuit in the same manner as in other embodi- 
ments. If the signal points are not disposed on the lines of 
nhx^ the carrier wave can be reproduced by transmitting 
several pieces of carrier infcKmation within a predetermined 
period in the same manner as in other embodiment Assmn* 
ing that an angle between two signal points of the QPSK or 
8-SP- APSK is 28o in the polar coordinate system and a first 
angular shift factor is PI, two dgnal points (t^ ^ and 
(lo, %-P26o) are obtained by shifting the QPSK sigiul pomt 
in the angular 6 dnection by an amount iPiQo- Thus, the 
number of signal points are doubled. Thus, the 1-bit sub- 
channd 3 can tie added and is referred to as 8-SP-PSK of 
P=P1. If dght signal points are further added by shifting die 
8-SP-PSK signals in the radius r direction by an amount 
S^ro, it will become possible to obtain 16>SP-APSK (P, Si 
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type) as shown in FIG. 142. The subchannels 1 and 2 can be 
reproduced by two 8PS-PSKs having the same phase. 
Returning to HG. 2S{b\ as the C-CDM based on the angular 
shift in the polar coordinate system can be applied to the 
PSK as shown in FIG. 141, this will be adopted to the lirst 5 
generation satellite broadcast service. However, if adopted 
to the second generation satellite broadcasting based on the 
APSK, this polar coordinate system C-CDM is inferior in 
that signal points in the same group cannot be uniformly 
spaced as shown in FIG. 142. Accordingly, utilization effi- 
ciency of electrical power is worsened. Oin the other band, 
the rectangular coordinate system C-CDM has good com- 
patibility to the PSK. 

The system shown in FIG. 25(b) is compatible with both 
the rectangular and polar coordinate systems. As the signal 
points are disposed on the angular lines of the 16 PSK, they 
can be demodulated by the 16 PSK. Fuithermore, as the 
signal points are divided into groups, the QPSK receiver can 
be used for demodulation. Still further, as the signal points 
are also allocated to suit the rectangular coordinate system, 
the demodulation wiU be performed by the 16-SRQAM. 20 
Consequently, the compatibiiity between the rectangular 
coordinate system C-CDM and the polar coordinate system 
C-CDM can be assured in any of the QPSK, 16PSK, and 
16-SRQAM. 

The demodulation controller 231 has a memory 231a for 25 
storing therein different threshold values (i.e., the shift 
factors, the number of signal points, the synchronization 
rules, etc.) which correspond to different TV broadcast 
channels. When receiving one of the channels again, the 
values corresponding to the receiving channel will be read 30 
out of the memory to thereby stabOize the reception quickly. 

If the demodulation data is lost, the demodulation of the 
second data stream will hardly be executed. This will be 
explained referring to a flowchart shown in FIG. 24. 

Even if the demodulation data is not available, demodu- 35 
lation of the 4 PSK at Step 313 and of the first data stream 
at Step 301 can be implemented. At Step 302, the demodu- 
lation data retrieved by the first data stream reproducing imit 
232 is transferred to the demodulation controller 231. If m 
is 4 or 2 at Step 303, the demodulation controUer 231 40 
triggers demodulation of 4 PSK or 2 PSK at Step 3 13. If not, 
the procedure moves to Step 3 10. At Step 305, two threshold 
values THg and THig are calculated. The threshold value 
THjg for AM demodulation is fed at Step 306 from the 
demodulation controller 231 to both the &st 136 and the 45 
second discrimination/demodulation circuit 137. Hence, 
demodulation of the modified 16 QAM signal and repro- 
duction of the second data stream can be carried out at Steps 
307 and 315 respectively. At Step 308, the error rate is 
examined and if high, the procedure returns to Step 313 for so 
repeating the 4 PSK demodulation. 

As shown in FIG. 22 and the signal points 85, 83, are 
aligned on a line at an ai^le of cos((Dt-Hm/2) while 84 and 
86 are off the line. Hence, the feedback of a second data 
stream transmitting carrier wave data from the second data 55 
stream reproducing unit 233 to a canio- reproducing dicait 
131 is carried out so that no earner needs to be extracted at 
the timing of the signal points 84 and 86. 

Hie transmitter 1 is arranged to transmit carrier timing 
signals at intervals of a given time with the first data stream 60 
for the purpose of compensation for no demodulation of the 
second data stream. The carrier timing signal enables one to 
identify the signal points 83 and 85 of the first data stream 
regardless of demodulation of the second data stream. 
Hence, the reproduction of carrier wave can be triggered by 65 
the transmitting carrier data to the carrier reproducing circuit 
131. 



A determination then made at Step 304 of the flowchart of 
FIG. 24 as to whether or not m is 16 upon receipt of such a 
modified 64 QAM signal as shown in FIG. 23. At Step 310, 
a determination is also made as to whether or not m is more 
than 64. If it is determined at Step 311 that the received 
signal has no equal distance signal point constellalion, the 
procedure goes to Step 31Z The signal point distance TH^ 
of the modified 64 QAM signal is calculated firom: 



This calculation is equivalent to thatof TH^q but its resultant 
distance between signal points is smaller. 

If the signal point distance in the first sub segment 181 is 
A3, the distance between the first 181 and the second sub 
segment 182 is expressed by (A2-2A3). Then, the average 
distance is (A2-2A3)/(Ai+A2) which is designated as d^, 
when d^ is smaller than T2 which rq)re$ents the signal point 
discrimination cdpabihty of the second receiver 33, any two 
signal points in the segment will hardly be disdnguished 
from each other. Hiis judgement is executed at Step 313. If 
d^ is out of a permissive range, the procedure moves back 
to Step 313 for4 PSK mode demodulation. If d04 is within 
the range, the procedure advances to Step 305 for allowing 
the demodulation of 16 QAM at Step 307. If it is determined 
at Step 308 that the enorrate is too high, the procedure goes 
back to Stqp 313 for 4 PSK mode demodulation. 

When the transmitter 1 supplied a modified 8 QAM signal 
such as shown in FIG. 25(a) in which all the signal points 
are at angles of cos (2icf+*ic/4), the carrier waves of the 
signal are lengthened to the same phase and wiD thus be 
reproduced with much ease. At the time, two-bit data of the 
first data stream are demodulated by the 4-PSK recdyer 
while one-bit data of the second data stream is demodulated 
by the second receiver 33 and the total of three-bit data can 
be reproduced. 

The third receiver 43 will be described in more detail. 
FIG. 26 shows a block diagram of the third receiver 43 
similar to that of the second receiver 33 in FIG. 21. The 
difference is that a third data stream reproducing unit 234 is 
added and also, the discrimination/demodulation ciroiit has 
a capability of identifying eight-bit data. The antenna 42 of 
the third receiver 43 has a radius greater than r2 thus 
allowing smaller distance state signals, e.g. 32- or 64-state 
QAM signals, to be demodulated. For demodulation of the 
64 QAM signal, the first discrimination/ reproduction circuit 
136 has to identify 8 digital levels of the detected signal in 
which seven different threshold levels are involved. As one 
of the threshold values is zero, three are contained in the first 
quadrant 

FIG. 27 shows a space diagram of the signal in which the 
first quadrant contains three different threshold values. 

As shown in FIG. 27, when the three normalized thresh- 
old values are THIq^ 'nJ2^ and TH354 they are expressed 
by: 



TU2^r<Ai*Afi)nAM^ and 

Through AM demodulation of a phase d^ected signal 
using the three threshold values, the third data stream can be 
reproduced like the first and second data stream explained 
with FIG. 21. The third data stream contains e.g. four signal 
points 201, 202, 203, and 204 at the first sub segment 181 
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shown in FIG. 23 which represent 4 values of two-bit 
pattern. Hence, six digits or modified 64 QAM signals can 
be demodulated. 

The demodulation controller 231 detects the value m, A|, 

and A3 from the demodulation data contained in the first 
data stream demodulated by the first data stream reproduc- 
ing unit 232 and calculates the three threshold values THl^ 
TH264, and TH354 which are then fed to the first 136 and the 
second discrimination/demodulation circuit 137 so that the 
modified 64 QAM signal is demodulated with certainty. 
Also, if the demodulation data have been scrambled, the 
modified 64 QAM signal can be demodulated only with a 
specific or subscriber receiver. FIG. 28 is a flowchart show* 
ing the action of the demodulation controller 231 for modi- 
fied 64 QAM signals. Hie difference firom the flowdiart for 
demodulation of 16 QAM shown in FIG. 24 will be 
explained. The procedure moves from Step 304 to Step 320 
where it is determined whether or not in=32 or not If ra=32, 
demodulation of 32 QAM signals is executed at Step 322. If 
not, the procedure moves to Step 321 where it is d^ermined 
whether or not m=64. If yes, A3 is examined at Step 323. If 
A3 is smaller than a predetermined value, the procedure 
moves to Step 305 and the same sequence as of FIG. 24 is 
implemented. If it is judged at Step 323 that A3 is not smaller 
than the predetermined value, the procedure goes to Step 
324 where the threshold values are calculated. At Step 325, 
the calculated threshold values are fed to the first and second 
discrimination/demodulation circuits and at Step 326, the 
demodulation of the modified 64 QAM signal is carried out 
Then, the first, second, and third data streams are reproduced 
at Step 327. At Step 328, the error rate is examined. If the 
error rate is high, the procedure moves to Step 305 where the 
16 QAM demodulation is repeated and if low, the demodu- 
lation of the 64 QAM is continued. 

Hie action of carrier wave r^nodudion needed for execur 
tion of a satisfactory demodulating procedure will now be 
described. Hie scope of the present invention includes 
reproduction of the first data stream of a modified 16 or 64 
QAM signal using a 4 PSK receiver. Howevex; a common 4 
PSK receiver rarely reoonstiucts canrier waves, thus fisdling 
to perform a correct demodulatioo. For condensation, some 
arrangements are necessary at both the transmitter and 
receiver sides. 

Two techniques for compensation are provided according 
to the present invention. A first technique relates to trans- 
mission of signal points aligned at angles of (2n-l)7i/4 at 
intervals of a given time. A secmid technique offers trans- 
mission of signal points arranged at intervals of an angle of 
nn/8. 

According to the first tedmique, the eight signal points so 
including 83 and 85 are aligned at angles of n/4, 37i/4, 5n/4, 
and 77iM, as shown in FIG. 38. In action, at least one of the 
eight signal points is transmitted during sync time slot 
periods 452, 453, 454, and 455 arranged at equal intervals of 
time in a time slot g^ 451 shown in the time chart of FIG. 
38. Any desired signal points are transmitted during the 
other time slots. Hie transmitter 1 is also arranged to assign 
a data for the time slot interval lo the sync timmg data region 
499 of a sync data block, as shown in FIG. 41. 

The content of a transmitting signal will be explained in 
more detail referring to FIG. 41. The time slot group 451 
containing the sync time slots 452. 453, 454, and 455 
represents a unit data stream or block 491 carrying a data of 
Dn. 

The sync time slc^ in the signal are arranged at equal 
intervals of a given time determined by the time slot interval 
or sync timing data. Hence, when the arrangement of the 
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sync time slots is detected, reproduction of carrier waves 
will be executed slot by slot through extracting the sync 
timing data from their respective time slots. Such a sync 
timing data S is contained in a sync block 493 at the front 
end of a data frame 492, which consists of a number of sync 
time slots denoted by the hatching in FIG. 41. Accordingly, 
the data to be extracted for carrier wave reproduction are 
increased, thus allowing the 4 PSK receiver to reproduce 
desired carrier waves at higher accuracy and efficiency. 

The sync block 493 comprises sync data regions 496, 497, 
and 498, — containing sync data SI, S2, and S3, — respec- 
tively which include unique words and demodulation data. 
Hie phase sync signal assignment region 499 is at the end of 
the sync block 493, which holds a data of I7. including 
information about imerval arrangement and assignment of 
the sync time slots. 

The signal point data in the phase sync time slot has a 
particular phase and can thus be reproduced by the 4 PSK 
receiver. Accordingly, I^-in the jdiase sync signal assignmant 
region 499 can be retrieved without enor thus ensuring the 
reproduction of carrier waves at accuracy. 

As shown in FIG. 41, the sync block 493 is followed by 
a demodulation data block 501 which contains demodula> 
tion data about threshold voltages needed for demodulation 
of the modified multiple-bit QAM signal This data is 
essential for demodulation of the multiple-bit QAM signal 
and may preferably be contained in a region 502 which is a 
part of the sync block 493 for ease of retrieval. 

FIG. 42 shows the assignment of signal data for trans- 
mission of burst form signals through a TDMA method. 

The assignment is distinguished from that of FIG. 41 by 
the fact that a guard period 521 is inserted between any two 
adjacent Dn data blocks 491 and 491 for intenuption of the 
signal transmission. Also, each data block 491 is at the finmt 
end of a sync region 522, the signal points at a phase of 
(2a-l)n/4 are only transmitted. Accordingly, the carrier 
wave reproduction will be feasible with the 4 PSK recdver. 
More spedfically, the sync signal and carrier waves can be 
rqnodnced through the TDMA method. 

Hie earner wave r^roduction of die first receiver 23 
shown in FIG. 19 will be explained in more detail referring 
to FIGS. 43 and 44. As shown FIG. 43, an input signal is fed 
through the iiqiut imit 24 to a sym; detect drcuit 541 where 
it is sync detected. A demodulated signal fiom the sync 
detectfH- 541 is transferred to an output circuit 542 for 
reproduction of the first data stream. Adata of the phase sync 
signal assignment data region 499 (shown in FIG. 41) is 
reeved by an extracting tinung ccmtroller circuit 543 so 
that the tinung of sync signals of (2n-l)7i/4 data can be 
acknowledged and transferred as a phase sync control pulse 
561 shown in FIG. 44 to a carrier reproduction ccmtrolling 
drcuit 544. Also, the demodulated signal of the sync detec- 
tor circuit 541 is fed to a frcqaeacy multiplier drcuit 545 
where it is 4x multiplied prior to bemg transmitted to the 
carrier reproduction controlling circuit 544. The resultant 
signal denoted by 562 in HG. 44 contains true phase data 

563 and other data. As illustrated by 564 in the time chart 

564 of FIG. 44, the phase sync time slots 452 carrying the 
(2n-l)n/4 data are also contained at equal intervals. In the 
carrier reproduchig controlling circuit 514, the signal 562 is 
sampled by the phase sync control pulse 561 to produce a 
idiase sanq)le signal 565 which is dien converted through a 
sanxplc and hold operation into a phase signal 566. The 
phase signal 566 of the carrier rqnoduction controlling 
drcuit 544 is fed through a loop filter 546 to a VOO 547 
where its relevant carrier wave is reproduced. Hie repro- 
duced carrier is then sem to the sync d^ector circuit 541. 
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In this manner, the signal point data of the (2n-l)7c/4 
phase denoted by the shaded areas in FIG. 39 is recovered 
and utilized so that a correct carrier wave can be reproduced 
by 4x or 16x frequency multiplication. Although a plurality 
of phases are reproduced at the time, the absolute phases of 
the earner can be successfully be identified using a unique 
word assigned to the sync region 496 shown in FIG. 41. 

For transmission of a modified 64 QAM signal such as 
shown in FIG. 40, signal points in the phase sync areas 471 
at the (2n-l)7[/4 phase denoted by the hatching arc assigned 
to the sync time slots 452, 4S2b, etc. Its carrier can hardly 
be reproduced with a common 4 PSK receiver but can be 
successfully reproduced with the first receiver 23 of 4 PSK 
mode provided with the carrier reproducing circuit of the 
embodiment. 

The foregoing carrier reproducing is of COSTAS type. A 
carrier reproducing circuit of the reverse modulation type 
will now be explained according to the embodiment 

FIG. 45 shows a reverse modulation type carrier repro- 
ducing circuit according to the present invention, in which 
a received signal is fed from die iiq>ut unit 24 to a sync 
detector circuit 541 for producing a demodulated signal. 
Also, the input signal is delayed by a first delay dicuit 591 
to a delay signal. The delay signal is then transferred to a 
quadrature phase modulator circuit 592 where it is reverse 
demodulated by the demodulated signal from the sync 
detector circuit 541 to a carrier signal. Hie carrier signal is 
fed through a carrier reproduction controller circuit 544 to a 
phase comparator 593. A carrier wave produced by a VOO 
547 is delayed by a second dday circuit 594 into a delay 
signal which is also fed to the phase comparator 593. At the 
phase comparator 593, the reverse demodulated carrier 
signal is compared in phase with the delay signal thus 
producing a phase difference signal. Hie phase difference 
signal is fed through a loop filt^ 546 to the VOO 547 which 
in turn produces a carrier wave arranged in phase with the 
received carrier wave. In the same manner as of the CDS- 
TAS carrier reproducing circuit shown in FIG. 43, an 
extracting timing controller circuit 543 performs sampling 
of signal points contained in the hatching areas of FIG. 39. 
Accordingly, the carrier wave of a 16 or 64 QAM signal can 
be reproduced with the 4 PSK demodulator of the first 
receiver 23. 

The reproduction of a carrier wave by 16x frequency 
multiplication will be explained. The transmitter 1 shown in 
FIG. 1 is arranged to modulate and transmit a modified 16 
QAM signal with assignment of its signal points at rnt/8 
phase as shown in FIG. 46. At the first receiver 23 shown in 
HG. 19. the carrier wave can be rqjroduced with its COS- 
TAS carrier reproduction controller circuit containing a 16x 50 
multiplier circuit 661 shown in FIG. 48. The signal points at 
each tm/S phase shown in FIG. 46 are processed at the first 
quadrant b the action of the 16x multiplier circuit 661, 
whereby the carrier will be reproduced by the combination 
of a loop filter 546 and a VCO 541. Also, the absolute phase 
may be determined fiDm 16 different phases by assigning a 
uiuque word to the sync region. 

The arrangement of the 1 fix nmltiplier dicuit will be 
explained referring to HG. 48. A sum signal and a difference 
signal are produced firom the demodulated signal by an 
adder dnniit 662 and a subtracter circuit 663 respectively 
and then, multiplied together by a multiplier 664 into a cos 
26 signal. Also, a multiplier 665 produces a sin 26 signal. 
Hie two signals are then multiplied by a multiplier 666 into 
a sin 46 signal. 

Similariy, a sin 86 signal is produced from the two, sin 26 
and cos 26, signals by the comlnnation of an adder circuit 
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667, a subtracter circuit 668, and a multiplier 670. Further- 
more, a sin 166 signal is produced by the combination of an 
adder circuit 671, a subtractor circuit 672, and a multiplier 
673. Then, the 16x multiplication is completed. 

Through the foregoing 16x multiplication, the carrier 
wave of all the signal points of the modified 16 QAM signal 
shown in FIG. 46 will successfully be reproduced without 
extracting particular signal points. 

However, reproduction of the carrier wave of the modified 
64 QAM signal shown in FIG. 47 can involve an increase in 
the error rate due to dislocation of some signal points from 
the sync areas 471. 

Two techniques are known for compensation for the 
consequences. One is inhibiting transmission of the signal 
points dislocated from the sync areas. This causes the total 
amount of transmitted data to be reduced but allows the 
arrangement to be facilitated. The other is providing the sync 
time slots as described in FIG. 38. In more particular, the 
signal points in the im/8 sync phase areas, e.g. 471 and 471a, 
are transmitted during the period of the corresponding sync 
time slots in the time slot group 451. This triggers an 
accurate synchronizing action during the period thus mini- 
mizing phase error. 

As now understood, the 16x multiplication allows the 
simple 4 PSK receiver to reproduce the carrier wave of a 
modified 16 or 64 QAM signal. Also, the insertion of the 
sync time slots causes the phasic accuracy to be increased 
during the reproduction of carrier waves from a modified 64 
QAM signal. 

As set forth above, the signal transmission system of the 
present invention is cquble of transmitting a plurality of 
data on a single carrier wave simultaneously in ttie multiple 
signal level arrangement 

More specifically, three different level receivers which 
have discrete characteristics of signal intercepting sensitiv- 
ity and demodulating capability are provided in relation to 
one single transmitter so that any one of them can be 
selected depending on a wanted data size to be demodulated 
which is proportional to the price. When the first receiver of 
low resolution quality and low price is acquired together 
with a small antoma, its owner can intercept and reproduce 
the first data stream of a transmission signal. When the 
second receive of medium resolution quality and medium 
price is acquired together with a medium anteima, its owner 
can intercept and reproduce both the first and second data 
streams of the sigriaL When the third receiver of high 
resolution quality and high price is acquired with a large 
antenna, its owner can intercept and reproduce aU the first, 
second, and third data streams of the signal. 

If the first receiver is a home-use digital satellite broadcast 
receiver of low price, it will overwhdmingly be welcome by 
a majority of viewers. The second receiver accompanied 
with the medium antenna costs more and will be acceiMed by 
not oommon viewers but particular people who want to 
enjoy HDTV services. The third receiver accon^»nied with 
the large antenna at least before the satellite output is 
increased, is not appropriate for home use and will possibly 
be used in relevant industries. For example, the' third data 
stream carrying super HDTV signals is transmitted via a 
satellite to subscriber cinemas which can thus play video 
tapes rather than tradtlional movie films and run movies at 
low cost 

When the present invention is applied to a TV signal 
transmission service, thrse different quality pictures are 
carried on one signal channel wave and will offer compat- 
ibility with each othet Although the first embodiment refers 
to a4 PSK, a modified 8 QAM, a modified 16 QAM, and a 
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modified 64 QAM signal, other signals will also be 
employed with equal success including a 32 QAM, a 256 
QAM, an 8 PSK, and a 16 FSK, a 32 PSK signal. It would 
be understood that the present invention is not limited to a 
satellite transmission system and can be applied to a tenes- 5 
trial communications system or a cable transmission system. 

The transmission method of the invention can also be 
applied vo a 4-level or 8-lcvcl ASK signal as shown in FIG. 
58 and FIGS. 68(a) and (6), respectively. 

10 

EMBODIMENT 2 

A second embodiment of the present invention is featured 
in which the physical multi-levd arrangement of the first 
embodiment is divided into small levels through e.g. dis- 
crimination in error conection ctqrability, thus forming a 
logic muld-level construction. In the first embodiment, each 
multi-level channel has different levels in the electrical 
signal amplitude or physical demodulating capability. The 
second embodiment offers different levels in the logic repro- 
duction capability such as error conection. For example, the 
data D| in a multi-level chaimel is divided into two, D^.i and 
Di.2, components and D,., is more increased in the error 
correction capability than D,_2 for discriminatioiL Accord- 
ingly, as the error detection and correction capability is 
different between D,.! and D,.^ at demodulation, D^.i can 
successfully be rcprcMluced within a given error rate when 
the CTN level of an original transmitting signal is as low as 
disenabling the reproduction of D^.j. This will be imple- 
mented using the logic multi-levd anangemenL 

More specifically, the logic multi>level arrangement con- 
sists of dividing data of a modulated rrndd'-level chamiiel and 
discriminating distances between enor conection codes by 
mixing error correction codes with product codes for vary- ^ 
ing error conection capability. Hence, a more multi-level 
signal can be transmitted. 

In fact, a Dj.j channel is divided into two sub chaimels Dj 
and and a D2 chaimel is divided into two sub channels 
D2.i'and D2.2. 40 

This will be explained in more detail referring to FIG. 87 
in which D^.^ is reproduced firom a lowest C/S signal If die 
C/N rate is d at minimum, three components Di_2» D2.1 and 
D2.2 cannot be reproduced while D,.| is reproduced. If C/N 
is not less than c,Di.2 can also be reproduced. Equally, when 45 
C/N is b, D2.1 is reproduced and when C/N is a, I>2.2 is 
reproduced. As the C/N rate increases, the reproducible 
signal levels are increased in nmnben The lower the C/N, the 
fewer the reprodudhle signal levels. This wiU be explained 
in the form ofrelationsMp between transmitting distance and so 
reproducible C/N value referring to FIG. 86. In common, the 
Chi value of a received signal is decreased in proporti(m to 
the distance of transmission as expressed by the real line 861 
in FIG. 86. It is now assumed that the distance &om a 
transmitter anteima to a receiver anteima is La when C/N=a, 55 
Lb when CyN=b, Lc when C/N=c, Ld when C/N=d, and Le 
when C/N=e. If the distance from the transmitter aiUenna is 
greats than Ld, D^_| can be reproduced as shown in FIG. 85 
where the receivable area 862 is denoted by the hatching. In 
odier words, Dj.| can be reproduced within a most extended 60 
area. Similariy, D^.j can be rqiroduced in an area 863 when 
the distance is not more than Lc. In this area 863 containing 
the area 862, D|.| can with no doubt be reproduced. In a 
small area 854, D2.1 can be rqnoduoed and in a smallest area 
865, D2.2 can be reproduced. As understood, the different 6S 
data levels of a diannel can be reproduced cacresponding to 
degrees of declination in the QN rate. The logic multi-level 



anangement of the signal transmission system of the present 
invention can provide die same effect as of a traditional 
analogue transmission system in which the amount of 
receivable data is gradually loweied as the C/N rale 



The construction of the lo^c multi-level arrangement will 
be described in which tiiere are provided two physical levels 
and two logic levels. FIG. 87 is a block diagram of a 
transmitter 1 which is substantially identical in consuuction 
to that shown in FIG. 2 and described previously in the first 
embodiment and will not be further explained in detail. The 
only difference is that error conection code encoders are 
added as abbreviated to ECC encoders. Tlie divider circuit 3 
has four outputs 1-1, 1-2, 2-1, and 2-2 through which four 
signals D|.|, Di.2> I>2.i. and D2.2 divided fmm an iiqmt 
signal are ddivoed. The two sigxials D,.i and 0^.2 are fed 
to two, main and sub, ECC encoders 872a and 873a of a first 
ECC encoder 871a respectively for converting to error 
correction code forms. 

The main ECC encoder 872a has a higher error correction 
c^ability than that of the sub ECC encoder 873a. Hence, 
D,_i can be reproduced at a lower rate of C/N than D^.j as 
apparent from the CN-level diagram of HG. 85. More 
particulariy, the logic level of D|.i is less affected by 
declination of the C/N than that of D,_2. After error correc- 
tion code encoding, Dj.i and D2.2 are summed by a summer 
874a to a Di signal which is then transferred to the modu- 
lator 4. The other two signals D2.1 and D2.2 of the divider 
circuits are enor correction encoded by two, main and sub, 
ECC encoders 872 b and 8736 of a second ECC encoder 
8716 respectively and then, summed by a summer 8746 to 
a D2 sig^ which is transmitted to the modulator 4. The 
main ECC encoder 8726 is higher in the error correction 
cqnbility than the sub ECC encoder 8736. Tlie modulator 4 
in torn produces from the two, and D2, ii^t signals a 
nnilti-level modulated signal which is further transmitted 
firom the transmitter unit 5. As uzulerstood, the output signal 
from the transmitter 1 has two physical levels D| and D2 and 
also, four logic levels Dj.^, 0^.2, T>2r.i> and D2.2 based on the 
two idiysical levels for providing different error conection 
capabilities. 

The reception of such a multi-level signal will be expe- 
lained. FIG. 88 is a block diagram of a second receiver 33 
which is almost identical in construction to that shown in 
FIG. 21 and described in the first embodimenL The second 
receiver 33 arranged for intercepting multi-level signals 
from the transmitter 1 shown in FIG. 87 furtte- comprises 
first and second ECC decoder 876a 8766, in \i^ch the 
demodulation of QAM, or any of ASK, PSK, and FSK if 
desired, is executed. 

As shown in HG. 88, arecdver signal is demodulated by 
the demodul^or 35 to. the two, and D2, signals which are 
then fed to two dividers 3a and 36 respectively where they 
are divided into four logic levels Di_i, D,.2, D2.1, and D2.2. 
The four signals are transferred to the first and second ECC 
decoders 876a and 8766 in which Dj.| is error corrected by 
a main ECC decoder 877a, D1.2 by a sub ECC decoder 878a, 
D2.1 by a main ECC decoder 8776, D2.2 by a sub ECC 
decoder 8786 before all sent to the summer 37. In the mixer 
37, the four, Di.i, D1.2, D2.1, and D2.2t error corrected 
signals are combined into a signal which is then delivered 
firom the outpm unit 36. 

Since D,.x and D2.2 ^ higher in the error correction 
ca|>ability than D,.2 and D2.2 respectively, the enror rate 
remains less than a given value altiiough C/N is fairiy low 
as shown in HG. 85 and thus, an original signal will be 
reproduced suooessfiilly. 
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The action of disciiminating the error correction capabU- 
ily between the main ECC decoders 877a and 877fc of high 
code gain and the sub ECC decoders 878a and 878i» of low 
code gain will now be described in more detail. It is a good 
idea for having a difference in the error correction capability, 5 
i.c.. in the code gain, to use in the sub ECC decoder a 
common coding technique, e.g. Reed-Solomon or BCH 
method, as shown in FIG. 16S{b) for the ECC decoder, 
having a standard code distance and in %he main ECC 
decoder, another encoding technique in which distance 
between correction codes is increased using Reed-Solomon 
codes, their product codes, or other long-length codes or a 
trellis decoder 744p, 744^, and 744r shown in FIGS. 12S(d), 
128(tf ), 128(/). A variety of known techniques for increasing 
the error correction code distance have beea introduced and 
will not be explained in detail. The present invention can be 
associated with any known technique for having the Ictgic 
multi-level arrangement 

Also, as shown in the block diagram of FIGS. 160 and 
167, the transmitter further has an interieaver 74ik and the ^ 
receiver further has de-interleavers 759it and 936^. The 
interleave process is carried out by the use of the Interleave 
'Table 954 shown in HG. 168(a). De-interleave RAM 936x 
in the de-interleaver 9365 is used for decoding the data. By 
this arrangement, the data transmission system having high ^ 
reliability with respect to the burst error can be realized, 
resulting in stable transmitted images. 

The logic multi-level arrangement will be explained in 
conjuction with a diagram of FIG. 89 showing the relation- 
ship between C/N and error race after error correction. As 30 
shown, the straight line 881 represents D,.j al the C/N and 
error rate relation and the line 882 represents D1.2 at same. 

As the C/N rate of an input signal decreases, the enor rate 
increases after error correction. If C/N is lower dian a given 
value, the error rate exceeds a reference value Eth deter- 35 
minod by the system design standards and no original data 
will nomially be reconstructed. When ON is lowered to less 
than e, the signal fails to be reproduced as expressed by 
the line 881 of D,.! in HG. 89. When e^C/N<:d, D|. ^ of the 
D| signal exhibits a higher error rate than Eth and will not 40 
be reproduced. 

When C/N is d at the point 885^ D,_, having a higher 
error conectton capability than Di_2 becomes not higher in 
the error rate than Eth and can be reproduced. At the time, 
the error rate of Dj.j remains higher than Eth after error 
correction and will no longer be reproduced. 

When C/N is mcreased up to c at the point 885c, D1.2 
becomes not higher in the error rate than Eth and can be 
reproduced At the time, Dj.j and D2.2 remain in no 
demodulation state. After the C/N rate is increased further to 
b', the D2 signal becomes ready to be demodulated 

When C/N is increased to b at the point 885fc, D2., of the 
D2 signal becomes not higher in the error rate than Eth and 
can be reproduced At the time, the error rale of D2.2 remains 
higher than Eth and will not be reproduced When C/N is 
increased up to a at the point 885a, D2.2 becomes not higher 
than Eth and can be reproduced 

As described above, the four different signal logic levels 
divided from two, D, and Dj, physical levels through 60 
discrimination of the error correction equability betwera the 
levds, can be transmitted simultaneously. 

Using the logic multi-level arrangement of the present 
invention with a multi-level construction in which at least a 
part of the original signal is reproduced even if data in a 65 
higher level is lost, digital signal transmission will success- 
fully be executed without losing the advantageous effect of 
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an analogue signal transmission in which transmitting data 
is gradually decreased as the C/N rate becomes low. 

Thanking to up-to-date compression techniques, conn- 
pressed unage data can be transmitted in the logic multi- 
level arrangement for enabling a reodver station to repro- 
duce a higher quality image than that of an analogue system 
and also, with not sharply but at steps declining the signal 
level for ensuring signal interception in a wider area. The 
present invention can provide an extra effect of the multi- 
layer arrangement which is hardly implemented by a known 
digital signal transmission system without detcrioratii^ high 
quality image f^ata 

In addition, the address data of the image segment data, 
the base image data for image compression, the scramble 
cancellation data shown in the descrambler (FIG. 66), and 
high priority (HP) data, i.e., the data (e.g., the frame syn- 
duonizadon signal and header) that is most essential to 
image expansion of the HDTV signal, is transmitted as Di.i 
by the high code gain ECC encoder 743a (FIGS. 88, 133, 
170, and 172), and is received by the high code gain ECC 
decoder 758 of the receiver 43. 

This high priority data is protected because the error rale 
of priority data Dj.! does not increase noticeably. Fatal 
deterioration of the characteristic image quality of digital 
video transmissions is thus avoided, and a '^graceful degra- 
dation" effect whereby image quality gradually deteriorates 
is obtained The modulator 749 and demodulator 760 of 
FIGS. 133 and 170, respectively, can achieve this graceful 
degradation effect with 16-level QAM and 32-level QAM 
described above, 4-level VSB (FIG. 57) and 8-level VSB 
(FIG. 68) described below in the description of the fourth 
embodiment, and 8-level PSK. 

Fuithennore, as shown in the block diagrams of FIGS. 
133 and 156, atng difference in the oror rate of high pricnity 
data and low priority data can be created during signal 
reception by qyplying high code gain cnm correction coding 
of the high priority data by means of the ECC encode 744a 
and trellis encoder 744^ in the 2nd data stream ii^ut 744, 
while CTor correction encoding the low priority data with 
low code gain by the ECC encoder 743a only. 

As a result, even if the C/N ratio of the transmission 
system deteriorates significantly, the high priority data can 
te received Therefore, while the image quality deteriorates 
with the deterioration of the low priority data, the high 
priority data can also be reproduced in applications subject 
to severe C/N ratio deterioration, as found in the reception 
conditions encountered with mobile television receivers, and 
the pixel blodc positioning information is also r^miduced 
Because image block destruction is thus prevented, viewers 
are still able to receive and view broadcast programing 
under extremely poor iecq[)tion conditions. 

EMBODIMENTS 

A third embodiment of the present invention will be 
described referring to the relevant drawings. 

FIG. 29 is a schematic total view illustrating die third 
embodiment in the form of a digital TV broadcasting sys- 
tem. An input video signal 402 of super high resolution TV 
image is fed to an input unit 403 of a first video encoder 401. 
Then, the signal is divided by a divider circuit 404 into three, 
fi[rst, second, and thud, data streams which are transmitted to 
a compressmg circuit 405 for data compression before 
further delivered 

Equally, other three input video signals 406, 407, and 408 
are fed to a second 409, a third 410, and a fourth video 
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encoder 411 respectivdy which all are arranged identical in 
construction to the 6rst video encoder 401 for data com- 
pression. 

The four first data streams from thdr respecdve encoders 
401, 409, 410, and 411 are transferred to a first multiplexer 3 
413 of a multiplexer 412 where they are time multiplexed by 
a TDM process into a first data stream muldplex signal 
which is fed to a transmitter 1. 

A part or all of the four second data streams &om their 
respective encoders 401, 409, 410, and 411 are transferred to 10 
a second multiplexer 414 of the multiplexer 412 where they 
are time multiplexed to a second data stream multiplex 
signal which is then fed transmitter 1. Also, a part or sdl of 
the four third data streams are transferred to a third multi- 
plexer 415 where they are time multiplexed to a data stream IS 
multiplex signal which is then fed to the transmitter 1. 

The transmitter 1 performs modulation of the three data 
stream signals with its modulator 4 by the same manner as 
described in the first embodiment The modulated signals are 
sent fiom a transmitter unit 5 through an antenna 6 and an 20 
uplink 7 to a transponder 12 of a satellite 10 which in turn 
transmits it to three different recovers including a first 
receiver 23. 

The modulated signal transmitted through a downlink 21 
is intercepted by a small antenna 22 having a radius ri and ^ 
fed to a first data stream reproducing unit 232 of the first 
receiver 23 where its first data stream only is demodulated 
The demodulated first data stream is then converted by a first 
video decoder 421 to a traditicmal 425 or wide-picture NTSC 
or video output signal 426 of low image resolution. 

Also, the modulated signal transmitted througih a down- 
link 31 is intercepted by a medium antenna 32 having a 
radius and fed to a first 232 and a second data stream 
reproducing unit 233 of a second receiver 33 where its first 
and second data streams are demodulated respectively. The 
demodulated first and second data streams are then summed 
and converted by a second video decoder 422 to an HDTV 
or video output signal 427 of high image resolution and/or 
to the video output signals 425 and 426. ^ 

Also, the modulated signal transmitted through a down- 
link 41 is intercepted by a large antenna 42 having a radius 
r3 andfed to a first 232, a second 233, and athird data steam 
reproducing unit 2M of a third receiver 43 where its first, 
second, and third data su:eanis are demodulated respectively. 45 
The demodulated first, second, and third data streams arc 
then summed and converted by a third video decoder 423 to 
a 5iq)er HDTV or video ou^t signal 428 of super high 
image resolution for use in a video theater or dnema. The 
video output signals 425, 426, and 427 can also be repro- 50 
duced if desired. A common digital TV signal is transmitted 
firom a conventional digital transmitter 51 and when inter- 
cepted by the first-rcceivCT 23, will be converted to the video 
output signal 426 such as a low resolution NTSC TV signal. 

The first video encoder 401 will now be explained in more 55 
detail referring to the block diagram of FIG. 30. An ii^nit 
video signal of super high resolution is fed through the input 
unit 403 to the divider circuit 404 where it is divided into 
four components by sub-band coding process. In particular, 
the input video signal is separated by passii^ through a 60 
horizontal lowpass filter 451 and a horizontal higl^s filter 
452 of e.g. QAM mode to two, low and high, horizontal 
frequency components which are then subsampled into half 
of their quantities by two subsamplers 453 and 454 lespec- 
tivdy. The low horizontal component is filtered by a vertical ds 
lowpass filter 455 and a vertical highpass filter 456 into a 
low horizontal low vertical component or H^V^, signal and 
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a low horizontal high vertical component or signal 
respectively. The two, H^Vf, and H^Vn, signals are then 
subsampled into one half by two subsamblers 457 and 458 
respectively and transferred to the compressii^ dicuit 405. 

The high horizontal component is filtered by a vertical 
lowpass filter 459 and a vertical highpass filter 460 into a 
high horizontal low vertical highpass component or H^V^, 
signal and a high horizontal high vcrtic^ component or 
^H^H signal respectively. The two, Hj^V^ and H^Vj^ 
si^oals are then subsampled into one half by two subsam- 
plers 461 and 462 respectively and transferred to the com- 
pressing circuit 405. 

The H^V^ signal is preferably DCT compressed by a first 
compressor 471 of the canqnessing circuit 405 and fed to a 
first output circuit 472 as the first data stream. 

Also, the H^VjE, signal is compressed by a second com- 
pressor 473 and fed to a second output circuit 464. The 
H^V^ signal is compressed by a third compressor 463 and 
fed to die second output circuit 464. 

The HjyVtf signal is divided by a divide 465 into two high 
resolution (Hj^Vj^I) ,and super high resolution (HjcfV^) 
video signals whibh are then transferred to the second output 
circuit 464 and a third output circuit 468 respectively. 

The first video decoder 421 will now be explained in more 
detail referring to FIG. 31. The first data stream or signal 
of the first recdver 23 is fed through an input unit 501 to a 
descrambler 502 of the first video decoder 421 where it is 
descrambled. The descrambled D| signal is expanded by an 
expands 503 to H^V^ which is then fed to an aspect ratio 
changing dicuit 504. Thus, the H^V^ signal can be delivered 
through an output unit 505 as a standard 500, letterbox 
f(mnat 507, wide-screen 508, or sidepand format NTSC 
signal 509. The scarming format may be of non-interlace or 
interiace type and its NTSC mode lines may be 525 or 
doubled to 1050 by double tracing. When the recdved signal 
from the digital transmitter 51 is digital TV signal of 4 PSK 
mode, it can also be converted by the first recdver 23 and 
the first video decoder 421 to aTV picture. The second video 
decoder 422 will be explained in more detail referring to the 
block diagram of FIG. 32. The D^ signal of the second 
recdver 33 is fed through a first irqput 521 to a first expander 
522 for data expansion and then, transferred to an oversam- 
pier 523 where it is sampled at 2x. The oversampled signal 
is filtered by a vertical lowpass filter 524 into H^V^. Also, 
the D2 signal of the second recdver 33 is fed tfarougli a 
second input 530 to a divider 531 where it is divided into 
three components which are then transferred to second, 
third, and fourth expanders 532-534 respectivdy for data 
expansion. The three expanded components are sampled at 
2x by three oversamplers 535, 536, and 537 and filt^ed by 
a vertical higlqiass 538, a vertical lowpass 539, and a vertical 
highpass filter 540 respectivdy. Then, H^V^ from the ver- 
tical lowpass filter 524 and H^V„ firom the vertical hi^ass 
filter 538 are summed by an adder 525, sampled by an 
oversampler 541, and filtered by a horizontal lowpass filter 
542 into a low frequency horizontal video signal. Hj^V^ 
firom the vertical lowpass filter 539 and H^Vj^l firom the 
vertical highpass filter 540 are summed by an adder 526, 
sampled by an oversampler 544, and filtered by a horizontal 
highpass filter 545 to a high firequency horizontal video 
signaL The two, high and low frequency, horizontal video 
signaht are then BunwiwH by an adder 543 into a high 
resolution video signal HD which is further transmitted 
through an output unit 546 as a video output 547 of e.g. 
HDTV fotmaL If desired a traditional NTSC video output 
can be reconstructed with equal success. 
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FIG. 33 is a block diagram of the third video decoder 423 
in which the Di and D2 signals are fed through a first 521 
and a second input 530 respectively to a high frequency band 
video decoder circuit 527 where they are converted to an HD 
signal in the same manner as described above. The D3 signal 5 
is fed through a third input 551 to a super high frequency 
band video decoder circuit 552 where it is expanded, 
descrambled, and composed into li„V„2 signal. The HD 
signal of the high frequency band video decoder circuit 527 
and the H//V^2 signal of the super high frequency band 
video decoder circuit 552 are sunmied by a sununer 553 to 
a super high resolution TV or S-HD signal which is then 
delivered through an ou^ut unit 554 as super resolution 
video output 555. 

The action of multiplexing in the multiplexer 412 shown 
in FIG. 29 will be explained in more detail. FIG. 34 
illustrates a data assignment in which the three, first, second, 
and third, data streams D^, D2, D3 contain in a period of T 
six NTSC channel data LI, L2, L3, L4, L5, LIS, six HDTV 
channel data Ml, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6 and six S-HDTV 
channel data HI, H2, H3, H4, H5, H6 respa^vely. In ^ 
operation, the NTSC or D^ signal data LI to L6 are time 
multiplexed by TDM process during the period T More 
particularly, H^V^ of D^ is assigned to a domain 601 for the 
first chaimel. The;n, a difference data Ml between HDTV 
and NTSC or a sum of H^V^ H^V^ and H^V^l is assigned 
to a domain 602 for the first channel. Also, a difference data 
HI between HDTV and super HDTV or H^V^ (Sec HG. 
30) is assigned to a domain 603 for the first channel. 

The selection of the first chaimel TV signal will now be ^ 
described. When intercepted by the first receiver 23 with a 
small antenna coupled to the first video decoder 421, the first 
channel signal is converted to a standard or widescreen 
NTSC TV signal as shown in FIG. 31. When intercepted by 
the second receiver 33 with a medium antenna coupled to tiie 
second video decoder 422, the signal is converted by sum- 
ming LI of the first data stream Dj assigned into the domain 
601 and Ml of the second data stream Dj assigned to the 
domain 602 to an HDTV signal of the first channel equiva- 
lent in program to the NTSC signal. ^ 

When intercepted by the third receiver 43 with a large 
antenna coupled to the third video decoder 423, the signal is 
converted by sunmung LI of D| assigned to the domain 601, 
Ml of D2 assigned to the domain 602, and H^ of D3 assigned 
to the domain 603 into a super HDTV signal of the first 45 
channel equivalent in program to the NTSC signal The 
other channel signals can be reproduced in an equal manner. 

HG. 35 shows anoth^ data assigrunent LI of a first 
channel NTSC signal is assigned to a fist domain 601. The 
domain 601 which is allocated at the firont end of the first so 
data stream D|, also contains at firont a data S,i inchufing a 
descrambling data and the demodulation data described in 
the first embodiment A first channel HDTV signal is trans- 
mitted as LI and Ml. Ml, which is thus a difference data 
between NTSC and HDTV, is assigned to two domains 602 55 
and 611 of D2. If LI is a compressed NTSC component of 
6 Mbps, Ml is two times higher, that is, 12 Mbps. Hence, the 
total of LI and Ml can be demodulated at 18 Mbps with the 
second receiver 33 and the second video decoder 423. 
According to current data compression techniques, HDTV 60 
compressed signals can be reproduced at about 15 Mbps. 
This allows the data assignment shown in FIG. 35 to enable 
simultaneous reproduction of an NTSC and HDTTV first 
chaimel signal. However, this assigrunent allows no second 
channel HDTV signal to be carried, S21 is a descrambling 65 
data in the HDTV signal. A first channel super HDTV signal 
component comprises LI, Ml, and HI. The difference data 



HI is assigned to three domains 603, 612, and 613 of D3. If 
the NTSC signal is 6 Mbps, the super HDTV is as high as 
36 Mbps. When a compressed rate is increased, super HDTV 
video data of about 2000 scanning line for reproducdon of 
a cinema size picture for commercial use can be transmitted 
in an equal maimer. 

FIG. 36 shows a further data assignment in which HI of 
a super HDTV signal is assigned to six time domains. If a 
NTSC compressed signal is 6 Mbps, this assigimient can be 
nine times higher, that is, 54 Mbps of D3 data. Accordingly, 
sup^ HDTV data of higher picture quality can be transmit- 
ted. 

The foregoing data assigrmsent makes the use of one of 
two, horizontal and vertical, polarization planes of a trans- 
mission wave. When both the horizontal and vertical polar- 
ization planes are used, the firequency utilization will be 
doubled. This will be explained below. 

HG. 49 shows a data assignment in which Dy^ and Djc,, 
are a vertical and a horizontal polarization signal of the first 
data stream respectively, Dyj and D^ are a vertical and a 
horizontal polarization signal of the second data stream 
respectively, and Dv3 and D„ are a vertical and a horizontal 
polarization signal of the third data stream respectively. The 
vertical polarization signal Dy^ of the first data stream 
carries a low frequency band or NTSC TV data and the 
horizontal polarization signal Dj^ carries a high frequency 
band or HDTV data. When the first receiver 23 is equipped 
with a vertical polarization signal carries a high fine- 
quency band or HDTV data. When the first receiver 23 is 
equipped with an antenna for both horizontally and verti- 
cally polarized waves, it can reproduce the HDTV signal 
through suirmung LI and Ml. More specifically, the first 
receiver 23 can provide compatibility between NTSC and 
HDTV with the use of a particular type antenna. 

FIG. 50 illustrates a TDMA method in which each data 
burst 721 is acconq)anied at front a sync data 731 and acard 
data 741. AIso» a frame sync data 720 is provided at the fipont 
of a firame. Like channels are assigned to like time slots. For 
example, a first time slot 750 carries NTSC, HDTV, and 
super HDTV data of the first chaimel simultaneously. The 
six time stots 750, 750a, 750fr, 750c, 7504 750c, arranged 
independent from each other. Hence, each starion can offer 
NTSC, HDTV, and/or super HDTV services indepradenUy 
of the other stations through selecting a particular channel of 
the time slots. Also, the first receiver 23 can reproduce an 
NTSC signal when equipped with a horizontal polarization 
antenna and both NTSC and HDTV signals when equipped 
with a compatible polarization anrenn^ fri this respeO, the 
second receiver 33 can reproduce a super HDTV at lower 
resolution while the third receiver 43 can reproduce a fiill 
super HDTV signaL According to the third embodiment, a 
compatible signal transmission system will be constructed. 
It is understood that the data assigrunent is not limited to the 
burst mode TDMA method shown in FIG. 50 and another 
method such as time division multiplexing of continuous 
signals as shown in FIG. 49 will be employed with equal 
success. Also, a data assignment shown in FIG. 51 will 
permit a HDTV signal to be reproduced at high resolution. 

As set forth above, the compatible digital TV signal 
transmission system of the third embodiment can offer three, 
super HDTV, HDTTV, and conventional NTSC, TV broadcast 
services simultaneously. In addition, a video signal inter- 
cepted by a commercial station or cinema can be electron- 
ized. 

Hie modified QAM of the embodiments is now termed as 
SRQAM and its enor rate will be examined. 



5,600,1 

37 

Ex&U the error rate in 16 SRQAM will be calculated. FIG. 
99 shows a vector diagram of 1 6 SRQAM signal points. As 
apparent from the first quadrant, the 16 signal points of 
standard 16 QAM including 83o, 83^, 84a, 83a ate allocated ^ 
at equal intervals of 25. 

The signal point 83a is spaced 6 from both the I-axis and 
the Q>axis of the coordinate. It is now assumed that n is a 
shift value of the 16 SRQAM. In 16 SRQAM, the signal 
point 83a of 16 QAM is shifted to a signal point 83 where 
the distance firom each axis is n5. The shift vahie n is thus 
expressed as: 

15 

0<n<3. 

The other signal points 84a and 86a are also shifted to two 
points 84 and 86 respectively. 

If the enror rate of the first data stream is Pbi, it is obtained ^ 
from: 




25 



Also, the error rate Pe2 of the second data stream is obtained 30 

from: 
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The errc»r rate of 36 or 32 SRQAM will be calculated 
HG. 100 is a vector diagram of a 36 SRQAM signal in 
which the distance between any two 36 QAM signal points 
15 25. 

The signal point 83a of 36 QAM is spaced 5 finom each 
axis of the coordinate. It is now assumed that n is a shift 
value of the 16 SRQAM. In 36 SRQAM, the signal point 
83a is shifted to a signal point 83 where the distance from 
each axis is n5. Similaily, the nine 36 QAM signal pdnts in 50 
the first quadrant are shifted to points 83, 84, 85, 86, 97, 98, 
99, 100, 101 respectively. If a signal point group 90 com- 
prising the nine signal points is regarded as a single signal 
point, the error rate Pci in reproduction of only the first data 
stream Di with a modified 4 PSK receiver and the error rate 
in reproduction of the second data stream D2 after 
discriminating the nine signal points of the group 90 from 
each other, are obtained lespectivdy fiom: 

60 
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-continued 

FIG. 101 shows the relationship between error rate Pe and 
C/N rate in transmission in which the curve 900 represents 
a conventional or not modified 32 QAM signal. The straight 
line 905 represents a signal having lOr^-^ of the error rate. 
The curve 901a represents a D, level 32 SRQAM signal of 
the presem invention at the shift rate n of 1.5. As shown, the 
CVN rate of the 32 SRQAM signal is 5 dB lower at the enor 
rate of 10^^*^ than that of the conventional 32 QAM. This 
means that the present invention allows a D, signal to be 
reproduced at a given error rate when its C7N rate is 
relatively low. 

The curve 902a represents a level SRQAM signal at 
n=1.5 which can be reproduced at the error rate of KT^"* 
only when its ON rate is 2.5 dB higher than that of the 
conventional 32 QAM of the curve 900. Also, the curves 
9016 and 9Ql2b represent D| and D2 SRQAM signals at 
n=2.0 respectively. The curves 902c represents a 
SRQAM signal at n=2.5. It is apparent that the C/N rate of 
the SRQAM signal at the error data of KT^ is 5 dB, 8 dB, 
and 10 dB higher at n=U, ZO, and 2.5 respectively in the 
Di level and 2.5 dB lower in the D2 level than that of a 
conmKm 32 QAM signal 

Shown in FIG. 103 is the C/N rate of the first and second 
data streams Di, of a 32 SRQAM signal wUch is needed 
for mnintnining a Constant err or rate against variation of the 
shift n. As qsparent, when the shiitnis more dian 0.8, there 
is developed a dear diffenraice between two C/N rates of 
their respective and D2 levels so that the multi-level 
signal, namely first and second data, transmission can be 
in^lemented successfully. In brief, n>0.85 is essential for 
multi-level data transmission of the 32 SRQAM signal of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 102 shows the relationship between the C/N rate and 
the error rate for 16 SRQAM signals. The curve 900 
represents a common 16 QAM signal. The curves 901a, 
901i, 901c and D, level or first data stream 16 SRQAM 
signals at n=L2, 1.5, and 1.8 respectively. Hie curves 902a, 
902b, 902c are level or second data stream 16 SRQAM 
signals at n=1.2, 1.5, and 1.8 respectively. 

Ttie C/N rate of the first and second data streams Dj, D2 
of a 16 SRQAM signal is shown in FIG. IM, which is 
needed for maintaining a constant error rate against variation 
of the shift n. As apparent, when the shift n is more than 0.9 
(n>0.9), the multi-level data transmission of the 16 SRQAM 
signal wiD be executed. 

One exaniple of propagation of SRQAM signals of the 
present invention wfll now be described for use with a digital 
TV tenestxial broadcast service. FIG. 105 shows the rela- 
tionship between the signal level and the distance between 
a transmitter antenna and a receiver antenna in the terrestrial 
broadcast service. The curve 911 represents a transmitted 
signal firom the transmitter antenna which is 1250 feet high. 
It is assumed that the error rate essential for rq)roduction of 
an applicable digital TV signal is KT^*^. The hatching area 
912 represents a noise interruptioxL The point 910 represents 
a signal reception limit of a conventional 32 QAM signal at 
C/N=15 dB where Uie distance L is 60 miles and a digital 
HDTV signal can be intercepted at miinmum. 

Tb& C/N rate varies 5 dB under a worst case receiving 
condition such as bad weather. If a change in the idevant 
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condition, e.g. weather, attenuates the G/N late, the inter- 
ception of an HDTV signal will hardly be ensui^ Also, 
geographical conditions laigdy affect the propagation of 
signals and a decrease of about 10 dB at least will be 
unavoidable. Hence, successful signal interception within 60 
miles will never be guaranteed and above all, a digital signal 
will be harder to propagate than an analogue signal. It would 
be understood that the service area of a conventiotial digital 
TV broadcast service is less dependable. 

In case of the 32 SRQAM signal of the present invention 
or the 8-VSB shown in FIG. 68, three-level signal transmis- 
sion system is constituted as shown in FIGS. 133 and 137. 
This permits a low resolution NTSC signal of MPEG level 
to be earned on the 1-1 data stream Di.,, a medium 
resolution TV data of e.g. NTSC system to be carried on the 
1-2 data stream Dj.j, and a high frequency component of 
HDTV data to be carded on the second data stream Dj. 
Accordingly, the service area of the 1-2 data stream of the 
SRQAM signal is increased to a 70 mile point 910a while of 
the second data stream remains within a 55 mile point 910^, 
as shown in FIG. 105. FIG. 106 illustrates a computer 
simulation result of the service area of the 32 SRQAM signal 
of the present invention, which is similar to FIG. 53 but 
explains it in more detail. As shown, the regions 708, 703c, 
703a, 703^, and 712 represent a conventional 32 QAM 
receivable area, a 1-1 data level D,.} recdvable area, a 1-2 
data levd D,., receivable area, a second data level J>2 
receivable area, and a service area of a neighbor analogue 
TV station respectively. Hie conventional 32 QAM signal 
data used in this drawing is based on a conventionally 
disclosed one. 

For common 32 QAM signal, the 60-mile-radius service 
area can be established theoretically. The signal level will 
however be attenuated by geographical or weather condi- 
tions and particularly, considerably declined at near the limit 
of the service area. 

If the low firequency band TV component of MPEGl 
grade is carried on the 1-1 level Dj.j data and the medium 
frequency band TV component of NTSC grade on the 1-2 
levd Di.2 data and high frequency band TV component of 40 
HDTV on the second level Dj data, the service area of the 
32 SRQAM signal of the present invention is increased by 
10 miles in radius for reception of an EDTV signal of 
medium resolution grade and 18 miles for reception of an 
LDTV signal of low resolution grade although decreased by 
5 miles for reception of an HDTV signal of high resolution 
grade, as shown in FIG. 106. FIG. 107 shows a service area 
in case of a shift factor n or s=1.8. FIG. 135 shows the 
service area of FIG. 107 in terms of area. 

More particularly, the medium resolution con^nent of a 
digital TV broadcast signal of the SRQAM mode of the 
preset invention can successfully be intercepted in an unfa- 
vorable service region or shadow area where a conventional 
medium finequency band TV signal is haidly pnq)agated and 
attenuated doc to obstacles. Within at least the predeter- 
mined service area, the NTSC TV signal of the SRQAM 
mode can be intercepted by any traditional TV icceiver. As 
the ^ladow or signal attenuating area developed by building 
structures and other obstacles or by inteiference of a neigh- 
bor analogue TV signal or produced in a low land is 
decreased to a minimum, TV viewers or subscribers will be 
increased in number. 

Also, the HDTV service can be appreciated by only a few 
viewers who afford to have a set of high cost HDTV receiver 
and display, according to the conventional system. The 
system of the present invention allows a traditional NTSC, 
PAL, or SECAM receiver to intercept a medium resolution 
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component of the digital HDTV signal with the use of an 
additional digital tuner. A majority of TV viewers can hence 
enjoy the service at less cost and will be increased in 
number. This will encourage the TV broadcast business and 
create an extra social benefit 

Furthermore, the signal receivable area for medium reso- 
lution or NTSC TV service according to the present inven- 
tion is increased about 36% at n=2.5, as compared witii the 
conventional system. As the service area Uius the number of 
TV viewers is increased, the TV broadcast business enjoys 
an increasing profit This reduces a risk in the development 
of a new digital TV business which will thus be encouraged 
to put into practice. 

FIG. 107 shows the service area of a 32 SRQAM signal 
of the present invention in which the same effect will be 
ensured at n=1.8. Two service areas 703a and 7036, of Di 
and D2 signals respectively can be determined in extension 
for optimum signal propagation by varying the shift n 
considering a profile of HDTV and NTSC recover distri- 
bution or geographical features. Accordingly, TV viewers 
will satisfy the service and a supplier station will enjoy a 
maximum of viewers. 

This advantage is given when: 



ii>1.0 

Hence, if the 32 SRQAM signal is selected, the shift n is 
determined by: 



1<ikS 

Also, if the 16 SRQAM signal is employed, n is detennined 

by: 
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In the SRQAM mode signal terrestrial broadcast service 
in which the first and second data levels are created by 
shifting corresponding signal points as shown in FIGS. 99 
and 100, Uie advantage of the present invention will be given 
when the shift n in a 16, 32, or 64 SRQAM signal is more 
than 1.0. 

In the above embodiments, the low and high frequency 
band components of a video signal are transmitted as the first 
and second data streams. Howev^, the transmitted signal 
may be an audio signal. In this case, low frequency or low 
resolution components of an audio signal may be transmitted 
as the first data stream, and high frequency or high resolu- 
tion componoits of the audio signal may be transrmtted as 
the second data stream. Accordingly, it is possible to receive 
high C/N portion in high sound quality, and low C/N portion 
in low soimd quality. Hiis can be utilized in PCM broadcast, 
radio, portable telephone and the like. In this case, the 
broadcasting area or commurdcation distance can be 
expanded as compared with the conventional systems. 

Furthermore, the third embodiment can incorporate a time 
division multiplexing (TDM) system as shown in FIG. 133. 
Utilization of the TDM makes it possible to increase the 
number of subchannels. An ECC encoder 743fl and ECC 
encoder 743!?, provided in two subchannels, differentiate 
ECC code gaiiis so as to make a difference between thresh- 
olds of these two subchaimels, whereby an increase in the 
number of charmels of the multi-level signal transmission 
can be realized. In this case, it is also possible to provide the 
ECC encoder, such as two Trellis encoders 743a and 743b 
for VSB-ASK signals of 4 VSB, 8 VSB, 16 VSB as shown 
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in FIG. 137 and diflercntiate their code gains. The explana- 
tion of this block diagram is substantially identical to diat of 
later described blodc diagram of HG. 131 which shows the 
sixth embodiment of the present invention an4 therefore, 
will not be described here. 5 

FIG. 131 is a block diagram of the magnetic recording and 
reproducing apparatus, and FIG. 137 is a blodc diagram of 
the transmission ^)params. 

The up converter of the transmitter and the down con- 
verter of the receiver of the transmission apparatus can be 10 
substituted for the magnetic head recording signal amplifier 
circuit and the magnetic head reproducing signal anq)Iifier 
drcdt of the magnetic recording and reproducing apparatus, 
respectively, and there respective components are therefore 
identically constructed. The configuration and operation of is 
the modulator and demodulator of the magnetic recording 
and reproducing apparatus are therefore also idfgitical to 
those of the transmission apparatus. Similariy, the recording/ 
reprodudngAransmission system shown in FIG. 84 is iden- 
tical in construction to the transmission system shown in 20 
FIG. 156. To further simplify the system, the configuration 
shown in the block diagram of FIG. 157 can be used, or for 
even greater simplification the block diagram of FIG. 158 
can be used. 

In a simulation of FIG. 106, there is provided 5 dB 25 
difference of a coding gain between 1-1 subdiannd D,.! and 
1-2 subchannel D1.2. 

An SRQAM is the system applying a C-CDM (Constd- 
lation-Codc Division Multiplex) of the pfesent invention to 
a rectangle-QAM. A C-CDM, which is a multiplexing 30 
method independent of TDM or FDM, can obtain subchan- 
nels by dividing a constellation-code corresponding to a 
code. An increase of the number of codes will Ining an 
expansion of transmission capacity, which is not attained by 
TDM or FDM alone, while maintaining ahnost perfect 3S 
compatibili^ with conventional commnnication sq>paratus. 
Thus C-CDM can bring excellent effects. 

Although above embodiment combines the C-CDM and 
the TDM, it is also possible to combine the C-CDM with die 
FDM (Frequency Division Multiplex) to obtain similar 40 
modulation efiect of threshold valnes. Such a system can be 
used for a TV broadcasting, and FIGS. 108(a)-108(e) diow 
shows a frequency distribution of a TV sigpoaL A spectrum 
725 represents a frequency distribution of a conventional 
analogue, e.g.NTSC broadcasting signal. The largest signal 45 
is a video carrier 722. A color carrier 723 and a sound carrier 
724 are not so large. There is known a method of using an 
FDM for dividing a digital broadcasting signal into two 
frequencies. In this case, a carrier is divided into a first 
earner 726 and a second carrier 727 to transmit a first 720 50 
and a second signal 721 respectively. Interference can be 
lowered by placing first and second carriers 726 and 727 
suflficicntly far fitom the video carrier 722. The first signal 
720 serves to transmit a low resolution TV signal at a large 
output level, while the second signal 721 serves to transmit 55 
a high resolution TV signal at a small output level. Conse- 
quently, the multi-level signal transmission making use of an 
FDM can be realized widiout bemg bothered by obstruction. 

FIG. 134 shows an exan^)le of a conventional method 
using a 32 QAM system. As the subchannel A has a larger 60 
output than the subchannel B, a threshold value for the 
subchannel A, i.e. a threshold 1, can be set small 4-'S dB dian 
a threshold value for the subdiannel B, ie. a tfare^ld 2. 
Accordingly, a two-level broadcasting having 4-5 dB 
threshold difference can be realized. In this case, however, 65 
a large reduction of signal reception amount will occur if the 
receiving signal level decreases below the threshold 2. 
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Because the second signal 7210, havii^ a large information 
amount as shaded in the drawing, cannot be reed ved in such 
a case and only the first signal 720a, having a small 
information amount, is received. Consequently, a pecture 
quality brought by the second level will be extremely worse. 

However, the present invention resolves this problem. 
According to the present invention, the first signal 720 is 
given by 32 SRQAM mode which is obtained through 
C-CDM modulation so that the subchaimel A is divided into 
two subchannels 1 of A and 2 of A. The newly added 
subchannel 1 of A, having a lowest threshold value, carries 
a low resolution component The second signal 721 is also 
given by 32 SRQAM mode, and a threshold value for the 
subchaimel 1 of B is equalized with the threshold 2. 

With this arrangement, the region in which a transmitted 
ugnal is not received when the signal level decreases below 
the threshold 2 is reduced to a shaded portion of the second 
signal 721a in HG. 108. As the subchannel 1 of B and the 
subchaimel A are both receivable, the transmission amount 
is not so much reduced in totaL Accordingly, a better picture 
quality is reproduced even in the second level at ^ signal 
level of the threshold 2. 

By transmitting a normal resolution component in one 
subchannel, it becomes possible to increase the number of 
multiple level and expand a low resolution service area This 
low-threshold subchaimel is utilized for transmitting impor- 
tant information such as sound infcHmation, sync informa- 
tion, headers of respective data, because these information 
carried on this low-threshold subchannel can be surely 
received. Ilius stable reception is feasible. If a subchaimel is 
newly added in the second signal 721 in the same manner, 
the number of levels of multi-level transmission can be 
increased in the service area. In the case where an HDTV 
signal has 1050 scanning lines, an new service area equiva- 
lent to 775 lines can be provided in addition to 525 liises. 

Accordingly, the combination of the FDM and the 
C-CDM realizes an incxease of service area. Although above 
embodiment divides a subchannel into two, it is needless to 
s^ it is also possible to divide it into three or more parts. 

Next, a m^hod of avoiding obstnictioa by combining the 
TDM and the C-CDM win be explained. As shown in FIG. 
109, an analogue TV signal includes a horizontal retrace line 
portion 732 and a video signal portion 73L Tins method 
utilizes a low signal level of the hmizontal retrace line 
portion 732 and lum-display of obstruction on a picture 
plane during this period. By synchronizing a digital TV 
signal with an an^gue TV si^ial, horizontal retrace line 
sync slots 733 and 733a of the horizontal retrace line portion 
732 can be used for transmission of aninqxirtant signal, e.g. 
a sync signal or nuin^us data at a high output leveL Thus, 
it becomes possible to increase tite data amount or output 
level without increasing obstruction. A similar effect will be 
expected even if vertical retrace line sync slots 737 and 737a 
are provided synchronously with vertical retrace line por- 
tions 73S and 735a 

HG. 110 shows a principle of the C-CDM. Furthermore, 
FIG. HI shows a code assignment of the C-CDM equivalent 
to an expanded 16 QAM. FIG. 112 shows a code assignment 
of the C-CDM equivalent to an expanded 32 QAM. As 
shown in FIGS. HO and 111, a 256 QAM signal is divided 
into four, 740a, 740&, 740c, and 740<f, levels ^cfa have 4, 
16, 64, and 256 segments, respectively. A signal code word 
742Jof 256 QAM on the fourth level 740rf is "ilUIlir of 
8 bits. This is split into four code wcHds 741ii, 741Zy, 741c, 
and 74Wof ^bit»-H.e. "ir, "ir, -11", "II", which are 
then allocated on signal point regions 742a, 742^, 742c, and 
742J of first, second, third, and fourth levels 740a, 7402^, 
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740c, and 140d^ respectively. As a result, subchannels 1, 2, 
3, and 4 of 2 bits are created. This is termed C-CDM 
(ConsteUaiion-Code Division Multiplex). FIG. Ill shows a 
detailed code assignment of the C-CDM equivalent to 
expanded 16 QAM, and FIG. 112 shows a detailed code 
assignment of the C-CDM equivalent to expanded 32 QAM. 
As the C-CDM is an independent multiplexing method, it 
can be combined with the conventional FDM (Frequency 
Division Multiplex) or TDM (Time Division Multiplex) to 
further increase the number of subchannels. In this manner, 
the C-CDM method realizes a novel multiplexing systenL 
Although the C-CDM is explained by using rectangular 
QAM, other modulation system having signal points, e.g. 
QAM. PSK, ASK, and even FSK if frequency regions are 
regarded as signal points, can be also used for this multi- 
plexing in the same manner. 

For example, the eiror rate of the subchannel 1 of 8PS- 
APSK, explained in the embodiment 1 wiUi reference to 
FIG. 139, will be expressed as follows: 
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The emn- rate of the subchannel 2 is expressed as follows: 
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Furthermore, the error rate of the subdiannel 1 of 16-PS- 
APSK (PS type), explained with rderence to HG. 142, will 
be expressed as follow: 
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Hie eiror rate of the subchannel 2 is expressed as follows: 

p^-i6=-^ «^H'25"rT — to — r 
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Hie error rate of the subchannel 3 is expressed as foUows: 

•*(-§-) 



EMBODIMENT 4 

A fourth embodiment of the present invention will be 
described referring to the relevant drawings. 

HG. 37 illustrates the entire arrangement of a signal 
Uansmission system of the fourth embodiment, which is 
arranged for tenestiial so^ce and similar in both constnic- 
. tion and action to that of the tfatrd embodiment shown in 
FIG. 29. Tlie difference is that the transmitter antenna 6 is 
r^laced by a tenestrial antenna and the receiver antennas 
22, 23, and 24 are also replaced by three terrestrial antennas 
22a, 23a, and 24a. The action of the system is identical to 
that of the third embodiment and will not be explained in 
more detail. The terrestrial broadcast service unlike a satel- 
lite service dq)ends much on the distance between the 
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transmitter antenna 6a to the receiver antennas 22a, 32a, and 
42a. If a receiver is located far from the transmitter, the level 
of a received signal is low. Particularly, a common multi- 
level QAM signal can hardly be demodulated by the receiver 
which thus reproduces no TV program. 

The signal transmission system of the present invention 
allows the first receiver 23 equipped with the antenna 22a, 
which is located at a far distance as shown in FIG. 37, to 
intercept a modified 16 or 64 QAM signal and demodulate 
at 4 PSK mode tiie first data stream orD, component of the. 
received signal to an NTSC video si^aal so that a TV 
program picture of medium resolution can be displayed even 
if the level of the received signal is relatively low. 

Also, die second receiver 33 witii the antenna 32a is 
located at a medium distance from the antenna 6a and can 
thus intercept and demodulate both first and second data 
streams or D, and D^ components of the modified 16 or 64 
QAM signal to an HDTV video signal which in turn 
produces an HDTV program picture. 

The tiiird receiver 43 with the antenna 42a is located at a 
near distance and can intercept and demodulate the first, 
second, and tiiird data streams or Dj, Dj. and D3 compo- 
nents of the modified 1 6 or 64 QAM signal to a super HDTV 
video signal which in turn produces a super HDTV picture 
in quality to a common movie {ncture. 

The assigmncnt of frequendes is determined by the same 
manner as of the time division multiplexing shown in FIGS. 
34, 35, and 36. Like HG. 34, when tiie frequencies are 
assigned to first to sixtii diannels, LI of the Dj component 
carries an NTSC data of the first channel. Ml of tiie D2 
component carries an HDTV difference data of the first 
chaxmel, and HI of the D3 component carries a super HDTV 
difference data of tiie first channel. Accordingly, NTSC, 
HDTV, and super HDTV data all can be carried on the same 
channel. If D2 and D3 of the other channels are utilized as 
shown in FIGS. 35 and 36, more data of HDTV and super 
HDTV respectively can be transmitted for higher resolution 
display. 

As understood, the system aUows three diffident but 
compatible digital TV signals to be carried on a single 
charmel or using D2 and D3 regions of other chaxmels. Also, 
tiie medium resolution TV picture data of each charmel can 
be inteicqited in a wider service area according to the 
present invention. 

A variety of terrestrial digital TV broadcast systems 
employing a 16 QAM HDTV signal of 6 MHz bandwidtii 
have been proposed. Those are however not compatible with 
the existing NTSC system and thus, have to be associated 
with a simulcast technique for transmitting NTSC signals of 
the same program on another channel. Also, such a common 
16 QAM signal limits a sorice area. The terrestrial service 
system of the present invention allows a receiver located at 
a relatively far distance to intercept successfully a medium 
resolution TV signal with no use of an additional device nor 
an extm channel. 

FIG. 52. shows an interference region of the service area 
702 of a conventional tenestrial digital HDTV broadcast 
station 701. As shown, the service area 702 of the conven- 
tional HDTV station 701 intersects with the service area 7 12 
of a neighboring analogue TV station 711. At the intersect- 
ing region 713, an HDTV signal is attenuated by signal 
interference from the analogue TV station 711 and will thus 
be mtercepted with less consistency. 

FIG. 53 shows an interference region associated with the 
multi-level signal transmission system of the present inven- 
tion. The system is low in the eneigy utilization as con^iared 
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with a conventional system and its service arca 703 for 
HDTV signal propagation is smaller than the area 702 of the 
conventional system. On the contrary, the service area 704 
for digital NTSC or medium resolution TV signal propaga- 
tion is laiger than the convoitional area 702. The level of 
si£^ intcrfeience from a digital TV station 701 of the 
system to a ncighboriog analogue TV station 711 is equiva- 
lent to that from a conventional digital TV station, such as 
shown in FIG. 52. 

In die service area of the digital TV station 701 , there are 
three interference regions developed by signal interference 
from the analogue TV station 711. Both HDTV and NTSC 
signals can hardly be intercepted in the first region 705. 
Although fairiy interfered, an NTSC signal may be inter- 
cepted at an equal level in the second region 706 denoted by 
the left down hatching. The NTSC signal is carried on the 
first data stream which can be reproduced at a relatively low 
C/N rate and will thus be minimum affected when the C/N 
rate is declined by signal interference &om the analogue TV 
station 711. 

At the third region 707 denoted by the right down 
hatching, an HDTV signal can also be intercepted when 
signal interference is absent while the NTSC signal can 
constantly be intercepted at a low level. 

Accordingly, the overall signal receivable area of the 
system will be increased although the service area of HDTV 
signals becomes a litde bit smaUer than that of the conven- 
tional system. Also, at the signal attenuating regions pro- 
duced by interference from a neighboring analogue TV 
station, NTSC level signals of an HDTV pn^giam can 
successfully be intercepted as compared with the conven- 
tional system where no HDTV program is viewed in the 
same area. The system of the present invention much 
reduces the size of signal attenuating area and when 
increases the ei^rgy of signal transmission at a transmitter 
or transponder station, can extend the HDTV signal service 
area to an equal size to the conventional system. Also, NTSC 
level signals of a TV program can be intercepted more or 
less in a far distance area where no service is given by the 
conventional system or a signal interference area caused by 
an adjacent analogue TV station. 

Although the embodiment employs a two-level signal 
tratssmission method, a three-level method such as shown in 
FIG. 78 will be used with equal success. If an HDTV signal 
is divided into tiuee picture levds-HDTV, NTC, and low 
resolution NTSC, the sovice area shown in FIG. 53 will be 
increased finom two levels to diree levels i^iere the signal 
propagation is extended radially and outwardly. Also, low 
resolution NTSC signals can be received at an acceptable 
level at the first signal interference region 705 where NTSC 
signals are hardly be intercepted in the two-level systemu As 
uiulerstood, the signal interference is also involved from a 
digital TV station to an analogue TV statioa 

The description will now be continued, provided that no 
digital TV station should cause a signal interference to any 
neighboring analogue TV station. According to a novel 
system under consideration in U.S.A., no-use channels of 
the existing service channels are utilized for HDTV and 
thus, digital signals must not interfere with analogue signals. 
For the purpose, the transmitting level of a digital signal has 60 
to be decreased lower than that shown in FIG. 53. If the 
digital signal is of conventional 16 QAM or 4 PSK mode, its 
HDTV service area 708 becomes decreased as the signal 
interference region 713 is fairly large as shown in FIG. 54. 
This results in a less number of viewers and ^xmsors, 
whereby such a digital system will have much difficulty in 
operating as a profitable business. 
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FIG. 55 shows a similar result acccnding to die system of 
die present invention. As parent, the HDTV signal receiv- 
able 703 is a littie bit smaller than the equal area 708 of die 
conventional system. However, the lower resolution or 
NTSC TV signal receivable area 704 wfll be increased as 
compared with die conventional system. The hatching area 
represents a region where the NTSC level signal of a 
program can be received while HDTV signal of the seme is 
hardly intercepted. At the first interference region 705, both 
HDTV and NTSC signals caimot be intercepted due to signal 
interference from an analogue station 711. 

When the level of signals is equal, the multi-level trans- 
mission system of the present invention provides a smaller 
HDTV service area and a greater NTSC service area for 
interception of an HDHTV program at an NTSC agnal level . 
Accordingly, the overall service area of each station is 
increased and more viewers can enjoy its TV broadcasting 
service. Furthermore, HDTV/NTSC compatible TV busi- 
ness can be operated with econonucal advantages and con- 
sistency. It is also intended that the level of a transmitting 
signal is increased when the control on aveiting signal 
interference to neighboring analogue TV stations is lessened 
corresponding to a sharp increase in the number of home-use' 
digital receivers. Hence, die service area of HDTV signals 
will be increased and in this respect, the two diffierent 
regions for interception of HDTV/NTSC and NTSC digital 
TV signal levels respectively, shown in FIG. 55, can be 
adjusted in proportion by varying the signal point distance in 
the first and/or second data stream. As the first data stream 
carries information about the signal point distance, a multi- 
level signal can be received with more certainty. 

HG. 56 illustratBs signal interference between two digital 
TV stations in which a neighboring TV station 701a also 
provides a digital TV broadcast service, as compared with an 
analogue station m FIG. 52. Sim» the level of a transmitting 
signal becomes high, the HDTV service or high resolution 
TV signal recdvable area 703 in increased to an extension 
equal to the service area 702 of an analogue TV system. 

At the intersecting region 714 between two service areas 
of their respective stations, the received signal can be 
reproduced not to an HDTV level picture using a common 
directional antenna due to signal interference but to an 
NTSC level picture with a particular directional antenna 
directed towards a desired TV statioiL If a highly directional 
antenna is used, the recdved signal firom a target station will 
be reproduced as an HDTV picture. Hie low resolution 
signal receivable area 704 is increased larger dian the 
analogue TV system service area 702 and a pair of inter- 
secting regions 715 and 716 developed by the two low 
resohition signal reodvaUe areas 704 and 704a of tfadr 
respective digital TV stations 701 and 701a permit the 
received signal firom an antenna directed to one of die two 
stations to be reproduced as an NTSC level picture. 

TTie HDTV service area of the multi-level signal trans- 
mission system of the present invention itself will be mudi 
increased when applicable signal restriction rules are with- 
drawn in a coming digital TV broadcast service maturity 
time. 

At the time, the system of the present invention also 
provides as a wide HDHTV signal receivable area as of the 
conventional system and particularly, allows its transmitting 
signal to be reproduced at an NTSC level in a fimher 
distance or intersectmg areas where TV signals of the 
conventional system are hardly intercepted. Accoidingly, 
signal attenuating or shadow regions in the service area will 

be wwim yuTiftdi 
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EMBODIMENTS 

A Rfth embodiment of the present invention resides in 
amplitude modulation or ASK procedure. HG. 57 illustrates 
the assignment of signal points of a 4-level ASK signal, such 
as VSB signal, according to the fifth embodiment, in which ^ 
four signal points are denoted by 721, 722, 723, and 724. 
FIG. 68(a) shows the constellation of 8-leveI VSB signal. 
The four-level transmission permits a 2-bit data to be 
transmitted in every cycle period where as the dght-lcvcl 
transmission permits a 4-bit data. It is assumed that the four lo 
signal points 721, 722, 723, and 724 in the case of 4 VSB 
represent two-bit patterns 00, 01, 10, and 11 respectively. 

In FIG. 58, the constellation of 4-level ASK, such as 
4-level VSB, is shown. For ease of four-level signal trans- 
mission of the embodiment, the two signal points 721 and 

722 are designated as a first signal point group 725 and the 
other two signal points 723 and 724 are d^gnated as a 
second signal point group 726. The distance between the two 
signal point groups 725 and 726 is then determined wider 
than that between any two adjacent signal points. More 
specifically, the distance Lq between the two signals 722 and 

723 is arranged wider than the distance L between the two 
adjacent points 721 and 722 or 723 and 724. 

This is expressed as: 



Hence, the multi-level signal transmission system of the 
embodiment is based on L,^. The embodiment is however 30 
not limited to L^L, and will be employed temporarily 
or permanently depending on the lequiiements of design, 
amdition, and setting. In the case of VSB, the constellation 
shown in FIGS. 68(a) and {b) are takeiL 

Hie two signal point group arc assigned one-bit patterns 35 
of the first data stream Dj, as shown in FIG. 59(a). More 
particularly, a bit 0 of binary system is assigned to the first 
signal point giDup 725 and another bit 1 to the second signal 
point group 726. Then, a one-bit pattern of the second data 
stream D2 is assigned to each signal point For example, the 40 
two signal points 721 and 723 are assigned and the 
other two signal points 722 and 724 are assigned D2=l. 

The multi-level signal transmission of the present inven- 
tion can be implemented in an ASK mode using the fore- 
going signal point assignment The system of the present 45 
invention woiics in the same marmcr as of a conventional 
equal signal point distance technique when the signal to 
noise ratio or C/N rale is high. If the C/N rate becomes low 
and no data can be reproduced by the conventional tech- 
nique, the present system ensures reproduction of the first so 
da^ stream but not the second data stream D2. In more 
detail, the state at low C/N is shown in FIG. 60 illustrating 
the constellation of ASK of 4 VSB. The signal points 
transmitted are displaced by a Gaussian distrigution to 
ranges 721a, 722a, 723a, and 724a respectively at the 55 
receiver side due to noise and transmission distortioa Hieie- 
fore, the distinction between the two signals 721 and 722 in 
the case of slice level 2 or between 723 and 724 in the case 
of slice level 4 will hardly be executed. In other words* the 
enrorrateintheseconddatastreamDj will be increased. As 60 
parent from FIG. 60, the two signal points 721 and 722 are 
easily distinguished from the other two signal points 723 and 
724. The distinction between the two signal point groups 
725 and 726 can thus be carried out with ease. As the residt, 
the first data stream D, will be reproduced at a low error rate. 65 

Accordingly, the two different level data D, and D2 can be 
transmitted simultaneously. Mote paiticulatly, both the first 
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and second data streams D) and D2 of a given signal 
transmitted through the multi-level transmission system can 
be reproduced at the area where the CVN rate is high and the 
first data stream D, only can be reproduced in the area where 
the C/N rate is low. 

FIG. 61 is a block diagram of a transmitter 741 in which 
an input unit 742 comprises a first data stream input 743 and 
a second data stream input 744. A carrier wave from a carrier 
generator 64 is amplitude modulated by a multiplier 746 
using an input signal fed through a processor 745 from the 
input unit 743 to provide the 4-Ievel or 8-level ASK signal, 
as shown in FIG. 62(a). The modulated signal, i.e., the 
4-level or 8-level ASK signal is then band limited by a band 
pass filter 747 into a vestigial side band having some 
residual side band of the carrier, as shown in FIG. 62(^), i.e., 
to an ASK signal of e.g. VSB mode whidi is then delivered 
from an output unit 748. 

The waveform of the ASK signal after filtering will now 
be examined. FIG. 62(a) shows a firequency spectrum of the 
ASK modulated signal in which two sidebands are provided 
on both sides of the carrier frequency band. One of the two 
sidebands is eliminated by the filter 474 to produce a signal 
749 which contains a carrier component as shown in FIG. 
62(b), The signal 749 is a VSB sig^ and if the modulation 
firequency band is fg, will be transmitted in a firequency band 
of about f(/2. Hence, the finequency utilization becomes 
high. Usmg VSB mode transmission, the ASK signal of two 
bit per symbol shown in HG. 60 can thus cany in the same 
firequency band an amount of data equal to that of 16 QAM 
mode at four bits per symbol for 4 VSB, and 32 QAM mode 
at five bits per symbol for 8 VSB. 

FIG. 63 is a block diagram of arecetver 751 in which an 
iixput signal intercqited by a tenestrial antenna 32a is 
transferred through an mput unit 752 to a mixer 753 where 
it is mixed with a signal finom a variable oscillator 754 
controlled by channel selection to a lower mediimi fine- 
quency signal. The signal firom the mixer 753 is then 
detected by a detector 755 and filtered by an IFF 756 to a 
baseband signal which is transferred to a discriminating/ 
demodulator circuit 757 which has 4-Ievel slicer in the case 
of 4 VSB, and 8-level slicer in the case of 8 VSB. The 
discrimination/demodulator circuit 757 reproduces two, first 
D, and second D2, data streams firom the baseband signal 
and transmits them further through first and second data 
stream output 758 and 759 respectively. 

The transmission of a TV signal using such a transmitter 
and a receiver will be explained. HG. 64 is a block diagram 
of a video signal transmitter 774 in which a high resolution 
TV signal, e.g. an HDTV signal, is fed through an input unit 
403 to a divider circuit 404 of a first video encoder 401 
where it is divided into four high/low frequency TV signal 
cono^nents denoted by e.g. H^V^ ^tVif* H^V^ and 
H^Vj^ This action is identical to that of the third embodi- 
ment previously described referring to FIG. 30 and will not 
be explained in more detail. The four separate TV signals are 
racoded respectively by a compressor 405 using a known 
DPCMDCT variable length code encoding technique which 
is commonly used e.g. in MPEG. Meanwhile, the motion 
compensation of the signal is earned out at the input unit 
403. The compressed signals are summed by a sununer 771 
into two, first and second, data streams Dj and Dj. The low 
frequency video signal component or H^V^ signal is coa- 
tained in the first data stream Dp The two data stream 
signals Dj and D2 are then transferred to first and second 
data stream inputs 743 and 744 of a transmitter unit 741 
where they are amplitude modulated and sunmied into an 
ASK signal of e.g. VSB mode which is propagated from a 
terrestrial antenna for broadcast service. 
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F(G. 65 is a block diagram of a TV receiver for such a 
digital TV broadcast system. A 4-VSB or 8-VSB digital TV 
signal intercepted by a tenestrial antenna 32a is fed to an 
input 752 of a receiver 781. The signal is then transferred to 
a VSB deteclion/demodulalion circuit 760 where a desired 5 
channel signal is selected and demodulated to two, first and 
second, data streams D| and D2 which are then fed to first 
and second data stream outputs 758 and 759 respectively. 
The operation in the receiver unit 751 is similar to that 
described previously and will not be explained in more 10 
detail. The two data streams and D2 are seni to a divider 
unit 776 in which D, is divided by a divider 777 into two 
components; one or compressed H^V^ is transfeoed to a first 
input 521 of a second video decoder 422 and the other is fed 
to a summer 778 where it is summed with D2 prior to 15 
transfer to a second mput 531 of the second video decoder 
422. Compressed H^V^ is then sent from the first input 521 
to a first expander 523 where it is expanded to H^V^ of the 
original length which is then transferred to a video mixer 
548 and an aspect ratio changing circuit 779. When the input 20 
TV signal is an HDTV signal, Htyi, represents a wide- 
scrcoi NTSC signal. When the same is an NTSC signal, 
H^V|^ represents a lower resolution video signal, e.g. 
MPEGl, that an NTSC level. 

The input TV signal of the embodiment is an HDTV 25 
signal and H^V^ becomes a wide-screen NTSC signal. If the 
aspect ratio of an available display is 16:9, H^V^ is directly 
delivered through an output unit as a 16:9 video output 426. 
If the display has an aspect ratio of 4:3, H^V^ is shifted by 
the aspect ratio changing circuit 779 to a letterbox or 30 
sidepanel format and then, delivered fix>m the ouQnit unit 
780 as a corresponding formal video output 425. 

The second data stream D2 fed from the second data 
stream output 759 to the summer 778 is sununed with the 
output of the divider 777 to a sum signal which is then fed 35 
to the second input 531 of the second video decoder 422. 
The sum signal is fuitfaer transfened to a divider circuit 531 
while it is divided into three compressed forms of H^V^ 
HtfV^ and H^V jc,. The three conqoressed signals are then fed 
to a second 535, a thiid 536, and a fourth expander 537 40 
respectively for converting by expansion to HxVjti^ Hj^fV^ 
and H„V^ of the original lengdL The three signals are 
summed with H/^V^ by the video mixer 548 to a connate 
HDTV signal which is fed through an output 546 of ibc 
second video decoder to the output unit 780. Knally, the 45 
HDTV signal is delivered from the output unit 780 as an 
HDTV video signal 427. 

The output uni 1 780 is ananged for detecting an error rate 
in the second data stream of the second data stream output 
759 through an error rate detector 782 and if a condition in so 
which the error rate is high continues for a predetermined 
time, H^^V^ of low resolution video data systematically are 
produced for a predetermined time. 

Accordingly, the multi-level signal transmission system 
for digital TV signal transmission and reception becomes 55 
feasible. For example, if a TV signal transmitter station is 
near, both the first and second data streams of a received 
signal can successfully be reproduced to exhibit an HDTV 
quality picture. If the transmitter station is far, the first data 
stream can be reproduced to H£.V^ which is converted to a 60 
low resolution TV picture. Hence, any TV program will be 
intercepted in a wider area and displayed at a picture quality 
ranging from HDTV to NTSC levd. 

FIG. 66 is a blodc diagram showing another arrangement 
of the TV receiver. As shown, the receiver unit 751 oonlaiiis 65 
only a first data stream output 768 and thus, the pnxsessiqg 
of the second data stream or HDTV data is not needed so that 
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the overall construction can be minimized It is a good idea 
to have the first video decoder 421 shown in FIG. 31 as a 
video decoder of the receiver. Accordingly, an NTSC level 
picture will be rqnoduced. Hie receiver is fabricated at 
much less cost as having no capability to receive any HDTV 
level signal and will widely be accepted in the market In 
brief, the receiva* can be used as an adapter tuner for 
interception of a digital TV signal with giving no modifi- 
cation to the existing TV system including a display. 

When a scrambled 4-level VSB or 8-level VSB is 
received as shown in FIG. 66, the scramble cancellation 
signal transmitted with the 4- or 8-level VSB signal is 
compared by the desciamble number comparator 502!^ with 
the number stored in the descramble number register 502c in 
the descramUer 502. Only when the transmitted stored 
numbers match is descrambling of specific scrambled tcans- 
missions permitted. 

The TV receiver 781 may have a further arrangement 
shown in FIG. 67, which serves as both a satellite broadcast 
receiver for demodulation of PSK signals and a tenestrial 
broadcast receiver for demodulation of VSB signals. In 
operation, a PSK signal received by a satellite antenna 32 is 
mixed by a mixer 786 with a signal from an oscillator 787 
into a low firequenc^ signal which is then fed through an 
mput unit 34 to a mixer 753 similar to one shown in FIG. 63. 
The low frequency signal of PSK or QAM mode in a given 
channel of the satellite TV system is transferred to a modu- 
lator 35 where two data streams and D2 are reproduced 
firom the signal. and D2 are sent through a divider 788 to 
a second video decoder 422 where they arc converted to a 
video signal which is then delivered from an output unit 780. 
Also, a digital or analogue terrestrial TV signal intercepted 
by a tenestrial antenna 32a is fed through an iiqmt unit 752 
to the mix^ 753 where one desired chamiel is selected in the 
same manner as described in FIG. 63 and converted into to 
a low frequency base band signaL The signal of analogue 
form is sent directly to the demodulator 35 for demodula- 
tion. The signal of digital form is then fed to a discrimina- 
tion/demodulation circuit 757 where two data streams D, 
and I>2 are reproduced firom the signal D^ and D2 are 
converted by the seccmd video decoder 422 into a video 
signal which is then delivered further. A satellite analogue 
TV signal is transferred to a video donodulator 788 where 
it is AN modulated into an analogue video signal wtddti is 
then delivered from the output unit 780. As understood, the 
mixer 753 of the TV reodver 781 shown in FIG. 67 is 
ananged to be compatible b^ween two, satellite and terres- 
trial, broadcast services. Also, a receiver circuit including a 
detector 755 and an LPF 756 for AM modulation of an 
analogue signal can be utilized compatible with a digital 
ASK signal of the terrestrial TV serivice. Hie major part of 
the arrangement shown in FIG. 67 is arranged for compat- 
ible use, thus minimizing a circuitry constructioiL 

According to the embodiment, a 4-level ASK signal is 
divided into two, Dj and D2, level components for execution 
of the one-bit mode nmlti-level signal transmission. If an 
8-levei ASk signal as shown in FIGS. 68(a) and (b) iUus- 
trating the constellation of the 8-VSB signal, i.e., 8-level 
VSB signal is used, it can be transmitted in a one-bit mode 
three-level, D,, D2, and D3, arrangement, thus, three bits pre 
symbol in total. A shown in HG. 68(a), the first bit coding 
is done as follows. is assigned to signal points 721a 
and 721lr, 722a and 7226; 723a and 7236; and 724a and 
7246, each pair, Le., small group, rqnesentiqg a two-level 
pattern using one bit Next, the second bit coding is done as 
follows. D2 is assigned to two signal point groups 721 and 
722; and 723 and 724, two mid groups representing a 
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two-level pattern using one bit. Next, the third bit coding is circuitry, the circuit scale of the equalizer in the receiver is 

done as follows. Dj, is assigned to two laige signal point significantly smaller than that of receivers using QAM 

groups 725 and 726 representing a two-level pattern using modulation, which contains a phase component, because 

one bit More particularly, this is equivalent to a form in VSB and ASK are amplitude modulation methods. As a 

which each of the four signal points 721, 722, 723, and 724 s result, an 8-level VSB circuit board containing the error 

shown in FIG. 57 is divided into two components thus correction circuit is smaller than an equivalent 32-level 

producint, at the maximum, three different level data. QAM board with the same transmission capacity. 

As tmderstood from the above, each of the eight signal A digital HDTV receiver with an appropriate drcuit scale 

points is assigned with three bit data (D„ D2, D3). For and a large ground station broadcasting service area can 

example, if left side and right side are defined as logic 0 and 10 therefore be achieved using 8-level VSB. 

logic 1, respectively, the three bit data (Dj, Dj, D3) for the Note that the ECC 744<i and trellis encoder 7446 in the 

signal point 722a will be (0, 1, 0). This can be explained as transmitter and receiver block diagrams of FIG. 84 for the 

follows. Since the signal point 722fl is in the left side of the present embodimrat, FIGS. 131, 137, 156, and 157 for 

two large groups 725 and 726. logic 0 is given to D,. Also, embodiment 6, and FIG. 144 for embodiment 9 are used as 

the signal point 722a is in the right side of the two mid 15 exan^les of the specific error correction method, and the 4-, 

groups 721 and 722, so that logic 1 is given to Dj. Further 8-, and 16-level VSB modulator 749 described with refer- 

the signal point 722a is in the left side of the two small ence to HG. 61 are used for transmission. Hie VSB 

groups 722a and 722i>, so that logic 0 is given to Dj. In a demodulator 760 described with reference to FIG. 63 is used 

similar manner, the three bit data (Dj, Dj, D3) for the signal in the receiver to generate the digital reception data by 

point 723a will be (1, 0, 0). 20 means of the 4-, 8-, and 16-level level slicer 757 from the 4-, 

* The three-level signal transmission, such as for the digital 8-, and 16-level VSB signal. After error correction by means 

HDTV, is identical to that described in the third and fourth of the trellis decodo* 7596 and ECC decoder 759a, described 

embodiments and will no further be explained in detail. below with reference to FIG. 84 for the present embodiment. 

The effects of television broadcasting using the 8-lcvel and FIGS. 131, 137, 156, and 157 for embodiment 6, a 

VSB shown in FIGS. 68(a), (jb), and (c) are described below. 25 digital HDTV signal is generated by the image expander of 

While the transmitted data quantity is high with 8-level the image decoder 402, and the digital HDTV signal is then 

VSB, it also has a higher error rate than 4-level VSB for the output 

same ON value. However, in high image quality HDTV As shown in FIGS. 160(a) and (b) described bdow with 
traoismissions, the available transmission capacity makes it the sixth embodiment, the ECC encoder 744a uses a Reed- 
possible to ^ly more error correction coding, axid the error 30 Solomon encoder 744/ and interieaver 744&, and uses a 
rate can thus be reduced. Hiis band c^)acity also enable deinterieaver 759ib and Reed-Solomon decoder 7S9j for the 
multi-level (hierarchical) television bn»dcasts and other ECC decoder 759^. Applying interieaving as described in 
new features in the future. the previous embodiment improves resistance to transmis- 

• The relative effects of 4-level, 8-level, and 16-IeveI VSB sion system noise such as burst error, 

are described below. 35 Code gain can be further increased and the error rate 

In ground station broadcasts using the NTSC or PAL decreased by using a trellis encoder as shown in FIGS, 

frequency band, the usable transmission band is effectively 128(a), (b\ (c), {d)y (e), and (/). A ratio 2/3 trellis encoder 

limited to approximately 5 MHz because of the 6-MH2 744b and decoder 7S9b as shown in HG. 172 arc most 

frequency limit of the NTSC format, for example, as shown appropriate with 8-level VSB because of 3 bits/symbol 

in FIG. 136. Wlh 4-lcvel VSB, the effective data transmis- 40 coding. The data quantity is compressed 2/3 in this case, 

sion quantity is 5 MH2X4=20 Mbps because the frequency Hie embodiments have been described using primarily 

utilization efiBciency is 4 bits/Hz. A minimum of 15 the exan^le of a multilevel (hierarchical) digital television 

Mbps-18 Mbps is required, however, for digital HDTV signal. While an ideal broadcasting format can be achieved 

signal transmission. Because there is no spare caipadty with using a multilevel signal, the image compression circuit and 

4-level VSB, the redundancy used for error correction is 45 modulator/demodulator circuits become more complex, and 

only 10-20% of the HDTV effective transmission quantity are tiierefore not preferable due to cost for the start of new 

as shown in the comparison chart in FIG. 169. broadcasting services. As described at the beginning of the 

With 8-level VSB, the effective data transmission quantity fifth embodiment, a broadcasting system with a simple 

is 5 MHzx6=30 Mbps because the frequency utilization television circuit can be achieved by using a signal-si^al 

efficiency is 5 bits/Hz. While 15 Mbps-18 Mbps is required 50 mterval i.e., an equal interval, in the 4-level VSB and 

for digital HDTV signal transmission as described sixive, 8-level VSB signals and a non-multilevel television trans- 

when using 8-level VSB modulation, more than 50% of tiie mission, and by simplifying the circuit shown in FIG. 137 as 

actual HDTV signal transmission quantity can be used for shown in FIG. 157. Once the HDTV format is in common 

error correction coding as shown in FIG. 169. As shown by use» it is then possible to change to a hierarchical 8-level 

error rate curves 805 and 806 in FIG. 161, die error rate 55 VSB transmission format 

relative to the same C/N value in the transmission system is Four- and 8-level VSB have been described above, and 

less widi TCM 8-Ieve] VSB than with 4*level VSB, even 16- and 32-level VSB are described below with reference to 

through error correction code gam is greater with 8-level FIGS. 159(a)-(^}. FIG. 159(a) shows die 16-level VSB 

VSB than widi 4-level VSB, because significantly more constellation. As shown in FIG. 159(W. the signal between 

error correction coding can be added with 8-level VSB 60 two signal points is grouped into eight groups 722a-722h, 

during ground station broadcasting of same-data-rate HDTV which are treated as eight signal points and can be treated as 

digital signals using the 6-MHz band. As a result, 8-level 8-level VSB signals to enable a two-stage multilevel trans- 

VSB with high code gain error correction coding also has the nussion. In this case, multilevel transmission can be 

effect of enabling a larger service area for ground station achieved with time division multiplexing even when inter- 

HDTV broadcasts than does 4-level VSB. While die 65 mittentiy transnritling an 8-level VSB signal. The maximum 

increased size of the error correction circuits required with data rate with this method is 2/3. In FIG, 157(c), the data is 

8-levei VSB does increase the conq)lexity of the receiver further grouped into four groups 723a-723d; which can be 
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handled as 4-level VSB signals adding one more Icvd to the three-level transmission of a video signal. More paiticulaily, 

hierardiy. While the maximum data rate drops with time a third video decoder 423 is provided which contains two 

division nmltiptex transmission of 4-level VSB signals, mixers 556 and SS6a of different processing capability as 

multilevel transmission is possible with 3-stage multilevel shown in the block diagram of FIG. 71. 

VSB transmission. S Also, the thud video decoder 423 may be modified in 

With this method, a multilevel transmission whereby which the same action is executed with one single mixer 556 

8-level VSB or 4-level VSB data can be reproduced when as shown in HG. 72. At the first timing, five swatches 765, 

the CTN ratio of the 16-level VSB data deteriorates can be 765a, 7656, 765c, 16Sd remains turned to the position 1. 

achieved. By doubling the signal points of the 16-level VSB Hence, H^^V^ Hx.V^ Hj^V^^ and Hj|,V^ are fed from a first 

format as shown in FIG. t59(d), 32-level VSB transmission lo 522, a second 522a, a third 5226 and a fourth expander 522c 

is enabled. When 16-level VSB capacity is increased in the to through their respective switches to the mixer 556 where 

future, this method will maintain compatibili^ while mak- they are mixed to a single video signal. The video signal 

ing it possible to obtain a 6-bit/symbol data capacity. which represents H^^Vj^^-H of an input high resolution video 

By sununarizing the above, the VSB receiver shown in signal is then fed bade through the terminal 1 of the switch 

the block diagram of FIG. 161 and the VSB transmitter 15 765d to the terminal 2 of the switch 765c. At the second 

shown in the block diagram of FIG. 162 can be achieved. timing, the four switches 765, 765a, 7656, 765c are turned 

While 4-level VSB and 8-levcl VSB are used by way of to the point 2. Thus, H^Vj^H, H^V^-H, H^V^-H, and 

example above, i6-level VSB as shown in FIGS. lS9(ay{c) Hjr,V^-H are transfeixed to the mixer 556 where they are 

can {dso be used for transmission. With 16-levcl VSB, a mixed to a single video signal which is dien sent across the 

4&-Mbps transmission capacity can be used with a 6-MHz 20 tenninal 2 of the switch 765^ to the output unit 554 for 

band in ground station broadcastiiig. Because the datarate of further delivery. 

the HDTV digital con^nession signal is 15-18 Mbps using In this manner of time division processing of a three-level 

the MTCG standard, there is excessive reserve in the trans- signal, two mixers can be replaced with one mixer, 

mission capacity. As shown in FIG. 169, redundancy More particularly, four components H^^V^^ H^Vj^ HjtfV^ 

100% or greater; redundancy is therefore too great for 2S and H^Vj^ are fed to produce H^V^-H at the first timing, 

transmitting one channel digital HDTV, and the drcuitiy is Then, H^V^H, H^Vjr,-H, and H^Vg^K arc fed at the second 

simply made more complex with little additional advantage timing delayed firom the first timing and mixed with H£,V|;,-H 

gained over 8-level VSB. In addition, 16-levei VSB redun- to a target video signal. It is dius essential to perform the two 

dancy is only about 10%, the same as 4-level VSB redun- actions at an interval of time. 

dancy, in ground station HDTV broadcasting of two pro- 30 If the four conqxments are overly each other or are 

grams with 16-level VSB. As a result, the service area is supplied in a variable sequence, they have to be time-base 

reduced because sufiOcient error correction coding cannot be adjusted to a given sequence through using memories 

applied with two-program 16-lcvel VSB. As described accompanied with their respective switches 765, 765a, 

before, sufficient error correction caimot be applied with 7656, and 765c. In the foregoing manner, a signal is trans- 

4-level VSB because the redundancy R4=10-20% and the 35 mitted from the transmitter at two differmt timing periods as 

service area is limited. As will be known from FIG. 169, shown in FIG. 73 so that no time-base controlling circuit is 

sufficient error correction coding can be achieved with needed in the receiver which is thus arranged more compact. 

8-level VSB because the redundancy Rs=50%. A broad As shown in FIG. 73, D, is the first data stream of a 

service area can also be achieved without significantly. transmitting signal and H^V^ H^V^ H^V^ and H^Vj^ are 

In particular, the arrangement of the video encoder 401 of 40 transmitted on D ^ chaimel at the period of first timing. Then, 

the third embodunent shown in FIG. 30 is replaced by a at the period of second timing, UgVa and Hj^Vj^ are 

modification of the block diagram of HG. 69. The operation transmitted on D2 channel. As the signal is transmitted in a 

of the modified arrangement is similar and win not be time division sequence, the encoder in the receiver can be 

explained in greater detail. TWo video signal divider drcnits arranged more simple. 

404 and 404a which m^ be sub-band filters are provided 45 Hie technique of redudiig the nnmber of the expanders in 

forming a divider unit 794. The divider unit 794 may also be the decoder wiU now be explained. FIG. 74(^) shows a 

arranged more simple a shown in the block diagram of FIG. time-base assignment of four data con^nents 810, SlQo, 

70, in which a signal passes across one signal divider circuit 8102», and 810c of a signaL When other four data compo- 

two times at time division mode. More specifically, a video nents 811, 811a, 811^, and 811c are inserted between the 

signal of e.g. HDTV or super HDTV from the input unit 403 SO four data components 811, 811a, SUZ?, and 811c respec- 

is time-base compressed by a time-base compressor 795 and tively, the latter can be transmitted at intervals of time. In 

fed to the divid^ circuit 404 whoe it is divided into four operation, the second video decoder 422 shown in FIG. 

components, H//V,^H, Hj^V^-H, and UiW^^H, and H^V^- 74(a) receives the four components of the first data stream 

H, at a first cycle. At the time, four switches 765, 765a, 765^, Dj at a first inpai 521 and transfix them through a switch 

and 765c remain turned to the position 1 so that HjcfVjt^H, 55 812 to an expander 503 one after another. 

H;,V^-H, and H^V^^H, are transmitted to a compressing More particulariy, the component 810 first fed is 
circuit 405. Meanwhile, H^V^-H is fed back through the expanded during the feeding of the component 811 and after 
terminal 1 of the switch 765c to the time-base compressor completion of processing the con^nent 810, the succeed- 

795. At a second cycle, the four switches 765, 765a, 765^, ixig component 810^ is fed. Hoice, the expander 503 can 

and 765c turned to the position 2 and all the four cosnpo- 60 process a row of the components at time intervals by the 

nents of the divider circuit 404 are simultaneously trans- sanie time division manner as of the mixer; thus snbstiliiting 
fened to the compressing circuit 405. Accordingly, the for the simultauNUS operation of a mmober of expanders, 

divider tmit 769 of FIG: 70 arranged for time division FIG. 75 is a time-base assignment of data components of 
processing of an input signal can be constructed in a simpler anHDTVsignal,inwhidiH£.V^(l)ofanNTSCconq)oneDt 

dividing circuit form. 6S of the first channel signal for a TV program is allocated to . 

At the receiver side, such a video decoder as described in a data domain 821 of signaL Also, H|.V^ H^V^^ and 
the third embodiment and shown in FIG. 30 is needed for Hj^V^ carrying HDTV additional components of the first 
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channel signal are aliocaied to three domains 821a, 821^, 
and 821c of D2 signal respectively. There are provided other 
data components 822, 822a, HTlb, and 822c between the 
data components of the first channel signal which can thus 
be expanded with an expander circuit dming transmission of S 
the tnher data. Hence, all the data conaponents of one 
channel signal will be processed by a single expander 
enable of operating at a higher speed. 

Similar effects will be ensured by assignment of the data 
components to other domains 821, 821a, 821^, and 821c as 10 
shown in FIG. 76. This becomes more effective in trans- 
mission and reception of a common 4 PSK or ASK signal 
having no different digital levels. 

FIG. 77 shows a time-base assignment of data compo- 
nents during physical two-level transmission of three dif- 15 
ferent signal level data: e.g. NTSC HDTV, and super HDTV 
or low resolution NTSC, standard resolution NTSC, and 
HDTV. For example, for transmission of three data compo- 
nents of low resolution NTSC, standard NTSC, and HDTV, 
the low resolution NTSC or H^V^ is allocated to the data 20 
domain 821 of Di signal. Also, H^V,,^ Hj^V^ and H^V„ of 
the standard NTSC component are allocated to tlnee 
domains 821fl, 821^ 821c respectively. H^V^H, H^V^-H, 
and H^Vjj^H, of the HDTV component are allocated to 
domains &3. 823a, and 823^ respectively. 25 

Here, as shown by die block diagrams of FIGS. 156 and 
170, a logic level anangement based on discrimination in the 
error correction capability as described in the second 
embodiment is added to 4 VSB or 8 VSB . More paittculariy, 
H£,V^ is carried on D,.i channel of the D^ signal. The D^., 30 
channel is higher in the error correction capabOity than D|.2 
channel, as described in the second embodiment Hie D,.i 
channel is higher in the redundancy but lower in the error 
rate than the Dt.2 channel and the date 821 can be recon- 
stnicted at a lower OS rate than that of the other data 821a, 35 
821!}, and 821c. More specifically, a low resolution NTSC 
component will be reproduced at a far location from the 
transmitter antenna or in a signal attenuating or shadow area, 
e.g. the interior of a vehicle. 

In view of the error rate, the data 821 of D^.j channd is 40 
less affected by signal interference than the other data 821a, 
921b, and 821c of D,_2 channel, while being specifically 
discriminated and stayed in a different logic level, as 
described in the second embodiment While Dj and D2 are 
divided into two physically diffident levels, the levels deter- 45 
mined by discrimination of the distance between error 
correcting codes are arranged differenUy in the logic level. 

The demodulation of D2 data requires a higher C/S rate 
than that for Di data. In action, H^V^ or low resolution 
NTSC signal can at least be reproduced in a distant or lower 50 
C/N service area. H^V^ H^^V^ and Hj^V^ can in addition 
be reproduced at alower C/N area. Then, at ahigh C/N area, 
^/.V^rH, H„V£,-H, and Hj;|V^H components can also be 
reproduced to develop an HDTV signal. Accordingly, three 
different level broadcast signals can be pl^ed back. This 55 
method allows the signal receivable area shown in FIG. 53 
to increase from a double region to a triple region, as shown 
in FIG. 90, thus ensuring a higher opportunity for enjoying 
TV programs. 

FIGS. 78 is a block diagram of the third video decoder 60 
arranged for the time-base assigimient of data shown in FIG. 
77, which is similar to that shown in FIG. 72 except that the 
third input 551 for D3 signal is eliminated and the anange- 
ment shown in FIG. 74(a) is added. 

In operation, both the D, and D2 signals are fed through 65 
two input units 521 and 530 respectively to a switch 812 at 
the first timing. As their conqxmeiits including H^V^, are 



time divided, they are transferred in a sequence by the 
switch 812 to an expander 503. This sequence will now be 
explained referring to the time-base assignment of FIG. 77. 
A compressed form of H^V^ of die first channel is first fed 
to the expander 503 where it is expanded. Then, H^V^ 
HjcfVf,, and H„V„ are expanded. All the four expanded 
componrats are sent through a switch 812fl to a mixer 556 
where they are mixed to produce H^V/.-H. H^V^-H is then 
fed back from the terminal 1 of a switch 765a through the 
input 2 of a switch 765 to the H£.Vj. input of die mixer 556. 

At the second timing, H^V^-H, H^V^-H. and H^V^H of 
the D2 signal shown in FIG. 77 are fed to the expander 503 
where diey are expanded before transferred through the 
switch 821a to the mixer 556. They are mixed by the mixer 
556 to an HDTV signal which is fed through the terminal 2 
of the switch 765a to the output unit 521 for further delivery. 
The time-base assignment of data coniponents for transmis- 
sion, shown in FIG. 77, contributes to the simplest arrange- 
ment of the expander and mixer. Although FIG. 77 shows 
two, D, and Dj, signal levels, four-level transmission of a 
TV signal will be feasible using the addition of a D3 signal 
and a super resolution HDTV signal. 

FIG. 79 illustrates a time-base assignment of data com- 
ponents of a physical three-level, D^, Dj, D3, TV signal, in 
which data components of the same channel are so arranged 
as not to overl^ with one another with time. FIG. 80 is a 
block diagram of a modified video decoder 423, similar to 
FIG. 78, in which a third input 521a is added. The time-base 
assigrmient of data components shown in FIG. 79 also 
contributes to the simple constnicticm of the decoder. 

The operation of the modified decoder 423 is aknost 
identical to that shown in HG. 78 and associated with the 
time-base assignment shown in FIG. 77 and will not be 
explained in greater detail. It is also possible to multiplex 
data components on the D| signal as shown in FIG. 81. 
However, two data components 821 and 822 have increased 
error correction capability than the other data components 
821a, 812^, and 812c, thus staying at a higher signal level. 
More particulady, the data assignment for transmissions 
made in one physical level but two logic level relationship. 
Also, each data component of the second charmel is inserted 
between two adjacent data components of the first chaimel 
so that serial processing can be executed at the receiver side 
and the same effects as of the time-base assignment shown 
in FIG. 79 will thus be obtained. 

The dme-base assignment of data components shown in 
FIG. 81 is based on the logic level mode and can also be 
carried in the physical level mode when the bit transmission 
rate of the two dataconqx>nents 821 and 822 is decreased to 
Vi or thus to lower the error rate. The physical level 
arrangement consists of three different levels. 

FIG. 82 is a block diagram of another modified video 
decoder 423 for decoding of the D| signal time-base 
arranged as shown in FIG. 81, which is simpler in construc- 
tion than that shown in FIG. 80. Its operation is identical to 
that of the decoder shown in FIG. 80 and will not be 
explained in greater details. 

As understood, the time-base assignment of data compo- 
nents shown in FIG. 81 also contributes to the similar 
arrangement of the expander and mixer. Also, four data 
components of the D, signal arc fed at respective time slices 
to a mixer 556. Hence, the circuitry arrangement of the 
mixer 556 or a plurality of circuit blocks such as provided 
in the video mixer 548 of FIG. 32 may be arranged for 
changing the coimection therebetween corresponding to 
each data component so that they become compatible in time 
division operation and thus, minimiziy! in ciicuitry construc- 
tiorL 
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Accoidingly, the lecd ver can be miniiniz^ 
construction. 

It would be understood that the fifth embodiroent is not 
limited to ASK modulation and the other methods including 
PSK and QAM modulation, such as described in the first, s 
second, and third embodiments, will be employed with equal 

success. 

Also, FSK modulation will be eligible in any of the 
embodiments. For example, the signal points of a multiple- 
level FSK signal consisting of four fn^uency conqionents lO 
Fl, f2, £3, and f4 are divided into groups as shown in FIG. 
58 and when the distance between any two groups are 
spaced from each other for ease of disciimination, the 
multi-level transmission of the FSK signal can be imple- 
mented, as illustrated in FIG. 83. 15 

More particularly, it is assumed that the frequency group 
841 of a and £2 is assigned Dj=0 and the group 842 of f3 
and f4 is assigned Di=l, If fl and £3 represent 0 at and 
f2 and f4 represent 1 at Dj, two-bit data transmission, one bit 
alD]0rD2, will be possible as shown in HQ. 83. When the 20 
C/N rate is high, a combination of Di=0 and D^l is 
reconstructed at and a combination of Di=l and 
at t^4. When the C/N rate is low, 0^=0 only is reproduced 
att==t3andD,=:l at ^t4. In this manner, the FSK signal can 
be transmitted in the multi-level arrangement Hus imilti- 25 
state FSK signal transmission is applicable to each of the 
third, fourth, and fifth embocUments. 

The fifth embodiment may also be implemented in the 
form of a magnetic record/playback 2;)paratus of which 
block diagram shown in FIG. 84 because its ASK mode 30 
action is appropriate to magnetic record and playbadc opera- 
tion. 

Hie efifects of television broadcasting using the 8-level 
VSB shown in FIGS. 68(a), (6), and (c) are described below. 

While the transmitted data quantity is high with 8-level 35 
VSB, it also has a higher error rate than 4-level VSB for the 
same C/N value. However, in high image quality HDTV 
transmissions, the available transmission cq)acity makes it 
possible to apply nKire error correction coding, and the error 
rate can thus be reduced. This band capacity also enable 40 
multi-level (hierarchical) television broadcasts and mho* 
new features in the future. 

The relative effects of 4-levd, 8-leveI, and 16-Ievel VSB 
are described below. 

In ground station broadcasts using the NTSC or PAL 45 
frequency band, the usable transmission band is effectively 
limited to qyprosdmately 5 MHz because of the 6-MHz 
firequency limit of the NTSC format, for example, as shown 
in FIG. 136. With 4-level VSB, the effective data transmis- 
sion quantity is 5 MHzx4=20 Mbps because the frequency 50 
utilization efficiency is 4 bits/Hz. A minimum of 15 
Mbps-18 Mbps is required, however, for digital HDTV 
signal transmissioiL Because there is no spare capacity with 
4-level VSB, the redundancy used for error correction is 
only 10-20% of tiie HDTV effective transmission quantity 55 
as shown in the comparison chart in FIG. 169. 

With 8-level VSB, the effective data transmission quantity 
is 5 MHzx6=30 Mbps because the firequency utilization 
efficiency is S bits/Hz. While 15 Mbps-18 Mbps is required 
for digital HEXTV signal transmission as described above, 60 
when using 8-level VSB modulation, more than 50% of the 
actual HDTV signal transmission quaittity can be used for 
enor oonection coding as shown in FIG. 169. As shown 
error rate curves 805 and 806 in FIG. 161, the error rate 
relative to the same C/N value in the transmission system is d5 
less with TCM 8-level VSB than with 4-levd VSB, even 
through error conection code gain is greater with 8-leve] 



VSB than with 4-level VSB, because significantiy more 
error correction coding can be added witii 8-leve] VSB 
during ground station broadcasting of same-data-iate HDTV 
digital sigiuds u^ die 6-MHz band. As a result, 8-level 
VSB with high code gain error conection oodii^ also has the 
effect of enabling a larger sovice area for ground station 
HDTV broadcasts than does 4-level VSB. While the 
increased size of the error correction circuits required with 
8-lcvel VSB does increase the complexity of the receiver 
circuitry, the circuit scale of the equalizer in the receiver is 
significantiy smaller than that of receivers using QAM 
modulation, which contains a phase component, because 
VSB and ASK are an:q)litude modulation methods. As a 
result, an 8-Ievel VSB circuit board contaiiung the error 
conection circuit is smaller than an equivalent 32-level 
QAM board with the same transmission capacity. 

A digital HDTV receiver with an appropriate circuit scale 
and a large ground station broadcasting service area can 
therefore be achieved using 8-levd VSB. 

Note that die ECC 744a and trellis encoder 744b in the 
transnutter and receiver blodc diagrams of FIG. 84 for the 
present embodiment, FIGS. 131, 137, 156, and 157 for 
embodiment 6, and FIG. 144 for embodiment 9 are used as 
examples of the spedfic error correction m^hod, andthe 4-, 
8-, and 16-level VSB modulator 749 described with refer- 
ence to FIG. 61 are used for transmissioiL The VSB 
demodulator 760 described with reference to FIG. 63 is used 
in the recdver to generate the digital reception data by 
means of the 4-, 8-, and 16-Ievel level slicer 757 from the 4-, 
8-, and 16-ievel VSB signal. After error correction by means 
of the trellis decoder 759b and ECC decoder 759a, described 
below with refi^ence to FIG. 84 for the present embodiment, 
and FIGS. 131, 137, 156, and 157 for embodiment 6, a 
digital H£)TV signal is generated by the image expander of 
the image decoder 402; and the digital HDTV sigrml is then 
ou^uL 

As shown in FIGS. 160(a) and (b) described below vntii 
the sixth embodim^ the ECC encoder 744a uses a Reed- 
Solomon encoder 744j and interieaver 744ib, and uses a 
deintoleaver 759^ and Reed-Solomon decoder 759j for the 
ECC decoder 7590. Applying interieaving as described in 
the previous embodiment improves resistance to transmis- 
sion system nmse such as burst enon 

Code gain can be further increased and the errw rate 
decreased by using a trellis encoder as shown in FIGS. 
128(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (0. A ratio 2/3 trellis encoder 
744!^ and decoder 7596 as shown in FIG. 172 are most 
a|)propriaie with 8-level VSB because of 3 bits/symbol 
coding. The data quantity is co m pressed 2/3 in this case. 

The embodiments have been described using primarily 
the example of a multilevel (hierarchical) digital television 
signal W\nlc an ideal broadcasting format can be achieved 
using a multflevel signal, the image compression circuit and 
modulator/demodulator circuits become more complex, and 
are therefore not preferable due to cost for the start of new 
broadcasting services. As described at die beginning of the 
fifUi embodiment, a broadcasting system with a simple 
television circuit can be achieved by using a signal-signal 
interval b=Lo, Le., an equal interval, in the 4-level VSB and 
8-level VSB signals and a non-multilevel television trans- 
mission, and by simpliiying the circuit shown in FIG. 137 as 
shown in FIG. 157. Once the HDTV format is in common 
use, it is then pos^ble to change to a hierarcfaica] 8-Ievel 
VSB transmissioa format 

Four- and 8-level VSB have been described above, and 
16- and 32-level VSB are described bdow with reference to 
HGS. 159(aHfr). HG. 159(a) shows die 16-level VSB 
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constellation. As shown in FIG. 159(^), the signal between 
two signal points is grouped into eight groups 722a-722h, 
which are treated as eight signal points and can be treated as 
8-level VSB signals to enable a two-stage multilevel trans- 
mission. In this case, multilevel transmission can be 5 
achieves with time division multiplexing even when inter- 
mitlently transmitting an 8-level VSB signal. The maximum 
data rate with this method is In FIG. 157(c), the data is 
further grouped into four groups 723a-723d!, which can be 
handled as 4-level VSB signals adding one more level to the lo 
hierarchy. While the maximum data rate drops with time 
division multiplex transmission of 4-levcl VSB signals, 
multilevel transmission is possible with 3-stage multilevel 
VSB tiansmissioa 

y/i\h this method, a multilevel transmission whereby 15 
8-IeveI VSB or 4-level VSB data can be reproduced when 
the C/N ratio of the 16-level VSB data det^orates can be 
achieved. By doubling the signal points of the 16-level VSB 
format as shown in FIG. 159(d), 32-level VSB transmission 
is enabled. When 16-Ievel VSB capacity is increased in the 20 
future, this m^od will maintain compatibility while mak- 
ing it possible to obtain a 6-bit/symbol data capacity. 

By summarizing the above, the VSB receiver shown in 
the block diagram of FIG. 161 and the VSB transmitter 
shown in the block diagram of FIG. 162 can be achieved. 25 

While 4-lcvel VSB and 8-level VSB are used by way of 
example above, 16-level VSB as shown in FIGS. 159(ia)-{c) 
can also be used for transmission. With 16-level VSB, a 
4(^Mbps transmission c^ndty can be used with a 6-MHz 
band in ground station broadcasting. Because the data rate of 30 
the HDTV digital compression signal is 15-18 Mbps using 
the MPEG standard, there is excessive reserve in the trans- 
mission capacity. As shown in FIG. 169, redundancy 
100% or greater; redundancy is therefore too great for 
transmitting one channel digital HDTV, and the dicuitry is 35 
simply made more complex with little additional advantage 
gained over 8-lcvel VSB. In addition, 16-lcvel VSB redun- 
dancy is only about 10%, the same as 4-level VSB redun- 
dancy, in ground station HDTV broadcasting of two pro- 
grams with 16-level VSB. As a result, the service area is 40 
reduced because sufScient error correction coding cannot be 
applied with two-program 16-level VSB. As described 
before, sufficient error correction cannot be applied with 
4-level VSB because the redundancy 1^=10-20% and the 
service area is limited. As will be known firom FIG. 169, 45 
sufKcient error correction coding can be achieved with 
8-level VSB because the redundancy Rg=50%. A broad 
service area can also be adiieved without significantly 

FIG. 84 will now be explained in more detail. FIG. 174 is 
a block diagram showing a circuitry arrangement of QAM/ 50 
VSB compatible modulator for multi-level transmission 
according to Embodiment 5. The input 742 comprises a first 
data stream 743 and a second data stream 744 which are 
comibined by a processor 745 and then code allocated to 
I-channd and Q-diaxmel by an I/Q mapping 1000 prior to 55 
quadrature modulatioiL For the VSB modulation, the VQ 
mapping 1000 delivers data on one or I-axis of the two 
channels while the I and Q rhntmrfg are the same in the 
level. For the QAM modulation, the code assignment is 
executed according to the consteUadon diagram. Resultant 60 
mapped signal outputs of the I/Q mapping 1000 are trans- 
mitted to two FIR fillers 1001 and 1002 who^ they are 
weighted with roll-off characteristics before being supplied 
to DC offsets 1003 and 1004 respectively. In the VSB 
system, the t^ coefBcient values of the FIR filters 1001 and 65 
1002 are determined so that two filter outputs are orthogonal 
to each other. More particularly, a pair of equal input data 



streams are converted by the FIR filters 1001 and 1002 to 
two discrete code forms which are plotted in orthogonal 
relationship to each other in the coordinate. Also, in the VSB 
system, a portion of the carrier is allowed to pass through for 
ease of reproduction at the receiver side. Hiis is done at the 
DC offsets 1003 and 1004. The tap coefScients of the FIR 
filters 1001 and 1002 are selected with a VSB/QAM selector 
1009 for determining the type of modulation, A control 
output of the QAM/VSB selector 1009 actuates a coefildent 
generator 1008 for producing and delivering given coefS- 
cients to the two FIR filters 1001 and 1002. Two outputs of 
the DC offsets 1003 and 1004 are fed to a data selector 1005 
where their I/Q components arc alternately selected to 
produce a VSB or QAM modulated signal. The resultant 
digital modulated signal of the data selector 1005 is con- 
verted by a D/A converter to its analog form which is further 
transmitted from an output 748. The action of the data 
selector 1005 is controlled by a four-time symbol frequency 
clock produced and supplied from a clock generator 1007. 

As explained, the foregoing compatible hardware 
arrangement is enable of producing both QAM and VSB 
modulated signals by selectively detemiining the coefficient 
values of the coef&dent generator 1008. 

FIG. 175 is a block diagram showing another circuitry 
anangement of the QAM/VSB modulator for muld-level 
transmission accordiiig to Embodiment 5. TWo, first and 
second, data streams are multiplexed by a processor 745 and 
code allocated by an I/Q mapping 1000 to the I and Q 
coordinates. Resultant two, I and Q, chamiel data ou^mts of 
the I/Q mapfong 1000 are transferred to an I/Q selector 1010 
where one of thel and Q signals is sdected using a four-time 
symbol fiequency dock produced and sqiplied Irom a clock 
generator 1007. Hie selected channel modulated signal is 
waveform shaped by an FIR filter 1011, digital-to-analog' 
converted by a D/A converter 1012, and further transmitted 
through an output 748. 

In this arrangement, the filter circuit is simple as uniaxial 
although the filter processing speed has to be increased to 
two times that of the previous arrangement 

FIG. 176 illustrates a third modification of the QAM/VSB 
modulator of Embodiment S. Two, first and second, data 
streams are multiplexed by a processor 745 and transferred 
to an I/Q mapping 1000. 1 and Q channel signals plotted to 
their respective code points by the I/Q mapping 1000 are 
subjected to VSB orthogonal impulse response processing of 
two FIR filters 1026 and 1027 and transirdtted to two 
nmltipliers 1020 and 1021 respectively. The multipliers 
1020 and 1021 are loaded with differem waveform data 
determined by a cos table 1024 and a sin table 1023 
respectively to which a quasi-carrier is supplied from a 
counter IdilS. Accordingly, the I and Q channel signals are 
multiplied with the cos and sin signals respectively at their 
respective multipliers 1020 and 1021. Two noodulated oat- 
puts of the multipliers 1020 and 1021 are fed to an adder 
1022 where their 1 and Q data are combined. A residtant 
composite signal is then converted by a D/A converter 1006 
to its analog form which is iiuther delivered from an ouQxit 
748. 

In the third modification, the carrier frequency of the 
analog modulated signal can be changed by varying the 
counting interval of the counter 1025. 

FIG. 177 is. a block diagram showing a Trellis decoder in 
the demodulator. The Trellis encoder 7S9b explained with 
FIG. 84 may change the coding grain according to the level 
of the transmitter side and the conditions of a transmission 
line. Hence, a corresponding Trellis decoder is needed in the 
receiver side. 
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The perfonnance of the Tiellis decoder depends on how 
a code path is detennined through internal calculation and 
should be associated with some path memories. 

Hie results of calculation with the Trellis decoder denoted 
by 1030 are stored in a given number of path memories, 5 
generally 1032, 1033, and 1034, merged in a path memory 
group 1031. The number , of the results is preliminarily 
detennined from the needs at the receiver side, depending on 
e.g. the transmission channel basis or the broadcasting 
system of a type. For the purpose, an address control signal lo 
is supplied to a memory address generator 1035 which in 
turn addresses a corresponding one of the path memories to 
select a code path. 

This arrangement allows the single Trellis decoder 1030 
associated with the phiral memories to perform multiple 15 
characteristics as acting as a number of the IVellis decoders. 
Thus, demodulator will be reduced in the hardware con- 
struction as compared with a conventional circuit arrange- 
ment where a phjrality of the IVellis decoders are coupled in 
parallel for selective use. 20 

FIG. 178 is a block diagram of a receiver for interception 
of VSB multi-level transmitted signals emitted in the air. It 
is also essential for digital broadcasting service to eliminate 
any signal interference whidi is common in the convential 
analog broadcasting systems. 25 

For elimination of such an interference, notch filters have 
been used with optimum success. However, any fixed notch 
filter can hardly conduct a frequency offset signal used in the 
conventional analog broadcasting system. The receiver 
shown in FIG. 178 offers an improvement An analog or 30 
digital signal from an antenna 32a is sdectively received by 
a tuner 752 and data extracted by an VQ detector 1040. 
During the detection, a firequency error correction signal is 
produced by an AFC detector 1043 firom oxthogonal data and 
fed back to the tuner 752. The AFC detector 1043 is adq)ted 3S 
to vary the feedback of the frequency error correction signal 
using an external control. The interference by an analog 
signal in a detected signal is examined by an interference 
detector 1041 where it is compared with stored interference 
patterns for idexttification. If the intercqjted digital signal 40 
carries a ooduumel interference by an analog signal, it is 
subjected to a notdb filter characteristic action of an NTSC 
rejection filter 1042. If not, the digital signal is directly 
passed without the rejecting action of the filter 1042. When 
the interference detector 1041 has found an increase of the 45 
interference in the intercepted signal resulting from the 
frequency ofiiset at the transmitter side, it causes a carrier 
offset detector 1044 to produce and transmit a command 
signal via the AFC detector 1043 to the tuner 752 for 
changing its local oscillation frequency. As the result, the 50 
interference level measured at the inteaf erence detector 1041 
is decreased to a point which represents the optimum 
receiving level of the receiver. An output signal of the NTSC 
rejection filter 1042 is Uien fed to an equalizer 1045 where 
its ghost component of removed. In addition, a BER (bit 55 
error ratio) counter 1048 is provided for detecting remaining 
errors in the equalized signal and if so, the signal is fed back 
for optimizing the signal interception in relation to the 
frequency offset Finally, the equalized signal from the 
equalizer 1045 is transferred to a rotator 1046 for carrier 60 
reproduction and then to a decision 1047 for reproduction of 
data from the corresponding code points. 

HG. 179 illustrates another arrangement of the QAM/ 
VSB conqiatible receiver. 

Intercepted broadcasting waveforms induding QAM and 65 
VSB signals are fed to a tuner 1050. After tmiing, an 
intermediate firequency signal of the selected wavefiorm is 



band rejected by a filter (SAW) 1051 and converted by an 
analog converter 1052 to an A/D converter enable frequency. 
When the selected waveform is a VSB signal, it is subjected 
to uniaxial detection and AFC detection of a VSB detector 
1054. An A/D converter 1053 digitizes a QAM modulated 
signal directiy and a basd)and signal extracted firom the VSB 
signal. 

When the digitized signal is a QAM signal, it is subjected 
to digital AFC action of an AFC 1055, VQ data reconstruc- 
tion of a QAM detector 1056, and waveform shaping of a 
roll-off filter 1057. The waveform shq)ed signal is then 
transmitted to a waveform equalizer 1059 for removal of 
unwanted ghost Hie output signal of die equalizer 1059 is 
phase compensated by a carrier recovery 1060 and code 
reconstructed by a decision 1061. Meanwhile, an AGC 
detector 1064 produces an AGC signal and an AFC detector 
1062 calculates a frequency change from the output of the 
carrier recovery 1060. 

Acode form signal of the decision 1061 is then transmit- 
ted through a deinterieaver 1065, aTrcllis decoder 1066, a 
deinterieaver 1067, and a Rced-Solonum decoder 1068 and 
rdeascd after an error correction. 

The VSB signal output of the A/D converter 1053 is 
directiy fed to the equalizer 1059 and then processed in the 
same manner as for the QAM signal. It is also subjected to 
the same error correction as the QAM signaL 

There is a dock recovery 1058 operable with the entire 
symbols for the QAM signal. For die VSB signal, a clock 
reference signal of aburst foim is extracted by a gate signal 
generator from the VSB output signal of the VSB detector 
1054 and fed to the clock recovery 1058 for actuation of its 
PLL. 

EMBODIMENT 6 

A sixth embodiment of the present invention is a magnetic 
recording and playback apparatus in whidi the above trans- 
mission and recording method is employed. Although in the 
fifth embodiment a multiple-level ASK data transmission is 
described, but it is also feasible in the same manner to adopt 
this invention in a magnetic recording and playback ^pa- 
ratus of a multi-level ASK recording system as shown in the 
block diagram of FIG. 173. A multi-level or non-multilevel 
magnetic recording can be realized by applying the C-CDM 
metiiod of the present invention to PSK, FCK, and QAM, as 
wen as ASK. 

Hrst of all, die method of realiziiig a multi-level recording 
in a 16 QAM or 32 QAM magnetic recording playback 
BppaaUm wHl be exidained in conq^liance with the C-CDM 
metiiod of the present inventioiL FIG. 84 is a drcoit block 
diagram showing a 16 QAM 32 QAM, 4 ASK, 8 ASK, 16 
ASK, 8 PSK system incorporating C-CDM modulator. 
Hereinaft^, a QAM system being nmltiplexed by the 
C-CDM metiiod is termed as SRQAM. FIGS. 137 and 154 
show blodc diagrams in which SRQAM is supplied to the 
transmission system, such as broadcast 

AS shown in FIG. 84, an input video signal, e.g. an HDTV 
signal, to a magnaic record/playback apparatus 851 is 
divided and compressed by a video encoder 401 into a low 
firequency band dgnal through a first video encoder 401o 
and a high firequency band signal through a second video 
encoder 4101b respectively. Then, a low fiequency band 
component, e.g. H^Vg^ of the video signal is fed to a first . 
data stream input 743 of an input unit 742 and a high 
firequency band component including Uf^a is fed to a 
second data stream ixqnit 744 of the same. The two compo- 
nents are fixrtiier transferred to a modulator 749 of a modu- 
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lator/demodulator unit 852. The first data stream input 743 
adds an eiror correcting code to the low frequency band 
signal in an ECC 743a On the other hand, the second data 
stream fed into the second data stream input 744 is 2 bit in 
case of 16 SRQAM. 3 bit in case of 36 SRQAM, and 4 bit 
in case of 64 SRQAM. After an error correcting code is 
encoded by an ECC 744a. this signal is supplied to a Trellis 
encoder 744fc, such as shown in FIGS. i2S{a), (b), (c) in 
which a Trellis encoded signal having a ratio 1/2 in case of 
16 SRQAM, 2/3 in case 32 SRQAM, and 3/4 in case of 64 
SRQAM, is produced A 64 SRQAM signal, for example, 
has a first data stream of 2 bit and a second data stream of 
4 biL A Trellis encoder 744b of FIG, 128(c) allows this 64 
SRQAM signal to perform a Trcllis encoding of ratio 3/4 
wherein 3 bit data is converted into 4 bit data. In the case of 
4 ASK, 8 ASK, and 16 ASK, the Trellis encoding at the ratio 
of 1/2, 2/3, and 4/3 can be carded our solely. Thus, redun- 
dancy increases and a data rate decreases, while error 
collecting capability increases. This results in the reduction 
of an OTor rate-in the same data rate. Accordingly, trans- 
mittablc information amount of the recording/playback sys- 
tem or transmission system will increase substantially. 

Since the 8 VSB transmission system described above in 
connection with the fifkh embodiment takes 3 bits per 
symbol, the Trellis encoder 744g and the 'nellis decoder 
744^ with the ratio 2/3 as shown in FIGS. 128(^), (e) can be 
used, and the entire block diagram will be as ^wn in HG. 
171. 

It is, however, possible to constitute the first data stream 
input 743 not to include a Trellis encoder as shown in FIG. 
84 of this sixth embodiment because the first data stream has 
low error rale inherently. This will be advantageous in view 
of the simplification of circuit configuration. The second 
data stream, however, has a narrow inter-code distance as 
compared with the first data stream and, therefore, has a 
worse error rate. The Trellis encoding of the second data 
stream improves such a worse error rate. It is no doubt that 
an overall circuit configuration becomes simple if the Trcllis 
encoding of the first data stream is eliminated. An operation 
for modulation is almost identical to that of the transmitter 
of the fifth embodiment shown in HG. 64 and will be not be 
explained in greater detail. A modulated signal of the modu- 
lator 749 is fed into a recording/playback circuit 853 in 
which it is AC biased by a bias generator 856 and amplified 
by an an^)lifier 857a. Thereafter, the signal is fed to a 
magnetic head 854 for recordii^ onto a magnetic tape 855. 

A format of the recorded signal is shown in a recording 
signal frequency assigrmient of FIG. 113. A main, e.g. 16 
SRQAM, signal 859 having a carrier of frequency fc records 
information, and also a pilot f^ signal 8^^ having a fre- 
quency 2fc is recorded simultaneously. Distortion in the 
recording operation is lowered as a bias signal 859^ having 
a frequency 2fc is recorded simultaneously. Distortion in the 
recording operation is low^ned as a bias signal 9S9b having 
a finequency (bias magnetic recording. Two 

of three-level signals shown in FIG. 113 are recorded in 
multiple state. In order to reproduce these recorded signals, 
two thresholds Th-1-2, Th-2 are given. A signal 859 will 
reproduce all of two levels while a signal 859 will reproduce 
D, data only, depending on C/N level of the recording/ 
playback. 

A main signal of 16 SRQAM will have a signal point 
assignment shown in FIG. 10. Fiirthermore, a main signal of 
36 SRQAM will have a signal point assignment shown in 
FIG. 100. When 4 ASK, 8 ASK are used, the constellation 
will be as shown in FIGS. 58, 68(a) and (b). In reproduction 
of this signal, both the main signal 859 and the pilot signal 
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859fl are reproduced through the magnetic head 854 and 
amplified by an amplifier SS7b. An output signal of the 
amplifier 8576 is fed to a carrier reproduction circuit 858 in 
which a filter 858a separates the fi^uency of the pilot signal 
5 fp having a fluency 2fD and V4 fi:equency divider 8586 
reproduces a carrier of frequency fO to transfer it to a 
demodulator 760. This reproduced carrier is used to 
demodulate the main signal in the demodulator 760. Assum- 
ing that a magnetic recording tape 855, e.g. HDTV tape, is 
of a high C/N rate, 16 signal points are discriminatable and 
thus both Dj and Dj are demodulated in the demodulator 
760. Subsequently, a video decoder 402 reproduce aU the 
signals. An HDTV VCR can reproduce a high bit-rate TV 
signal such as 15 Mbps HDTV signal. The low the C/N rate 
is, the cheaper the cost of a video tape is. So far, a VHS tape 
in the market is inferior more than 10 dB in C/N rate to a 
fiill-scale broadcast tape. If a video tape 855 is of low C/N 
rate, it wiU not be able to discriminate all the 16 or 32 valued 
signal pomts. Therefore the first data stream D, can be 
2Q reproduced, while a 2 bit, 3 bit, or 4 bit data stneam of the 
second data stream D2 cannot be reproduced. Only 2 bit data 
stream of the first data stream is reproduced. If a two-level 
HDTV video signal is recorded and reproduced, a low C/N 
tape having insufficient capability of reproducing a high 
2^ frequency band video signal can output only a low rate low 
finequency band video signal of the first data stream, spe- 
cifically e.g. a 7 Mbps wide NTSC TV signal. 

As shown in a block diagram of FIG. 144, a second data 
stream output 759, the second data stream input 744, and the 
30 second video decoder 402a can be eliminated in order to 
provide customers one aspect of lower grade products. In 
this case, a recording/playback s^paratus 851, dedicated to 
a low bit rate, will include a motfadator such as a modulated 
QPSK which modulates or demodulates the first date stream 
35 only. This apparatus allows only the first data stream to be 
recorded and reproduced. Specifically, a wide NTSC grade 
video signal can be recorded and reproduced. 

Above-described high C/N rate video tape 855 capable of 
recording a high bit-rate signal, e.g. HDTV signal, will be 
40 able to use in such a low bit-rate dedicated magnetic 
recording/playback apparatus but will reproduce the first 
data stream Dj only. That is, the wide NTSC signal is 
outputted, while the second data stream is not reproduced. In 
other words, one recording/playback apparatus having a 
45 complicated configuration can r^oduce a HDTV signal 
and the other recording/playback ^)paratus having a siiiq)le 
configuration can reproduce a wide NTSC signal if a given 
video tape 855 includes the same multi-level HDTV signal. 
Accordingly in case of two-level multiple state, four com- 
50 binations will be realized with prefect compatibility among 
two tapes having different C/N rates and two recording/ 
playback apparatus having diffoent recording/playback daUi 
rates. This will bring a remarkable effect In this case, an 
NTSC dedicated apparatus will be simple in construction as 
55 compared with an HDTV dedicated ^aratus. In more 
detail, a circuitry scale of ECTV decoder wiD be Vi of that 
of HDTV decoder. Therefore, a low function apparatus can 
be realized at fairly low cost Realization of two, HDTV and 
EDTV, types recmding^layback apparatus having different 
60 recording/reprDducingc^abihty of picture quality will pro- 
vide various type products ranging in a wide price range. 
Users can fineely select a izpc among a plurality of tapes firom 
an expensive Idgh C/N rate tape to a cheaper low C/N rate 
tapt, as occasion demands so as to satisfy required picture 
65 quality. Not only maintaining perfect compatibility but 
obtaining expandable capability will be attained and further 
compatibility with a future system will be ensured. Conse- 
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quently, it will be possible to establish long-lasting standards 
for leomling/playback ^aratiis. Other lecoiding methods 
wiD be used in the same manner. For example, a raulti-levd 
recording will be realized by nse of phase modulation 
explained in the first and third embodiments. A recording 5 
using ASK explained in the fifth embodiment will also be 
possible. A two or three multi-level state wfll be realized by 
converting present recording from two-level to four-level 
ASK or to eight-level ASK and dividing into two group as 
shown in FIGS. 59(c) and 59(£0 or in FIGS. (S8(a) and 68(6). 

A circuit block diagram for ASK will be as shown in FIG. 
173 which is similar to that disclosed in FIG. 84. By the 
combination of Trellis and ASK, the error rate will be 
reduced. Besides embodiments already described, a multi- 
level recording wiU be also realized by use of multiple tracks 
on a magnedc type. Fuithermore, a theoretical nxulti-level 
recording will feasible by differentiating the error correcting 
capability so as to discriminate respective data. 

Compatibility with foture standards will be described 
below. A setting of standards for recording/playback ^a- ^ 
ratus such as VCR is normally done by taking account of the 
most highest C/N rate tape available in practice. The record- 
ing characteristics of a t^ progresses rapidly. For example, 
the G/N rate has been i^^}roved more than 10 dB compared 
with the tape used 10 years ago. If supposed that new ^5 
standards will be established after 10 to 20 years due to an 
advancement of t^ property, a conventional method will 
encounter with difficulty in maintaining coo^iatibility with 
older standards. New and old standards* in fact, used to be 
one-way compatible or non-compatible with eadi other. On ^ 
the contrary, in accordance with the present invention, the 
standards are first of all established for recording and/or 
reproducing the first data stream and/or second data stream 
on present day tapes. Subsequently, if the C/N rate is 
improved magnificently in future, an upper level data 
stream, e.g. a third data stream, wUl be added without any 
difficulty as long as the present inventions incorporated in 
the system. For example, a super HDTV VCR capable of 
recording or reproducing three-level 64 SRQAM or 8 ASK 
will be realized while maintaining p^ect compatibility with ^ 
the conventional standards. A magnetic tape, recording first 
to third data streams in compliance with new standards, will 
be able to use, of course, in the older two-level magnetic 
recording/playback apparatus capable of recording and/or 
reproducing only first and second data streams. In this case, 
first and second data streams can be reproduced perfectly 
although the tinrd data stteam is left non-rq^xroduced. There- 
fore, an HDTV signal can be reproduced. For these reasons, 
the merit of expanding recording data amoum while main- 
taming conQ)atibiIity between new and old standards is ^ 
e^qiected. 

Returning to the explanatim of rqnodudng operation of 
FIG. 84, the magnetic head 854 and the magnetic reproduc- 
tion circuit 853 reproduce a reproducing sigiial from the 
magnetic tape 855 and feeds it to the modulation/demodu- 55 
lation circuit 852. The demodulating operation is almost 
identical with that of first, third, and fourth embodiments 
and will no further be explained. The demodulator 760 
reproduces the first and second data stream D] and Dj. The 
second data stream D2 is error corrected with high code gain ^ 
in a TieUis^decoder 7592^ such as a \^tabi decoder, so as to 
be low error rate. The video decoder 402 demodulates 
and D2 ngnals to output an HDTV video signal. 

HG. 131 is a block diagram showing a three-level mag- 
netic recording/playback apparatus in accordance with the 65 
present invention which inchides one theoretical level in 
addition \o two physical levels. This system is substantially 
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the same as that of FIG. 84. The difference is that the first 
data stream is further divided into two subchaimels by use of 
a TDM in order to realize a three-level constitotion. 

As shown in HG. 131, an HDTV signal is separated first 
of all into two, medium and low frequency band video 
signals D}., and D}.2» through a 1-1 video encoder 401c and 
a 1-2 video encoder 401d and, thereaft^ , fed into a first data 
stream input 743 of an input section 742. The data stream 
Dj_j having a picture quality of MPEG grade is error 
correcting coded with high code gain in an ECC coder 743a, 
while the data stream D^.a is error correcting coded with 
normal code gain in an ECC encoder 7436. D^.^ and D1.2 are 
time multiplexed together in a TDM 743c to be one data 
stream Dl. D, and D2 are modulated into two-level signals 
in a C-CDM 749 and then recorded on the magnedc tape 855 
through the magnetic head 854. 

In playback operation, a recording signal reproduced 
through the magnetic head 854 is demodulated into Dj and 
D2 by the C-CDM demodulator 760 in the same manner as 
in the explanation of FIG. 84. The first data stream D^ is 
demodulated into two, D^.^ and Di_2, subchannels through 
the TDM 758c provided in the first data stream output 758. 
Dj., data is error corrected in an ECC decoder 758a having 
high code gaiiL Therefore, D,., data can be demodulated at 
a lower QN rate as compared with D^.j data. A 1-1 video 
decoder 402a decodes the D,.i data and outputs an LDTV 
signaL On the other hand, D|.2 data is error corrected in an 
ECC decoder 75 86 having normal code gain. Therefore, 
Di_2 data has a threshold value of C/N rate compared 
with D|.| data and thus will not be demodulated when a 
signal level is not large. D1.2 data is then demodulated in a 
1-2 video decoder 4 Q2J and summed with D|.i data to 
ou^ an HDTV signal of wide NTSC grade. 

The second data stream D2 is VitaM demodulated in a 
Trellis decoder 7592» and error corrected at an ECC decoder 
7 55^ Thereafter, D2 data is converted into a high frequency 
band video sigrml through a second video decoder 4022) and, 
then, summed with D^.i and D,.2 data to output an HDTV 
signaL In this case, a tineshold value of the C/N rate of D2 
data is set larger than that , of C/N rate of D,_2 data. 
Accordingly, D^.j data, i.e. an LDTV signal, will be repro- 
duced from a tape 855 having a smaller C/N rate. Dj.^ and 
D1.2 data, Le. an EDTV signal, will be reproduced from a 
t^ 855 having a normal C/N rate. And, D^.^, Di.2« and 
i.e. an HDTV signal, will be reproduced finnn a tape 855 
having a high C/N rate. 

Ihree-levd magpsldc recording/playback ^ipaiatus can 
be realized in this manner As described in the foregoing 
description, die tape 855 has an intendation between C/N 
rate and cost The present inv^ition allows users to select a 
grade of tape in accordance with a content of TV program 
they want to record because video signals having picture 
qualities of three grades are recorded and/or rq)roduced in 
accordance with tape cost 

Next, an effect of multi-level recording will be described 
with respect to fast feed playback. As shown in a reccHding 
track diagram of FIG. 132, a recording track 855a having an 
azimuth angle A and a recording track 855& having an 
opposite azimuth angle B are alternately arrayed on the 
magnetic tape 855. The recording trade 855a has a recording 
region 855c at its central portion and the remainder as D,_2 
recording regions 855d» as denoted in the drawing. This 
unique recoidiiig pattern is provided on at least one of 
several recording tracks. The recording region 855c records 
oneficame of LDTV signaL Ahi^ firequency band signal Dj 
is recorded on a D, recording region 855e corresponding to 
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an entire recording region of the recording track 855a. Ttds 
recording format causes no novel effect against a normal 
speed recording/playback operatioa 

A fast feed reproduction in a reverse direction does not 
allow a magnetic head trace 855/having an azimuth angle A 
to coincide with the magnetic track as shown in the drawing. 
As the present invention provides the Di.j recording region 
8 55c at a central narrow region of the magnetic t^ as 
shown in FIG. 132, this region only is surely reproduced 
although it occurs at a predetermined probability. Thus 
reproduced D^., signal can demodulate an entire picture 
plane of the same time although its picture quality is an 
LDTV of MPEGl level. In this manner several to sev^ 
tens LDTV signals per second can be reproduced with 
perfect picture images during the fast feed playback opera- 
tion, thereby enabling users to surely confirm picture images 
during the fast feed operation. 

A bead trace 855^ corresponds to a bead trace in the 
reverse playback operation, from which it is understood only 
a part of the magnetic track is traced in the reverse playback 
operation. Hie recording/playback format shown in FIG. 
132 however allows, even in such a reverse playback 
operation, to reproduce D|.i recording r^on and, therefore, 
an animation of LDTV grade is outputted intenniUently. 

Accordingly, the present invention makes it possible to 
record a picture image of LDTV grade within a narrow 
region on the recording track, which results in intermittent 
reproduction of almost perfect still picttires with picture 
quality of LDTV grade during normal and reverse fast feed 
playback operations. Thus, the users can easUy confirm 
picture images even in high-speed seaching. 

Next, another method will be described to respond a 
higher speed fast feed playback operation. A D^.^ recording 
region 855c is provided as shown at lower right of FIG. 132, 
so that one frame of LDTV signal is recorded thereon. 
Furthermore, a narrow Dj.i Dj recording region 855A is 
provided at a part of the Dj., recording region 855c. A 
subchannel Dj.^ in this region records a part of information 
relating to the one frame of LDTV signal. Hie remainder of 
the LDTV information is recorded on the Dj recording 
region 85^* of the D,.|*D2 recording region 855J^ in a 
duplicated manner. Hie subchannel D2 has a data recordii^ 
capacity 3 to 5 times as much as the subchannd Dj.i. 
Therefore, subchannels Dj.^ and D2 can record one frame 
information of LDTV signal on a smaller, VSmifS^ area of 
the recording tape. As the bead trace can be lecoided in a 
further narrower regions SSSh, 855/, both time and area are 
decreased into l/3ra^5 as compared with a head trace time 
T5,. Even if the trace of head is further inclined by increas- 
ing fast feed speed amount, the probability of entirely 
tracing this region will be increased. Accordingly, perfect 
LDTV picture images will be intermittently reproduced even 
if the fast feed speed is increased up to 3 to 5 times as ^t 
as the case of the subchannel D,.j only. 

In case of a two-level VCR, this method is useless in 
rqiroducing the D2 recording region 855/ and therefore this 
region will not be reproduced in a high-speed fast feed 
playback operation. 0^ the other hand, a three-level high 
performance VCR will allow users to confirm a picture 
image even if a fast feed playback operation is executed at 
afaster, 3 to 5 times as fast as two-level VCR, speed. In other 
words, not only excelleiit picture quality is obtained in 
accordance with the cost but a maximum £ast feed speed 
capable of reproducing picture images can be increased in 
accordance with the cost 

Although this embodiment utilizes a multi-level modula- 
tion system, it is needless to say that anormal, e.g. 16 QAM, 
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modulation system can also be adopted to realize the fast 
feed playback operation in accordance with the present 
invention as long as an encoding of picture images is of 
multiple type. 

A recording method of a conventional non-multiple digi- 
tal VCR, in which picture images are highly compressed, 
disperses video data uniformly. Hierefore, it was not pos- 
sible in a fast feed playback operation to reproduce all the 
picture images on a picture plane of the same time. The 
picture reproduced was the one consisting of a plurality of 
picture image blocks having non-ooinddent time bases. The 
present invention, however, provides a multi-level HDTV 
VCR which can reproduce picture image blocks having 
coincided time bases on a picture plane during a fast feed 
playback operation although its picture quality is of LDTV 
grade. 

The three-level recording in accordance with the present 
invention will be able to reproduce a high resolution TV 
signal such as HDTV signal when the recording/playback 
system has a high C/N rate. Meanwhile, a TV signal of 
EDTV grade, e,g. a wide NTSC signal, or a TV signal of 
LDTV grade, e.g. a low resolution NTSC signal, will be 
outputted when the recording/playback system has a low 
C/N rate or poor function. 

As is described in the foregoing description, the magnetic 
recording/playback apparatus in accordance with the present 
invention can reproduce picture images consisting of the 
same content even if C/N rate is low or error rate is high, 
although the resolution or the picture quality is relatively 
low. 

EMBODIMENT 7 

A seventh embodiment of the present invention will be 
described for execution of four-level video signal transmis- 
sion. A combination of the four-level signal transmission and 
the four-level video data construction will create a four-level 
signal service area as shown in FIG. 91. The four-level 
service area is consisted of, from innermost, a first 890^, a 
second 890^, a third 890c, and a fourth signal recdving area 
890if. Hie method of developing such a four-level service 
area will be explained in more detail. 

Hie four-level anangraient can be implemented by using 
four physically diffearent levels detomined through modu- 
lation or four logic levels defined by data discrimination in 
the enor correction cqiability. The frnmer provides a large 
difference in tiie C/N rate between two adjacent levels and 
the C/N rate has to be increased to discriminate all the four 
levels frt)m each other. The latter is based on the action of 
demodulation and a difference in the C/N rate between two 
adjacent levels should stay at minimum. Hence, the four- 
level arrangement is best constructed using a combination of 
two physical levels and two logic levels. The division of a 
video signal into four signal levels will be explained. 

FIG. 93 is a block diagram of a divider circuit 3 which 
comprises a video divider 895 and four compressors 405a, 
4056, 405c, and 4Q5JL The video divider 895 contains three 
dividers 404a, 4046, and 404c which are arranged identical 
to the divider circuit 404 of the first video encoder 401 
shown in RG. 30 and will be not be explained in greater 
detail. An input video signal is divided by the dividers into 
four components, H^V^ of low resolution data, Hj^V^ of 
high resolution data, and H^V„ and Hj^V^ for medium 
resolution data. The resolution of H£,V^ is a half tiiat of the 
original input signal. 

The input video signal is first divided by die divider 4 04a 
into two, high and low, frequency band components, each 
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component being divided into two, horizontal and veitical, 
segments. The intermediate between the high and low fire- 
quency ranges is a dividing point according to the embodi- 
mem. Hence, if the input video signal is an HDTV signal of 
1000 line vertical resolution, Hx.V£, has a veitical resolution s 
of 500 lines and a horizontal resolution of a half value. 

Each of two, horizontal and vertical, data of the low 
frequency component H^V^ is further divided by the divider 
404c into two frequency band segments. Hence, an H^V/, 
segment output is 250 lines in the vertical resolution and ^ ]o 
of the original horizontal resolution. This output of the 
divider 404c which is termed as an JUL signal is then 
compressed by the compressor 4115a to a Di.i signal. 

The other three higher frequency segments of H^Vj^ are 
mixed by a mixer 772c to an UI ^gnal which is then is 
compressed by the compressor 405b to a D|_2 signal. The 
compressor 405b may be r^laced by three compressors 
provided between the divider 404c and the mixer 772c. 

H^V^ H„V^ and H„V form the divide 404a are mixed 
by a mixer 772a to an H„V^H signal. If the input signal is 20 
as high as 1000 lines in both horizontal and vertical reso- 
lution, H^V^H has 500 to 1000 Hnes of a horizontal and a 
vertical resohitioiL H^V^H is fed to the divider 404b where 
it is divided again into four components. 

Similarly, H^V^ from the divider 404b has 500 to 750 
lines of a horizontal and a vertical resolution and transferred 
as an H^ signal to the compressor 405c. The other three 
components, H^V^ H^V^ and Hj^V«» from the divider 
404b have 750 to 1000 lines of a horizontal and a vertical 
resolution and are mixed by a mixer 772b to an HH signal 
which is then compressed by the compressor 4fiSd and 
delivered as a D202 signaL Aftet compression, the HL signal 
is delivered as a D2.1 signal. As the i^ult, LL or D,.i carries 
a frequency data of 0 to 250 lines, LH or Dt.2 carries a 
frequency data from more than 250 lines up to 500 lines, HL 
or carries a frequency data of more than 500 lines up 
to 750 lines, and HH or D2.2 carries a frequency data of more 
than 750 lines to 1000 lines so that the divider circuit 3 can 
provide a four-level signal. Accordingly, when the divider 
circuit 3 of the transmitter 1 shown in FIG. 87 is replaced by 
the divider circuit of FIG. 93, the transmission of a four- 
level signal will be implemented. 

Tlie combination of multi-level data and multi-level trans- 
mission allows a video signal to be at steps declined in the 
picture quality in proportion to the C/N rate during trans- 
mission, thus contributing to the enlargement of die TV 
broadcast service area. At the receiving side, the action of 
draiodulation a ryt reconstruction is irtwiti^^t to that of die 
second receiver of the second embodiment ^own in FIG. 88 
and will not be explained in greater detail. In particular, the 
mixer 37 is modified for video signal transmission rather 
than data communicadons and will now be e}q)]aiiied in 
more detail. 

As described in the second embodiment, a received signal 55 
after demodulated and error corrected, is fed as asetof four 
components D,.i, D^.j, Dj.i, and D2.2 to the mixer 37 of the 
second receiver 33 of FIG. 88. 

FIG. 94 is a block diagram of a modi6ed mixer 33 in 
which Dj.,, Di.2, D2,,, and D2.2 are explained by their 60 
respective eiqimideis S^o, 523b, 523c, and 523^ to an LL, 
and LH, an HL, and an HH signal respectively which are 
equivalent to those described with FIG. 93. If the bandwidth 
of the input signal is 1, LL has a bandwidth of LLfLH 
has a bandwidth of ^,LL-{LHlHL has a bandwidth of 94, 6S 
and LL-»LHf HLf HH has a bandwidth of 1 . The LH sigi^ 
is dien divided by a divider sain and mixed by a video mixer 
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548a with the LL signal. An output of the video mixer 548a 
is transferred to an H^V^^ terminal of a video mixer 548c. 
The video mixer 531a is identical to that of the second 
decoder 527 of FIG. 32 and wiU not be explained in greater 
detail. Also, the HH signal is divided by a divider S31b and 
fed to a video mixer 548b. At the video mixer 548b, the HH 
signal is mixed with the HL signal to an H^Vj^H signal 
which is then divided by a divider 531c and sent to the video 
mixer 548c. At the video mixer 548c, HjyV^H is combined 
with the sum signal of LH and LL to a video output The 
video ouQ)ut of the mixer 33 is then transfened to the ou^ 
unit 36 of the second receiver ^own in FIG. 88 where it is 
converted to a TV signal for delivery. If the original signal 
has 1050 lines of vertical resolution or is an HDTV signal of 
about 1000 -line resolution, its four different signal level 
components can be intercepted in their respective signal 
receiving areas shown in FIG. 91. 

The picture quality of the four different components win 
be described in more detail. The illustration of FIG. 92 
represents a combination of FIGS. 86 and 91. As apparent, 
when the C/N rate increases, the overall signal level of 
amount of data is increased fiom 862J to 862a by steps of 
four signal levels Di.„ Di.2» D2_„ Dj,,- 

Also, as shovim in FIG. 95, the four different level 
components LL, LH, HL, and HH are accumulated in 
proportion to the C/N rate. More specifically, the quality of 
a reproduced picture will be increased as the distance from 
a transmitter antenna becomes small. When L^Ld, LL 
component is rqiroduced. When LHLc, LL+LH signal is 
reproduced. When L=Lb, LL+LH+HL signal is reproduced. 
When I^ia, LL-riLH+HL-tMH signal is reproduced. As the 
result, if the bandwidth of the original signal is 1, the picture 
quality is enhanced at Va increments of bandwidth from \A to 
1 depending on the receiving area. If die original signal is an 
HDTV of 1000-line vertical resolution, a reproduced TV 
signal is 250, 50 0, 750, and 1000 lines in the resolution at 
their respective receiving areas. The picture quality will thus 
be varied at sXeps depending on the level of a signal. FIG. 96 
shows the si^ial propagation of a conventional digital 
HDTV signal transmission system, in which no signal 
rqnoduction will be possible when the CYN rate is less than 
VO. Also, signal interception will hardly be guaranteed at 
signal interference regions, shadow regions, and other signal 
atfmisiHng regioos, denoted by the symbol x, of the service 
area. FIG. 97 shows the signal propagation of an HDTV 
signal transmission system of the present invention. As 
shown, die picture quality will be a full lOOO-Iiiie grade at 
the rfijtfnnnp. La whcre C/^t=a, a 750-line grade at the 
distance Lb where Cy^M>, a 500-line grade at the drstance 
Lc where C/N=c, and a 250-line grade are the distance Ld 
vAiere C/S=d, "V^thin the distancy. La, there are shown 
uniavorable regions where the rate drops sharply and no 
HDTV quality picture will be reproduced. As understood, a 
lower picture quality signal can however be intercepted and 
repro^iced according to die multi-level signal transmission 
system of the present invention. For example, the picture 
quality will be a 750-line grade at the point B in a building 
shadow area, a 250-line grade at the point D in a running 
train, a 750-line grade at the point F in a ghost developing 
area, a 250-line grade at the point G in a running car, a 
250-line grade at the point L in a neighbor signal interfer- 
ence area. As set forth above, the signal transmission system 
of die present invention allows a TV signal to be success- 
fully received at a grade in the area where the conventional 
system is poorly qualified, thus increasing its service area. 
F(G. 96 shown an example of simultaneous broadcasting of 
four different TV programs, in which three quality programs 
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C B, A are transmitted on iheir respective channels D,.2, 
D2-i» D2-2 ^ program D identical to that of a local 
analogue TV station is propagated on the D,.i channel. 
Accoidingly, while the program D is kept available at 
simulcast service, the other three programs can also be 
distributed on air for offering a multiple program broadcast 
service. 
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EMBODIMENTS 

Hereinafter^ an eighth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion will be explained referring to the drawings. The eighth 
embodiment employs a multi-level signal transmission sys- 
tem of the present invention for a transmitter/receivo: in a 
cellular telephone system. 

HG. 115 is a block diagram showing a transmitter/ 
receiver of a portable tdq^hone, in which a telephone 
conversation sound inputted across a microphone 76 2 is 
compressed and coded in a compressor 405 into multi-level, 
D), D2, and D,, data previously described. These D], D2, 
and D3 data are time divided in a time division circuit 765 
into predetennined time slots and, then, modulated in a 
modulator 4 into a multi-level, e.g. SRQAM, signal previ- 
ously described. Thereafter, an antenna sharing unit 764 and 
an antenna 22 transmit a carrier wave carrying a modulated ^ 
signal, which will be intercepted by a base station later 
described and further transmitted to other base stations or a 
central telephone exchanger so as to communicate with 
other telephones. 

On the contrary, the antenna 22 receives transmission 
radio waves from other base stations as communication 
signals from other telephones. A received signal is demodu- 
lated in a multiple-level, e.g. SRQAM, type demodulator 45 
into D|, D2, and D3 data. A timing circuit 767 detects timing 
signals on the basis of demodulated signals. These timing 
signals are fed into the time division dicuit 765. Demodu- 
lated signals D|, D2, and D3 are fed into an expander 503 and 
expanded into a sound signal, which are transmitted to a 
speaker 763 and converted into sound. 

FIG. 116 shows a block diagram exemplarily showing an 
arrangement of base stations, in which tlnee base stations 7 
71, 772, and 773 locate at center of respective receiving cells 
768, 769, and 770 of hexagon or circle. These base stations 
771, 772, and 773 respectively has a plurality of transmitter/ 
receiver units 761fl~761/ each similar to that of FIG. 115 so 
as to have data communication channels equivalent to the 
number of these transmitter/receiver units. A base station 
controller 774 is connected to all the base stations and 
always monitors a communication traffic amount of each 
base station. Based on the monitoring result, the base station 
controller 774 carries out an overaU system control includ- 
ing allocation of channel frequencies to respective base 
stations or control of receiving cells of respective base 
stations. 55 

HG. 117 is a view showing a tiafSc distribution of 
communication amount in a conventional, e.g. QPSK, sys- 
tem. A diagram d;=A shows data 774a and 7746 having 
frequency utilization efficiency 2 bit/Hz, and a diagram d=B 
shows data 774c of frequency utilization efficiency 2 bit/Hz. 60 
A sununation of these data 774a, 7746, and 774^ becomes 
a data 774J, which represents a transmission amount of Ach 
consisting of receiving cells 768 and 770. Frequency utili- 
zation efficiency of 2 bit/Hz is uniformly distributed. How- 
ever, density of population in an actual urban area is locally 65 
high in several crowded areas 775a, 7756, and 775c which 
includes buildings concentrated. A data T?4e representing a 
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conmfium'cation traffic amount shows several peaks at loca- 
tions just corresponding to these crowded areas 775a. 7756, 
and 775c, in contrast with other areas having a small 
cpnunuoication amount A capacity of conventional cellular 
tel^hone was unifoimly sa to 2 bit/Hz frequency efficiency 
at entire region as shown by the data 774<f irrespective of 
acmal traffic amount TF shown by the data 774e. It is not not 
effective to give the same frequency efficiency regardless of 
actual traffics amount In order to compensate for this 
ineffectiveness, the conventional systems have allocated 
many frequencies to the regions having a large traffic 
amount increased channel number, or decreased the receiv- 
ing cells thereof. However, an increase of chaimel number is 
restricted by the frequency spectrum. Furthermore, conven- 
tional multi-level; e.g. 16 QAM or 64 QAM, mode trans- 
mission systems increase transmission power. A reduction in 
the receiving cells wiU induce an increase in number of base 
stations, thus inoeasing installation cost 

It is ideal for the improvement of an overall system 
effidency to increase the frequency efficiency of the region 
having a laiger traffic amount and decrease the frequency 
effidency of the region having a smaller traffic amount A 
multi-levd signal transmission system in accordance widi 
the present invention realizes this ideal modification. This 
wiD be explained with reference to FIG. 118 showing a 
communication amount & traffic distribution in accordance 
with the dghth embodiment of the present invention. 

More specifically, FIG. 118 shows communication 
amounts of respective recdving cdls 7706, 768, 769, 770, 
and 770a taken along a line A — A*. The recdving cells 768 
and 770 utilize frequendes of a chaimel groisp A, while the 
recdving cells 7706, 769, and 770a utilize frequendes of a ^ 
channel group B which does not overiap with the cannel 
group A. The base station controller 774 shown in FIG. 116 
increases or decreases the channd number of these chaimels 
in accordance with the traffic amount of respective receiving 
cells. In HG. 118, a diagram d=A represents a distribution 
of a communication amount of the A diannd. A diagram 
d=B represents a distribution of a cooununication amount of 
the B clianneL A diagram d=A4-B represents a distribution of 
a communication amount of all the channds. Adiagram TF 
represents a communication traffic amount, and a diagram P 
shows a distribution of buildings and population. 

TTie recdving cells 768, 769, and 770 employ the multi- 
levd, e.g. SRQAM, signal transmission system. Hierefore, 
it is possible to d)tain a frequency utilization effidency of 6 
bit/Hz, three times as large as 2 bit/Hz of QPSK, in the 
vidnity of the base stations as denoted by data 776a, 7766, 
and 776c. Meanwhile, the frequency utilization effidency 
deoreases at steps from 6 bit/Hz to 4 bit/Hz, and 4 bit/Hz to 
2 bit/Hz, as it goes to suburban area. If the transmission 
power is insuffident 2 bit/Hz areas become narrower than 
the receiving cdls, denoted by doUed lines 777a, 7776, and 
777c, of QPSK. However, an equivalent receivii^ cdl will 
be easily obtained by slightly increasiog the transmission 
power of the base stations. 

Transmitting^rccdving operation of a mobfle station 
capable of responding to a 64 SRQAM signal is carried out 
by use of modified QPSK, which is obtained by set a shift 
amount of SRQAM to S=l, at the place far from the base 
station, by use of 16 SRQAM at a place not so far from die 
same, and 64 SRQAM at the near place. Accordingly, the 
maximum transmission power does not increase as com- 
pared with QPSK. 

Ftmhermore, 4 SRQAM ^e transmitter/recdver, whose 
circuit configuration is sinq>Iified as shown in a block 
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diagram of FIG. 121, will be able to commumcale with other 
tcl^hones while maintaining compatibility. That wfll be the 
same in 16 SRQAM type transmitter/receiver shown in a 
block diagram of HG. 122. As a result, three difTerent type 
telephones having different modulation systems will be 
provided. Small in size and light in weight is important for 
portable telephones. In this regard, the 4 SRQAM system 
having a simple circuit configuration will be suitable for the 
users who want a small and light telephone although its 
frequency utilization efiBdency is low and therefore the cost 
of a caD may increase. In this manner, the present invention 
system can suit a wide variety of usage. 

As is explained above, the transmission system havii^ a 
distribution like d=A-hB of HG. 118, whose capacity is 
locally altered, is acconqilished. Therdorc, an overall fie- 
quency utilization efficiency will be much effectively 
unproved if layout of base stations is detenxtined to fit for the 
acmal traffic amount denoted by TP. Especially, effect of the 
present invention will be large in a micro cell syst^, whose 
receiving cells are smaller and therefore numerous sub base 
stations are required. Because a large number of sub base 
stations can be easily installed at the place having a large 
traffic amount. 

Next, data assignment of each time slcH will be explained 
referring to FIG. 119, wherein FIG. 199(a) shows a con- 
ventional time slot and HG. 119(^) shows a time slot 
according to die eighth embodiment The conventional sys- 
tem performs a down, Le. fiom a base station to a t^i tkkinal 
station, transmission as shown in HG. 119(a), in whidi a 
sync signal S is transmitted by a time slot 790a and 
transmission signals to respective terminal stations of A, B, 
Cchannds by time slots 7806, 780c, and 780^ respectively 
at a frequency A. On the other hand, an up. i.e. from the 
mobile station to die base station, transmission is periotmed 
in such a maimer that a sync signal S, and transmission 
signals of a, b, and c channels are transmitted by time slots 
78Li, 781fc. 781c, and ISld at a frequency B. 

The present invention, which is characterized by a multi- 
level, e.g. 64 SRQAM, signal transmission system, allows to ^ 
have three-level data consisting of D^, D2, and D3 of 2 
UtAHzasshowninHG. 115K6). AsboththeAi and A2 data 
are transmitted by 16 SRQAM, their time slots have two 
times the data rate as shown by slots 7S2b and 782c and 
7836 and 783cl It means the same quality sound can be 
transmitted half the time. Accordin^y, a time width of 
respective time slots 782 and 782c becomes halved. In this 
manner, two times the transmission c^iacity can be acquired 
at the two-level region 776c shown in HG. 118, Le. at the 
vicinity of the base station. 

In the same way, time slots 782g and 783^ carry out the 
transmission/reception of El data by use of a 64 SRQAM 
signal. As the transmission capacity is three times, one time 
slot can be used for three channels of £|, £2* 1^ 
would be used for an area further dose to the base station. 
Thus, up to three times the communication capacity can be 
obtained at the same fi:equency band. An actual transmission 
efficiency, however, would be reduced to 90%. It is desirable 
for enhancing the dffect of the present invention to cdndde 
the transmission amount distribution according to the 
present invention with the regional distribumtion of the 
acbial traffic amount as perfect as possible. 

In fact, an actual urban area consists of a crowded 
buflding district and a greenbelt zone surrounding this 
building area. Even an actual suburb area con^sts of a 65 
residential district and fields or a forest surrounding this 
residential district These urban and suburb areas resemble 
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die distribution of die TP diagram. Thus, the application of 
the present invention will be effective. 

FIG. 120 is a diagram showing time slots by the TDMA 
method, wherein HG. 120(a) shows a conventional method 
and HG. 120(^) shows the present invention. The conven- 
tional method uses time slots 786a and 786b for transmis- 
sion to portable phones of A and B channels at the same 
frequency and time slots 787a and 787/? for transmission 
from the same, as shown in HG. 120(a). 

On the contrary, 16 SRQAM mode of die present inven- 
tion uses a time ^ot 788^ for reception of A^ chaimel and a 
time slot 788c for transmissicm to Al channels as shown in 
HG. 1 20(fr). A width of the time slot becomes approxi- 
mately VI In case of 64 SRQAM mode, a time slot 788i is 
used for reception of D , channel and a time slot 7881 is used 
for transmission to channel A width of the time slot 
becomes approximately VS. 

In order to save electric power, a transmission of E^ 
charmel is executed by use of a normal 4 SRQAM time slot 
788 r while reception of El channel is executed by use of a 
16 SRQAM time slot 7SSp being a V^ time slot Transmission 
power is surely suppressed, although communication cost 
may increase due to a long occupation time. This will be 
effective for a small and light portable tdq>hone equipped 
with a small battery or when the battery is ahnost worn out 
As is described in Uie foregoing description, the present 
invention makes it possible to detennine die distiibi^on of 
transmission cq^adty so as to coincide with an actual traffic 
distribution, thereby increasing substantial transmission 
capacity. Furthermore, the present invention allows base 
stations or terminal stations to freely select one among two 
or three transmission capacities. If the fnequency utilization 
efficiency is lowered, powo* consumption will be decreased. 
If the frequency utilization efficiency is selected higher; 
communication cost will be saved. Moreover, adoption of a 
4 SRQAM having smaller capacity will simplify the cir- 
cuitry and reduce the size and cost of the telephone. As 
explained in the previous embodiments, one characteristics 
of the present invention is that compatibility is maintained 
among all of associated stations. In this manner, the present 
invention not only increases transmission capadly but 
allows to provide customers a wide variety of series from a 
super mini telephone to a high performance telephone. 

EMBODIMENT 9 

Hereinafter, a ninth embodiment of the present inventicm 
will be described referring to the drawings. The ninth 
embodiment employs this invention in an GPUM transmis- 
sion system. HG. 123 is a block diagram of a OH>M 
transmittei/receiver, and HG. 124 is a diagram showing a 
principle of an OH)M action. An OH)M is <me of H>M and 
has a better efficiency in frequency utilization as compared 
with a general H3M, because an OH>M sets adjacoit two 
carriers to be quadrate with eadi other. Furthermore, OH^M 
can bear mult^)ath obstructions such as ghosts and, there^ 
fore, may be applied in the future to the digital music 
broadcasting or c&gital TV broadcasting. 

As shown in the principle diagram of HG. 124, OFDM 
converts an input signal by aserial to parallel converter 7S^ 
into a data being disposed on a frequency axis 793 at 
intervals of lAs, so as t o produce siihchannels 794a1Me. 
This signal is inversely FFT converted by a modulator 4 
having an inverse FFT 40 into a signal on a time axis 79^ 
to produce a transmission signal 795. This invra^ FFT 
signal is transmitted during an effective symbol period 796 
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of the time period ts. A guard interval 797 having an amount 
tg is provided between symbol periods. 

A transmitting/rcceiving action of HDTV signal in accor- 
dance with this ninth embodiment will be explained refer- 
ring to the block diagram of FIG. 123, which shows a hybrid ^ 
OFDM-CCDM system. An inputted HDTV signal is sepa- 
rated by a video encoder 401 into three-level, a low fre- 
quency band D^,^, a medium-low frequency band Dj.j, and 
a high-medium-low frequency band Dj, video signals, and 
fed into an input section. ^0 

In a first data stream input 743, D,., signal is ECX: 
encoded with high code gain and D,_2 signal is ECC coded 
with a normal code gain. A TDM 743 performs time division 
multiplejung of Di^j and D^.z signals to produce a Dj signal, 
which is then fed to a D^ serial to parallel converter 79ld in 
a modulator 852a. D, signal consists of n pieces of parallel 
data, which are inputted into first inputs of n pieces of 
C-CDM modulator 4a, 4/?,— respectively. 

On the other hand, the high frequency band signal D2 is 
fed into a second data stream input 744 of the input section 
742, in which D2 signal is BCC (Error Correction Code) 
encoded in an ECC 744a and then Trellis encoded in a 
Trellis encoder 744Z?. Thereafter, the Dj signal is supplied to 
a D2 serial to parallel converter 791b of the modulator 852a ^ 
and converted into n pieces of parallel data, which are 
inputted into second inputs of the n pieces of C-CDM 
modulator 4a, 46, — respecdvely. 

The C-CDM modulators 4a, 4b, 4c-^espectively pro- 
duces 16 SRQAM signal on the basis of Dj data of the first 30 
data stream input and D2 data of the second data stream 
input These n pieces of C-CDM modulator respectively has 
a carrier different from each other. As shown in HG. 124, 
carriers 79 4a; 794b, 794c,— m arrayed on the frequency 
axis 793 so that adjacent two carriers are 90°-out-of-phase 35 
with each other. Thus C-CDM modulated n pieces of modu- 
lated signal are fed into the inverse FFT circuit 40 and 
mapped from the frequency axis dimension 793 to the time 
axis dimension 790. Thus, dme signals 796a, 796b — , 
having an effective symbol length ts, are produced. There is 40 
provided a guard int^val zone 797a of Tg seconds between 
the effective symbol time zones 796a and 7966, in order to 
reduce muldpath obstruction. RG. 129 is a graph showing 
a relationship between time axis and signal level. The guard 
time Tg of die guard interval band 797a is determined by 45 
taking account of muldpath affection and usage of signal. By 
setting the guard time Tg longer than the multipath affected 
time, e.g. TV ghost, modulated signals from die inverse FFT 
circuit 40 are converted by a parallel to serial converter 4e 
into one signal and, then, transmitted horn a transmitting 50 
circuit 5 as an RF signal. 

Next, an action of a receiver 43 will be described. A 
received signal, shown as time-base symbol signal 796^ of 
FIG. 124, is fed into an input section 24 of FIG. 123. Then, 
the received signal is converted into a digital signal in a 5S 
demodulator SS2b and further changed into Fourier coefS- 
dents in a FFT 40a. Thus, the signal is mapped from the 
time axis 799 to the frequency axis 793a as shown in FIG. 
124. That is, the time-base symbol signal is converted into 
frequency-base carriers 794a, 794fc, — . As these carriers are 60 
in quadrature relationship with each other, it is possible to 
separate respective modulated signals. FIG. 125(^) shows 
dius demodulated 16 SRQAM signal, which is then fed to 
respective C-CDM demodulators 45a, 456.— of a C-CDM 
demodulator 45, in which demodulated 16 SRQAM signal is 65 
demodulated into multi-level sub signals D|, D2. These sub 
signals Dj and Dj are further demodulated by a Dj parallel 



to serial converter 852a and a D, parallel to serial converter 
8526 into original D^ and D2 signals. 

Since the signal transmission system is of C-CDM multi- 
level shown in 125(6), both D^ and D2 signals will be 
demodulated under better receiving condition but only D| 
signal will be demodulated under worse, e.g. low C/N rate, 
receiving condition. Demodulated D, signal is demodulated 
in an output section 757. As D^.^ signal has higher ECC code 
gain as compared with the D|.2 signal, an enor signal of the 
Dj.i signal is reproduced even under worse receiving con- 
dition. 

TTie Di.t signal is converted by a 1-1 video decoder 402c 
into a low frequency band signal and ouQnitted as an LDTV, 
and the D,.2 signal is converted by a 1-2 video decoder 402^ 
into a medium frequency band signal and outputted as 
EDTV. 

The D2 signal is TYellis decoded by a Trellis decoder 75 
9b and converted by a second video decoder 4025 into a high 
frequency band signal and outputted as an HDTV signal. 
Namely, an LDTV signal is outputted in case of the low 
frequency band signal only. An EDTV signal of a wide 
NTSC grade is outputted if the medium frequency band 
signal is added to the low frequency band signal, and an 
HDTV signal is produced by adding low, medium, and high 
frequency band signals. As well as the previous embodi- 
ment, a TV signal having a picture quality depending on a 
receiving C/N rate can be received. Thus, the ninth embodi- 
ment realizes a novel multi-level signal transmissicm system 
by combming an OFDM and a C-CDM, which was not 
obtained by the OFDM alone. 

An OFDM is certainly strong against multipath such as 
TV ghost because the guard time Tg can absorb an inter- 
ference signal of multipath. Accordingly, the OFDM is 
applicable to the digital TV broadcasting for automotive 
vdiicle TV receivers. Meanwhile, no OFDM signal is 
received when the C/N rate is less than a predetennined 
value because its signal transmission pattern is non of a 
multi-level type. 

However the present invention can solve this disadvan- 
tage by combining the OFDM with the C-CDM. thus 
realizing a graditional degradation depending on the C/N 
rate in a video signal reception without being disturbed by 
multipath. 

When a TV signal is received in a compartment of 
veMde, not only the reception is disturbed by multipath but 
the C/N rate is deteriorated. Therefore, die broadcast s^ce 
area of a TV broadcast station will not be expanded as 
expected if the countermeasure is only for multipath. 

On the other hand, a reception of TV signal of at least 
LDTV grade will be ensured by the combination with the 
multi-level transmission C-CDM even if the C/N rate is 
fairly deteriorated. As a picture plane size of an automotive 
vehicle TV is normally less tiian 10 inches, a TV signal of 
an LDTV grade will provide a satisfactory picture quality. 
Thus, the LDTV grade service area of automotive vehicle 
TV win laigely expanded. If an OFDM is used in an entire 
frequency band of HDTV signal, presoit semiconductor 
technologies cannot prevent circuitry scale from increasing 
so far. 

Now, an OFDM method of transmitting only D,., of low 
frequency band TV signal will be explained below. As 
shown in a block diagram in FIG, 138, a medium frequency 
band component D1.2 ^ high frequency band con^K>nent 
D2 of an HDTV signal are multiplexed in C-CDM modulator 
4a, and then transmitted at a frequency band A through an 
FDM40dL 
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On the other hand, a signal received by a itceiver 43 is 
first of all frequency separated by an FDM 40e and, then, 
demodulated by a C-CDM demodulator 46 of the present 
invention. Thereafter, thus C>CDM demoduhited signal is 
reproduced into medium and high frequency components of 5 
HDTV in the same way as in FIG. 123. An operation of a 
video decoder 402 is identical to that of embodiments 1, 2, 
and 3 and will not be explained in greater detail. 

Meanwhile, the D,., signal, a low frequency band signal 
of MPEG 1 grade of HDTV, is converted by a serial to 
parallel converter 791 into a parallel signal and fed to an 
OFDM modulator 852c, which executes QPSK or 16 QAM 
modulation. Subsequently, the Di.^ signal is converted by an 
inverse FFT 40 into a time-base signal and transmitted at a 
firequency band B through a FDM 4Q<L 

On the other hand, a signal received by the receiver 43 is 
firequency separated in the FDM 40e and then converted into 
a number of frequency-base signals in an FFT 40a of an 
OFDM modulator 852^ Thereafter, firequency-base signals 
are demodulated in respective demodulators 4a, 4b, — and 
arc fed into a parallel to serial converter 882a, wherein a 
D,.i signal is demodulated. Thus, a Dj.i signal of LDTV 
gr^e is outputted from the receiver 43. 

In this maimer, only an LDTV signal is OFDM modulated 
in the multi-level signal transmission. The method of FIG. 
138 makes it possible to provide a complicated OFDM ^ 
circuit only for an LDTV signal. A bit rate of LDTV signal 
is V20 of that of an HDHTV. Therefore, the circuit scale of the 
OFDM will be reduced to which results in an outstand- 
ing reduction of overall circuit scale. 

An OFDM signal transmission system is strong against ^ 
multipath and will soon be applied to a moving station, such 
as a portable TV, an automotive vehicle TV, or a digital 
music broadcast receiver, which is exposed under strong and 
variable multipath obstruction. For such usages a small 
picture size of less than 10 inches, 4 to 8 inches, is the 
mainstream. It will be thus guessed that the OFDM modu- 
lation of a high resolution TV signal such as HDTV or 
EDTV will bniig less effect In other words, the recqytion of 
a TV signal of LDTV grade would be sufficient for an 
automotive vehicle TV. ^ 

On the contrary, multipath is constant at a fixed station 
such as a home TV. Therefore, a countermeasure against 
multipath is relatively easy. Less effect will be brought to 
such a fixed station by OFDM unless it is in a ghost area. 
Using OFDM for medium and high frequency band com- 
ponents of HDTV is not advantageous in view of present 
circuit scale of OFDM which is still large. 

Accordingly, the method of the inesent invention, in 
which OFDM is used cndy for a low frequency band TV ^ 
signal as sown m FIG. 1% can widdy reduce the circuit 
scale of the OFDM to less than Vio without lo^ inherent 
OFDM effect capable of largely reducing multiple obstnic- 
tion of LDTV when received at a mobfle station such as an 
automotive vehicle. 

Although the OFDM modulation of FIG. 138 is per- 
formed only for D,.i signal, it is also possible to modulate 
both D,.i and Dj,i by OFDM. In such a case, a C-CDM 
two-level signal transmission is used for transmission of 
Di_i and D1.2. Thus, a multi-level broadcasting being strong go 
against multipath will be realized for a vehicle such as an 
automotive vehicle. Even in a vehicle, the gradational gradu- 
ation will be realized in sudi a manner thai LDTV and 
SDTV signals are received with picture qualities depending 
on receiving signal level or antenna sensitivity. ^5 

The multi-level signal transmission according to the 
(Resent invention is feasible in this mamier and produces 
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various effects as previously described. Furthermore, if the 
multi-level signal transmission of the present invention is 
incorporated with an OFDM, it will become possible to 
provide a system strong against multipath and to alter data 
transmission grade in accordance with receivable signal 
level change. 

FIG. 126(a) shows another method of realizing the multi- 
level signal transmission system, wherein the subcharmels 
794a-794c of the OFDM are assigned to a first layer 801a 
and the subcharmels 794^794/ are assigned to a second 
layer 801^. There is provided a frequency guard zone 802a 
of f^ between these two, first and second, layers. FIG. 126(b) 
shows an electric power difference 8026 of Pg which is 
provided to differentiate the transmission power of the first 
and second layers 801ii and 8012^. 

Utilization of this differentiation makes it possible to 
increase electric power of the first layer 801a in the range 
not obstructing the analogue TV broadcast service as shown 
in FIG. 108(^ previously described. In this case, a threshold 
value of the C7N ratio enable of receiving the first layer 
801a becomes lower than that for the second layer 8012^ as 
shown in FIG. 108(e). Accordingly, the first layer 801a can 
be received even in a low signal-level area or in a large-noise 
area. Thus, a two-layer signal transmission is realized as 
shown in FIG. 147. This is referred to as Power- Weighted- 
OFDM system (i.e. PW-OFDM) in this specification. If this 
PW-OFDM system is combined with the C-CDM system 
previously explained, three layers wiU be realized as shown 
m FIG. 108(e) and, accordingly, the signal receivable area 
wiU be conespom&igly expanded. 

FIG. 144 shows a specific circuit, wherein the first layer 
data passii^ through the first data stream drcuit 791 a is 
modulated into the carriers f^-^, by the modulators 4a-Ac 
having large amplimde and, then, aie OFDM modulated in 
the inverse FFT 40. On the contrary, the second layer data 
passing through the second data stream circuit 79lb is 
modulated into the carriers f^fg by the modulators 4d-^f 
having ordinary anq>litude and, tiien, are OFDM modulated 
in the inverse FFT 40. Then, these OFDM modulated signals 
are transmitted fiom the transmit drcuit 5. 

A signal received by the recdver 43 is separated into 
several signals having carriers of f ,-f„ through the FFT 40a. 
The carriers f^-fj are demodulated by the demodulators 
4Sa-A5c to re^voduce the first data stream D|, i.e. the first 
layer 801a. On the other hand, the carriers f^fg are demodu- 
lated by the demodulators 45^^ to rqnoduce the second 
data stream Dj, Le. the second l^er Wlb, 

The first layer 801a has so larg^ electrical power that it 
can be recdved even in a weak-signal area. In tins manner, 
the PW-OFDM system realizes the two-l^er multi-levd 
signal transmissiorL If this PW-OFDM is combined with the 
C-CDM, it will become possible to provide 3-4 layers. As 
the circuit of FIG. 144 is id^tical with the circuit of FIG. 
123 in tiie remaining operations and, therefore, will not be 
explained in greats detail. 

Next, a method of realizing a multi-levd signal transmis- 
sion in lime-Wdghted-OFDM (ie. TW-OFDM) in accor- 
dance with the present invention will be explained. Although 
the OFDM System is accompanied with the guard time zone 
ig as previously described, adverse affects of ghosts will be 
eliminated if the delay time tj, of tiie ghost, Le. multipath, 
signal satisfies the requirement of tj|<t^ The delay time t^ 
will be relatively sm^ for example in the range of several 
microsounds, in a fixed station sudi as a TV recdver used 
for home use. Furtiiermore, as its value is constant, caned- 
lation of ghosts will be relatively easily done. On tiie 
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contraiy, reflected waves will increase in case of a mobile 
station such as a vehicle TV receiver. Therefore, the delay 
time becomes relatively large, for example in the range of 
several tens microsound. Furthermore, the magnitude of 
varies in response to the running movement of the vehicle, s 
Thus, cancellation of ghosts tends to be difficult. Hence, the 
multi-level signal transmission is key or essential for such a 
mobile station TV receiver in order to eliminate adverse 
affection of multipath. 

The multi-level signal transmission in accordance with 10 
the present invention will be explained below. A symbol 
contained in the subcannel layer A can be intensified against 
the ghosts by setting a guard time t^ of the layer A to be 
larger than a guard time t^^ of the layer B as shown in FIG. 
146. In this manner, the multi-layer signal transmission can 
be realized against multipath by use of weighting of guard 
time. This system is referred to as GuardrTime-Wcighted- 
OFDM (i.e. QTW-OFDM). 

If the symbol number of the symbol time Ts is not 
different in the layer A and in the layer B, a symbol time 1,^ 
of the layer A is set to be larger than a symbol time t^ of the 
layer B. V^th this differentiation, a carrier width Afa of the 
carrier A becomes larger than a carrier width Afb of the 
carrier B. (Afa>Afb) Therefore, the eixor rate becomes lower 
in the demodulation of the symbol of the layer A compared 
with the demodulation of the symbol of the layer B. Thus, 
the differentiation of the layer A and B in the weighting of 
the symbol time 1^ can realize a two-layer signal transmis- 
sion against multipath. This system is referred to as Carrier- 
Spacing- Weighted-OFDM (i.e. CSW-OFDM). 

By realizing the two-layer signal transmission based on 
the GTW-OFDM, wherein a low-resolution TV signal is 
transmitted by the layer A and a high-finequency conqionent 
is transmitted by the layer B, the vehicle TV receiver can 
stably receive die low-resolution TV signal regardless of 
tough ghost Furthermore, the multi-level signal transmis- 
sion with respect to the CTN rado can be realized by 
difiieientiating the symbol dme t^ based on the CSW-OFDM 
between die layers A and B.Ifthis CSW-OFDM is combined ^ 
widi die GTW-OFDM, the signal recepdon in die vehicle TV 
receiver can be iiirther stabilized. High resolution is not 
normaUy required to the vehicle TV or the portable TV. 

As the time ratio of the symbol time including a low- 
resolution TV signal is small, an overall transmission ejB5- 45 
ciency will not decrease so much even if the guard time is 
enlarged. Accordingly, using the GTW-OFDM of the present 
invention for suppressing multipath by laying emphasis on 
the low-resolution TV signal will realize the multi-layer type 
TV broadcast service wherein the mobile station such as die 50 
portable or vehicle TV receive can be compatible with the 
stationary station such as the home TV without substantially 
lowering the transmission efSciency. If combined with the 
CSW-OFDM or die C-CDM as described previously, die 
multi-layer to the C/N ratio can be also realized. Thus, die .55 
signal reception in the mobile station will be further stabi- 
lized. 

An affection of the multipath will be explained in more 
detail. In case of multipath 810a, 810^, 810c, and 810^ 
having shorter delay time as shown in FIG. 145(a), the 60 
signals of both the first and second layers can be received 
and dierefore die HDTV signal can be demodulated. On the 
contraiy, in case of multipath 811a, SUb, 811c, and 811// 
having longer delay time as shown in FIG. 145(6), the B 
signal of the second layer caimot be received since its guard 65 
time igi, is not sufficiendy long. However, the A signal of the 
first layer can be received widiout being bodiered by die 



multipath since its guard time t^ is sulficiendy long. As 
described above, the B signal includes the high-frequency 
component of TV signal. The A signal includes the low- 
frequency component of TV signal. Accordingly, the'vehide 
TV can reproduce the LDTV signal. Furthermore, as the 
symbol time is set larger than symbol time l^b, the first 
layer is strong against deterioration of C/N ratio. 

Such a discrimination of the guard time and the synibol 
time is effective to realize two-dimensional multi-layer 
signal transmission of die OFDM in a simple manner. If the 
discrimination of guard time is combined with the C-CDM 
in the circuit shown in FIG. 123, the multi-layer signal 
transmission effective against bodi multipadi and deteriora- 
tion of ON ratio will be realized 

Next, a specific example will be described below. 

The smaller the DAJ ratio of the receiving signal becomes, 
the larger the multipath delay time T^f becomes. Because, 
the reflected wave inoeases compared with the direa wave. 
For example, as shown in FIG. 148, if the DAJ ratio is 
smaller than 30 dB, the delay time TJ^f exceeds 30 us because 
of increase of the reflected wave. Therefore, as can be 
understood from FIG. 148, it wiU become possible to receive 
the signal even in the worst condition if the Tg is set to be 
larger than 50 us. 

Accordingly, as shown in detail in FIGS. 149(a) and 
U9(b), three groups of first 801a, second SOlh and diird 
801 c layers are assigned in a 2ms period of 1 sec TV signal. 
The gaard times 797a, 797£», and 797c, Le. Tga, Tgb, and 
Tgc, of these three groups are weighted to be, for exaiiq)le, 
50 miciosounds, 5 microsounds, and 1 microsound, respec- 
tively, as shown in FIG. 149(c). Thus, three-layer signal 
transmission effective to the multipath will be realized as 
shown in FIG. 150, wherein three layers 801a, 801^, and 
801c are provided. 

If the GTW-OFDM is ^lied to ass die picture quality, it 
is doubdess 

At the same time, the multi-layer signal transmission 
effective to C/N ratio can be realized. By combining the 
CSW-OFDM and die CSW-OFDM, a two-dimensional 
multi-layer signal transmission is realized with respect to the 
multipath and the C/N ratio as shown in FIG. 151. As 
described previously, it is possible to combine the CSW- 
OFDM and the C-CDM of the presem invention for pre- 
venting the overall transmission efaciency from being low- 
ered. In die first, 1-2, and 1-3 layers 801a, 851a, and 851a?, 
the LDTV grade signal can be stably received by, for 
example, the vehicle TV receiver subjected to the large 
multipath and low C/N ratio. In the second and 2-3 
layers 801^ and SSlb, die standard-resolution SDTV grade 
signal can be received by the fixed or stationary station 
located, for exanq>le, in the fdnge of the service area which 
is generally subjected to the lower C/N ratio and ghost In 
the third layer 801c which occupies more than half of the 
service area, the HDTV grade signal can be received since 
the C/N ratio is high and the ghost is less because of large 
direct wave. In this manner, a two-dimensional multi-layer 
broadcast service effective to both the G/N ratio and the 
multipadi can be realized by the combination of the GTW- 
OFDM and die C-CDM or die combination of die GTW- 
OFDM and die CSW-C-CDM in accordance widi die 
present inventioiL thus, the present invention realizes a 
two-dimensional, matrix type, multi-layer signal transmis- 
sion system effective to both the C/N ratio and the 194 
multipath, which has not ever been realized by the prior art 
technologies. 

A timing diart of a diree level (HDTV, SDTV, LDTV) 
television signal in a two-dimensional multilevel broadcast 
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of three CTN levels and three nuiltipath levels is shown in 
FIG. 152. As shown in the figure, the LDTV signal is 
positioned in slot 796al of the fim level of level A» the level 
with the greatest resistance to multipath interfisrence; the 
SDTV synchronization signal, address signal, and other 5 
insportant high priority signals are positioned in slot 79lki2, 
which has the next greatest resistance to muldpath interfer- 
ence, and slot 796^1, which has strong resistance to CTN 
deterioration. The SDTV common signal, i.e., low priority 
signals, and HDTV high priority signals are positioned in 10 
levels 2 and 3 of level B. SDTV, EDTV. HDTV, and other 
high frequency component television signals are positioned 
in levels 1, 2, and 3 of level C 

As the resistance to C/N deterioration and multipath 
interference increases, the transmission rate drops, causing 15 
die TV signal resolution to drop, and achieving the three- 
dimensional graceful degradadon effect shown in FIG. 153 
and unobtainable widi cohvendonal methods. As shown in 
FIG. 153, the three-dimensicmal multilevel broadcast struc- 
ture of the invention is achieved with three parameters: C/N 20 
ratio, multipath delay time, and the transndssion rate. 

Hie present embodiment has been described using the 
example of a two-dimensional multilevel broadcast structure 
obtained by combining GTW-OFDM of the invention with 
C-CDM of the invention as previously described, or com- 25 
bining GTW-OFDM, CSW-C-CDM, but odier two-dimen- 
sional multilevel broadcast structures can be obtained by 
combining GTW-OFDM and power-weighted OFDM, or 
GTW-OFDM widi other C/N ratio multilevel Uransmission 
mediods. 30 

FIG. 154 is obtained by transmitting the power of carriers 
794a, 794c, and 794e with less weighting compared with 
carriers 7946, 794^, and 794/^ achieving a two level power- 
weighted OFDM. Two levels are obtained by power weight- 
ing earners 795a and 795c, wbich are perpendicular to 
carrier 794a, to carriers 7956 and 19SiL While a total of four 
levels are obtained, the embodiment having only two levels 
is shown in FIG. 154. As shown in the figure, because the 
carrier frequencies are distributed, interfermce with other 
analog transmissions on the same frequency band is dis- 
persed, and there is Tniniiml adverse effect 

By using a time positioning varying the time width of 
guard limes 797a, 7976, and 797c for each symbol 796a, 
7966, and 796c as shown in FIG. 155, three-level multipath 
multilevel transmission can be achieved. Using the time 
positionir^ shown in FIG. 155, the A-, and C-Ievd data 
is distributed on the time axis. As aiesult, even if burst noise 
produced at a spedfic time occurs, data destiucdoa can be 
prevented and the TV signal can stably demodulated by ^ 
interieaving the data from the different layers. In particular, 
by interleaving with the Alevel data distributed, intedierence 
from burst noise generated by the ignition systems of other 
vehicles can be significandy reduced m mobile TV receiv- 
ers. 55 

Block diagrams of a specific ECC encoder 744y and a 
specific ECC decoder 749/ are shown in FIG. 160a aiid FIG. 
1606, respectively. FIG. 167 is a block diagram of the 
deinterieaver 9366. The interieave table 954 processed in the 
ddnterieave RAM 936a of the deinterieaver 9366 is shown (q 
in HG. 168a; and interieave distance LI is shown in FIG. 
1686. 

Burst noise interference can be reduced by interieaving 
the data in this way. By using a 4>level VSB, 8-levd VSB, 
or 16-level VSB transmission ^iparatus as described in 65 
embodiments 4, 5, and 6, respectively, and shown in the 
VSB receiver block diagram (FIG. 161) and die VSB 
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transmitter blodc diagram (FIG. 162), or by using a QAM or 
PSK transmission apparms as described in embodiments 1 
and 2, respectively, burst noise interference can be reduced, 
and television reception with very low noise levels can be 
achieved in ground station broadcasting. 

By using 3-level broadcasting by means of the mediod 
shown in FIG. 155, LDTV grade television reception by 
mobile receivers, including mobile TV receivers in motor 
vehicles and hand-held portable television sets, can be 
stabilized because level A has the effect of reducing burst 
noise interference in addition to multipath interference and 
C/N ratio deterioration. 

The multi-level signal transmission method of the present 
invention is intended to increase the utilization of frequen- 
cies but may be suited for not all the transmission systems 
since causing some type receivers to be declined in the 
energy utilization. It is a good idea for use with a sateUite 
communications system for selected subscribers to enqiloy 
most advanced transmitters and receivers designed for best 
utilization of ^plicable frequencies and energy. Such a 
specific purpose signal transmission system wiO not be 
bound by the present invention. 

Hie present invention will be advantageous for use with 
a satellite or terrestrial broadcast service which is essential 
to run in the same standards for as long as 50 years. During 
the service period, the broadcast standards must not be 
altered but improvements will be provided time to time 
ooneq;xmding to up-to-date technological achievements. 
Particularly, the energy for signal transndssion will surely be 
tDoeased on any satellite. Each TV station should provide a 
conqoatible service for guaranteeing TV program signal 
reception to any type receivers ranging from today's com* 
mon ones to future advanced ones. The signal transmission 
system of the present invention can provide a compatible 
broadcast service of both the existing NTSC and HDTV 
systems and also, ensure a future extension to match mass 
date transmission. 

The present invention concerns much on the frequency 
utilization than the energy utilization. Tbe signal receiving 
sensitivity of each receiver is arranged different depending 
on a signal state level to be received so that the transmitting 
power of a transmitter needs not be increased largely. Hence, 
existing satellites which offer a small energy for reception 
and transmission of asignal can best be used with the system 
of the present invention. The system is also arranged fbr 
peiforining the same standards conespondiiig to an increase 
in the transmission energy in die future and offering the 
oon^yatibility between old and new type receivers. In addi- 
tion, the present invention win be more advantageous for use 
with die satellite broadcast standards. 

Hie multi-levd signal transmission method of the present 
invention is more preferably employed for terrestrial TV 
broadcast service in which the energy utilization is not 
crucial, as compared with satellite broadcast service. The 
results are such that the signal attenuating regions in a 
service area which are attributed to a conventional digital 
HDTV broadcast system are considerably reduced in exten- 
sion and also, the compatibility of an HDTV receiver or 
display with the existing NTSC system is obtained. Further- 
more, the service area is substantially increased so that 
program suppliers and sponsors can ^{preciate more view- 
ers. Although the embodiments of die present invention refer 
to 16 and 32 QAM procedures, odier modulation techniques 
including 64, 128, and 256 QAM will be employed with 
equal success. Also, multiple PSK, ASK, and FSK tech- 
niques win be applicable as described with the embodi- 
ments. 



